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INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Ewa Czaykowska-Higgins      T: 250.721.7271 E:  eczh@uvic.ca 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
In this course, we focus on describing the systems and patterns of sound found in human 
language, using the methods and theoretical foundations of Generative Phonology.  During the 
semester, we consider features, segments, moras, syllables and feet, providing evidence for each 
of these phonological entities. We also discuss rule- and constraint-based approaches to 
phonology.  By the end of the course, you will 
 

1) Gain an appreciation for assumptions that underlie how linguistics as a discipline has 
constructed phonological ‘data’    
2) Understand and be able to explain what a phonological object is: what do we study when we 
study sound and sound systems 
3) Gain an appreciation for the variety of sound patterns and systems that occur in languages 
spoken around the world 
4) Expand your skills in describing and analyzing sets of data, in solving problems presented by 
‘data sets’, and providing clear, reasoned and evidence-based arguments for your analyses 
5) Gain an appreciation for what theory is for, what theory does, and why some theories are 
better than others 
6) Start to connect the study of phonology to other aspects of the study of language and to other 
domains in which sound is important 
 
TEXTS:   
Gussenhoven, Carlos and Haike Jacobs.  2017.  Understanding Phonology.  Fourth Edition. 

London and New York:  Routledge. (eBook is available) 
Kager, René. 1999. Optimality Theory. Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics. Cambridge: CUP. 

Chapter 1.  
 
PROPOSED METHOD OF DELIVERY:  
The course will be offered in a hybrid format. Course material will be delivered in asynchronous 
recorded lectures and powerpoints posted on the Brightspace Learning Management System. 
Students will be given the opportunity to work together and with the instructor once a week in 
optional synchronous sessions focusing on problem-solving. Office hours will provide 
individualized support. 
 
EVALUATION:  
Assessment will be based on a mixture of assignments involving problem-solving, quizzes, a 
midterm and a final evaluation in the form of an exam.  
 
PREREQUISITE:   
LING 200: Knowledge of the Vocal Tract and of the International Phonetic Alphabet is 
assumed. See Textbook Chapter 2 for review.  


