
 

Exchange Final Report 

 

 

Please Rate your Overall Exchange 
Experience 

1 
☐ 

2 
☐ 

3 
☐ 

4 
☐ 

5 
☐ 

 
What was the most rewarding part of your exchange experience? Please outline any highlights.  

 
What was the greatest challenge during your exchange?  

 
Cost of air travel  
 
Cost of ground transportation (ex. 
monthly bus pass)  
 
Did host university representatives 
meet you at the airport?  

 

Faculty at UVic  
Major/Minor  
Host University  
Host Country  
Dates of Exchange  

 

 

Student Information 

Overall Exchange Experience 

Travel 



Is there easy transportation between 
the airport and university?   

 

Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival?  

 
How easy was it to find the info you needed to know upon arrival? 

 
What assistance did you receive from your host institution upon arrival?  

 

 

Is on-campus accommodation available?   
 
If yes, did you live on campus?  
 
Would you recommend this to future 
students?  

 

If you lived off-campus, how did you find housing?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orientation 

Accommodation 



Approximately how much money would you budget per month for living, including accommodation and 
meals? 

Is there a language program available 
either before or during the semester? 

Is there an additional cost for the 
language training? 

Was it possible for you to get all 
the courses that you wanted? 

  Please describe the course registration process 

Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university 

What do you feel is the greatest academic benefit you have gained personally from your exchange? 

Language Programs 

Academics 

Did you take courses in your area of study (major)? Were you satisfied with the amount of courses 
offered in your specific area of study? If no, what areas of study did you take courses in?



 

How easy was it to adjust to the local culture? What (if any) cultural differences did you find particularly 
challenging? What parts of the culture did you most appreciate? 

 
What kinds of cultural, athletic and social activities were available for students at your host institution? 

 

 

 

 

Personal and Cultural Connections 


	Faculty at UVic: Engineering
	MajorMinor: Computer Science
	Host University: Yonsei
	Host Country: South Korea
	Dates of Exchange: 2022-09-01 to 2022-12-21
	What was the most rewarding part of your exchange experience Please outline any highlights: It was really great to experience university life from the perspective of a Korean. Particularly, it was a new experience for me to live in a huge city like Seoul for a few months. My Korean skill improved a lot and this experience will be a huge boon for me during my job search.
	What was the greatest challenge during your exchange: Planning a course list that would transfer back to UVic was not feasible as Yonsei's course selection for the upcoming semester occurs late August, directly before the exchange starts and well after UVic's course section for the entire year. I wasn't able to submit my courses for evaluation in time and I wasn't able to even enroll in most of the courses I submitted due to the competitiveness. Fortunately, everything worked out as the courses I ended up enrolled in transfer well but it could have put my graduation back a semester.
	undefined: 1192 pp for the return flight
	undefined_2: 100ish/month for bus and metro if you're travelling around a lot
	undefined_3: N/A
	undefined_4: Yes, there's a direct subway line. Transit in Seoul is really good
	Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival: Yes, but it starts a bit before the actual semester starts so you need to arrive a bit early
	How easy was it to find the info you needed to know upon arrival: The Yonsei exchange team and orientation session provided excellent info booklets.
	What assistance did you receive from your host institution upon arrival: Only information via orientation and emails
	Is oncampus accommodation available 1: Yes
	Is oncampus accommodation available 2: No
	undefined_5: Yes, life on campus if you can. It's not really an option for couples though
	If you lived offcampus how did you find housing: I don't think it'd be easy to find reasonable housing for foreigners. There are fb groups where you can find share houses and very expensive flats easily and the people who post the expensive flat ads are often real estate agents with good english. Otherwise, help from a Korean is needed
	undefined_6: Not sure, but there are cheap meals on campus for between 4k and 9k won per meal. That can help keep costs down.
	either before or during the semester: Yes, Yonsei offers language courses and there are also language exchange clubs
	undefined_7: The language exchange club is free
	the courses that you wanted: Not even close
	Please describe the course registration process: Please see the attached document I recieved from Yonsei. The process is complex. Also note that you need to have several back up plans as classes fill up during the first 5 mins once the system opens. Also, the details about ammount of milage you can allocate and which courses are available for exchange students during which round of registration isn't the same as Yonsei's course database (which you will use to plan your course list). Additionally, professors aren't required to upload a course syllabus until the course actually starts, so it is likely that many of the courses on the database won't have syllabi yet.
	Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university: Most courses barely have any homework compared to UVic. Assignments may be due during the weekend and  'reviews' tend to be more about proving you did the reading and aren't really evaluated based on the quality. Tests focus on getting the 'right' answer and less so on critical thinking. Classes are more 'listened to' than participated in.
	What do you feel is the greatest academic benefit you have gained personally from your exchange: Definitely the name of the university on my resume. The reputation of your university is extremely important for Korean employers so having a famous name on my resume will help me get work either in Korea or with Korean employers in Canada. I wasn't able to enroll in any courses related to my major but my Korean skill definitely improved
	challenging What parts of the culture did you most appreciate: Korean food is amazing and generally affordable. It was very difficult to make Korean friends as my language skills aren't really good enough yet. There is also a strong clubbing culture near the university.
	What kinds of cultural athletic and social activities were available for students at your host institution: Yonsei offers great clubs for exchange students to engage with Korean culture. I highly recommend future students to participate in clubs as the course load is generally much lighter than at UVic. Make sure not to miss club week! There are also 1 credit exercise courses offered to exchange students which were really fun for me. 
	Check Box1: Off
	Check Box2: Off
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Yes
	Text1: There were only a few computer science related courses offered for exchange students so they were extremely competitve to enroll in and I wasn't able to get any. Instead, I explored a side interest in Psychology and enjoyed the exposure to a new area of study.


