
LE,NONET (pronounced “le-nong-it”) is a word in 
the SENĆOŦEN language of the WSÁNEĆ people 
that means “paddling a canoe in a storm and making 
it to the other side.” It also refers to “succeeding after 
enduring many hardships.” We acknowledge with 
gratitude and respect the late YELЌÁTŦE  
(Earl Claxton, Sr.), SENĆOŦEN knowledge keeper  
of the Tsawout First Nation, and Elder JSINTEN  
(John Elliott), of the Tsartlip First Nation, for sharing 
this information.

Master Carver TEMOSEN-THUT (Charles Elliott)  
of the Tsartlip First Nation has created a logo 
based on a classic spindle whorl design depicting 
a human surrounded by a pair of wolves, as 
protectors and spiritual helpers. The wolves speak 
to the ability of Indigenous students to use the best 
of both worlds, in this case the traditions from each 
of our Indigenous nations on one hand and  
post-secondary education on the other. 
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We acknowledge with respect the Lekwungen peoples 
on whose traditional territory the university stands and 
the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples whose 
historical relationships with the land continue to this 
day.



LE,NO ET 
LE,NONET provides a suite of programs designed 
to welcome and serve Indigenous students 
throughout their educational journeys at the 
University of Victoria. 

Academic Programming 
LE,NONET offers a series of courses in conjunction 
with the Indigenous Studies Program and the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies. Undergraduate students can use 
the LE,NONET courses toward the requirements for a 
major or minor in Indigenous Studies, or as electives 
for other programs.

The Preparation Seminar (IS 310A) provides  
students with knowledge and skills necessary 
for working with Indigenous communities and 
organizations (through a Community Internship)  
or with campus-based academic researchers 
(through a Research Apprenticeship). This course  
is also a prerequisite for the International Indigenous 
Work-Integrated Learning Exchange offered in 
partnership with Co-operative Education and  
Career Services.

The Research Apprenticeship (IS 320) and 
Community Internship (IS 321) offer students 
opportunities to put their learning into action in  
a research project with a faculty member or in  
a community-based project with an Indigenous 
community or organization.

The Graduate Seminar (GS 500) introduces students 
to important themes and issues related to Indigenous 
research methods and community engagement 
including developing Indigenous research designs, 
decolonizing the academy, doing research “at home” 
and connecting research to projects of  
self-determination.

Student Programming
Bursaries are available for full-time Indigenous 
students in good academic standing who have an 
identified financial need. Undergraduate students 
are eligible for up to $3,000 per year and graduate 
students are eligible for up to $2,000 per year.

Campus Cousins are upper-year Indigenous students 
who work to build community and supportive 
relationships at the First Peoples House. They offer a 
variety of opportunities to make connections on and 
off campus through student-led events and activities.

International Indigenous  
Work-Integrated Learning Exchange
In partnership with Co-operative Education and 
Career Services, students have an opportunity to 
complete an international co-op work placement 
in an Indigenous unit at a partner institution. To be 
eligible to apply, students must have successfully 
completed the Preparation Seminar and a domestic 
co-op placement.


