
 

 

LING 573 
Second Language Acquisition: Theory & Research 

Fall 2020 
 
Instructor:  Dr. John Archibald Time: asynchronous 
Office: CLE D375 Classroom: Brightspace 
E-mail: johnarch@uvic.ca Office hours: Wednesdays 10-11,  or by 

appointment (use my e-mail to schedule) 
 
Delivery Method 
 
This course will be delivered asynchronously. What this means is that all lectures will be recorded and 
can be viewed at any time. Videos can also be viewed at any time. There will, however, be due dates 
for assignments that must be respected. You will see that I have included a week-by-week schedule 
below, but this is merely a guideline for both you and me. For me, it ensures that the material that I 
cover in this course is comparable to its real-time version. For you, it will help you to keep up with the 
material and not fall behind. It is also a reminder that not all of the material will be available when the 
course site becomes available to you. I will be developing course content throughout the term. I plan to 
have open office hours every Wednesday from 10-11. Feel free to drop in to chat (about SLA, that is.) 
 
Course Description 
 
There are more multilingual brains on this planet than monolingual ones. So, while the field of second 
language acquisition (SLA) may, at first blush, seem peripheral, it, in fact, addresses some of the core 
issues of the human language machine. It is not, therefore, a narrow, arcane field but rather a broad 
discipline which allows students with many backgrounds and intersts to explore issues dear to their 
hearts.  
 This course will provide you with an overview of some current issues in SLA research. One 
unifying theme will be the investigation of second language (L2) grammars at the interfaces (both 
linguistic & non-linguistic). We will look at individual modules such as phonology, morphology and 
syntax, and explore questions such as whether L2 learners can acquire featuers which are not in their 
L1 (The Deficit Hypothesis says they cannot, but we will challenge this hypothesis), whether L2 
learners can acquire nativelike competence and proficency in their second language (a construct known 
as ultimate attainment - which also looks at age effects). However, we will also look at how these 
modules interact. Sorace's Interface Hypthsesis suggests that L2 learners have greater difficulty 
acquiring features which depend on interfaces between modules (compared to fetaures which are 
module-internal). We will explore this question by looking at several interfaces.  
The course will also cover some topics of emerging interest in the field such as research on L3 
acquisition (looking at how more than 2 languages interact) and acquistion by heritage language 
earners (such as children of immigrants). 
 
Course Materials 
 
•Each week will feature a series of recorded lectures based on readings. 
•My web site (https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/johnarch/) also has a range of information 
(mainly) on L2 phonology. 
 
 



 

 

Course Schedule 
The readings will be available through Brightspace or the library. I will also hold regular office hours 
on Zoom for you to drop in on if you want to talk about the material, concepts, or assignments. 
  
Date Topic Readings 
Week 1  
Sept. 10 
 

Introduction to SLA Archibald (2000); 
Archibald (2008) 
 

Week 2 
Sept. 17 
  

Deficit Models of SLA Brown; Rothman 
(2013) 
 

Week 3 
Sept. 24  

Phonology: Intake 
Frequency 

Gonzalez 
 

Week 4 
Oct. 1 

The Redeployment 
Hypothesis 

Archibald (2005); 
Archibald and 
Yousefi (2018) 
Lardiere 

Week 5 
Oct. 8 

Age Effects & Ultimate 
Attainment 

Archibald (2018a);   
Flege (2019) 

Week 6 
Oct. 15 

L2 Vocabulary Stefanich et al. 
(2019) 
 

Week 7 
Oct. 22 

The L2 Lexicon Nakayama & 
Archibald 
Archibald (2018b) 

Week 8 
Oct. 29 

L2 Morphology Archibald & Libben 
(2018) 
Slabakova 
(Bottleneck 
Hypothesis) 

Week 9 
Nov. 5  

Heritage Learners 
 

Kupisch 
Polinsky 

Week 10 
Nov. 12 

 
Reading Break 

 

Week 11 
Nov. 19 

L3 Acquisition Rothman et al. 
(2020) 
Westergaard (2019) 

Week 12 
Nov. 26 

GenSLA & Pedagogy Rothman; de Bot; 
Slabakova 

Week 13 
Dec 3 

Review  

      
 



 

 

Course Assignments 
 
Annotated Bibliography October 16th 25% 
Article critiques throughout the term 2 X 15% 
Final Paper Last day of term 30% 
Reflection on Synthesis December 14th 15% 
 
More details on each assignment type will be posted on Brightspace shortly.   
  
