Exchange Final Report
Student Information
Faculty at UVic
Major/Minor
Host University
Host Country
Dates of Exchange

Science
Marine Biology
Victoria University of Wellington
New Zealand
February 6th- June 23rd

Overall Exchange Experience
1
☐

Please Rate your Overall Exchange
Experience

2
☐

3
☐

4
☐

5
✔
☐

What was the most rewarding part of your exchange experience? Please outline any highlights.

Getting to participate in a different university experience. The classroom environment
was very friendly and the professors took the time to get to know their students. The
natural environment in New Zealand was beautiful and it was incredible to explore the
two islands.
What was the greatest challenge during your exchange?

Meeting new people was sometimes hard because the residence halls are spread out
throughout the city.

Travel
Cost of air travel

$2,600

Cost of ground transportation (ex.
monthly bus pass)

N/A

Did host university representatives
meet you at the airport?

No

Is there easy transportation between
Yes
the airport and university?

Orientation
Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival?

Yes

How easy was it to find the info you needed to know upon arrival?

Very easy

What assistance did you receive from your host institution upon arrival?

International orientation days to explain how things work and where places are located

Accommodation

Is on-campus accommodation available?

No- All res buildings (but one) are off-campus

If yes, did you live on campus?

No- I did live in a res building but off-campus

Would you recommend this to future
students?

Yes

If you lived off-campus, how did you find housing?

N/A

Approximately how much money would you budget per month for living, including accommodation and
meals?

around 1150
Language Programs

Is there a language program available
either before or during the semester?

N/A

Is there an additional cost for the
language training?

N/A

Academics
Was it possible for you to get all
the courses that you wanted?

Yes

Please describe the course registration process
I emailed the international registration office and they placed me in the courses I wanted

Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university

The professors were very friendly and accommodating. Lab TA's were always helpful
and our professor would often join labs and chat with students.
What do you feel is the greatest academic benefit you have gained personally from your exchange?

I think taking a smaller course load helped me focus more on my work and helped
with pacing my studying and schoolwork.

Personal and Cultural Connections

How easy was it to adjust to the local culture? What (if any) cultural differences did you find particularly
challenging? What parts of the culture did you most appreciate?

I like how similar Canadian and New Zealand cultures are; both very easy-going and
friendly. It was hard to be compared to extremist Americans; it was often quite
insulting.

What kinds of cultural, athletic and social activities were available for students at your host institution?

Lots of intramural/varsity sports teams, academic and arts clubs as well as student
activities and weekly markets.

