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Student Information
Faculty at UVic
Major/Minor
Host University
Host Country
Dates of Exchange

Chemistry
BsC
Swansea University
United Kingdom / Wales
February 4th - June 14th

Overall Exchange Experience
Please Rate your Overall Exchange
Experience

1
☐

2
☐

3
☐

4
☐

5
☐

What was the most rewarding part of your exchange experience? Please outline any highlights.

Experiencing the different culture and teaching style. My classes here were only 16 students, and so the
lectures were really personable and intuitive. My favourite part is how easy going and approachable the
professors are. Another benefit is how cheap it is to go travelling through Europe!

What was the greatest challenge during your exchange?

Financing, the exchange rate made it personally difficult for mundane purchases like food and
enertainment.

Travel
Cost of air travel

roughly 20 pounds depending on where you are going

Cost of ground transportation (ex.
monthly bus pass)

about 3 pounds for a day pass

Did host university representatives
meet you at the airport?

no, I flew into London Gatwick and had to bus 6 hours to get to Swansea unfortunately.

Is there easy transportation between
the airport and university?
Yes there is, it just takes a long time to get there.

Orientation
Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival?

There was! It was where I met some of my friends here.

How easy was it to find the info you needed to know upon arrival?

They had everything readily available!

What assistance did you receive from your host institution upon arrival?

They helped with registration, gave us a quick tour of campus

Accommodation

Is on-campus accommodation available?

yes

If yes, did you live on campus?

yes

Would you recommend this to future
students?

it's similar to UVic accommodation, and easy to meet people, so yes.

If you lived off-campus, how did you find housing?

Approximately how much money would you budget per month for living, including accommodation and
meals?
About 500$ / month would keep you comfortable. Although accommodation costs were lump sums for me, you can arrange to go monthly or so, they are very understanding and helpful when I couldn't pay mine on time due to not having access to my loan.

Language Programs

Is there a language program available
either before or during the semester?

Not that I'm aware of

Is there an additional cost for the
language training?

Also not sure

Academics
Was it possible for you to get all
the courses that you wanted?

Yes

Please describe the course registration process
We filled out what courses we wanted on a paper, then gave it to a department secretary to complete the registration.

Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university

Small classes, Profs are very helpful, and we were meant to watch lecture videos before class and then
discuss the topics and answer questions.
What do you feel is the greatest academic benefit you have gained personally from your exchange?

Discovering this method of teaching, it was very helpful and insightful.

Personal and Cultural Connections

How easy was it to adjust to the local culture? What (if any) cultural differences did you find particularly
challenging? What parts of the culture did you most appreciate?

Very easy! the hardest part was understanding their road laws and traffic lights, because its not very
obvious when a pedestrian can cross, so that took some time.

What kinds of cultural, athletic and social activities were available for students at your host institution?

Lots of clubs, activities, sports, etc..