Late Assignments 
 
Late assignments without appropriate documentation (confirming extenuating circumstances (birth, 
death, illness) of you or a close family member) will have one full letter grade subtracted for each week 
or part of week that the assignment is late. 
 
 
POLICY ON PLAGIARISM: In accordance with the standards of scholarly integrity, the department 
of Linguistics does not condone plagiarism.  Students who are found to have engaged in unethical 
academic behavior including the practices described below are subject to penalty. The most common 
forms of plagiarism include:  

• Submission of another's work as the student's own  
• Inadequate attribution given to an author or creator whose work is incorporated into the 

student's work including failing to indicate clearly (through accepted practices within the 
discipline such as footnotes, endnotes, internal references, and the crediting of all verbatim 
passages through indentation of longer passages or the use of quotation marks) the inclusion of 
another individual's work  

• Paraphrasing material from a source without sufficient acknowledgement as described above  
• Resubmission of work by a student that has been used in identical or similar form to fulfill an 

academic requirement at UVIC or another institution.  Resubmission is acceptable if done with 
the instructor's permission.  

Although the above are the most common forms of plagiarism, this is by no means an exhaustive list.  
Students who are in doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism in a particular instance should consult their 
instructor and read the UVIC calendar sub- section titled Plagiarism and Cheating in the General 
Information section.   
 
The penalties for plagiarism can range from a failing grade assigned to the particular work which is 
allegedly plagiarized to a failing grade in the course.  The instructor will determine the severity of the 
case of plagiarism and allocate the appropriate penalty. 
 
 
 



 

 

Grading 
The table below displays the official grading system used by the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies. 

Faculty of Graduate Studies - Grading Scale 

Grade 
Grade 
Point 
Value 

Percentage 
* Description Achievement of Assignment 

Objectives 

A+ 9 90 - 100 Exceptional Work 

Technically flawless and original 
work demonstrating insight, 
understanding and independent 
application or extension of 
course expectations; often 
publishable. 

A 8 85 - 89 Outstanding Work 

Demonstrates a very high level of 
integration of material 
demonstrating insight, 
understanding and independent 
application or extension of 
course expectations. 

A- 7 80 - 84 Excellent Work 

Represents a high level of 
integration, comprehensiveness 
and complexity, as well as 
mastery of relevant 
techniques/concepts. 

B+ 6 77 - 79 Very good work 

Represents a satisfactory level of 
integration, comprehensiveness, 
and complexity; demonstrates a 
sound level of analysis with no 
major weaknesses. 

B 5 73 - 76 
Acceptable work 
that fulfills the 
expectations of 
the course 

Represents a satisfactory level of 
integration of key 
concepts/procedures. However, 
comprehensiveness or technical 
skills may be lacking. 

B- 4 70 - 72 
Unacceptable 
work revealing 
some deficiencies 
in knowledge, 
understanding or 
techniques 

Represents an unacceptable level 
of integration, 
comprehensiveness and 
complexity. Mastery of some 
relevant techniques or concepts 
lacking. Every grade of 4.0 (B-) or 
lower in a course taken for credit 
in the Faculty of Graduate Studies 

C+ 3 65 - 69 
C 2 60 - 64 

D 1 50 - 59 



 

 

must be reviewed by the 
supervisory committee of the 
student and a recommendation 
made to the Dean of Graduate 
Studies. Such students will not be 
allowed to register in the next 
session until approved to do so 
by the Dean. 

F 0 0 - 49 Failing grade 
Unsatisfactory performance. 
Wrote final examination and 
completed course requirements. 

CTN Excluded 
Grade N/A Continuing Denotes the first half of a full-

year course. 

FNC Excluded 
Grade N/A For No Credit 

Denotes a 100-299 level 
undergraduate course for no 
credit in the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies. 

Students in the Faculty of Graduate Studies must achieve a grade point average of 
at least 5.0 (B) for every session in which they are registered. Individual 
departments or schools may set higher standards. Students with a sessional or 
cumulative average below 5.0 will not be allowed to register in the next session 
until their academic performance has been reviewed by their supervisory 
committee and continuation in the Faculty of Graduate Studies is approved by the 
Dean. Some academic units may employ a percentage system for evaluating 
studentâ€™s work. 

Other Failing or Temporary Grades 

N 0 0 - 49 
Did not write examination or otherwise complete 
course requirements by the end of term or session. 
This grade is intended to be final. 

COM N/A N/A 
Used only for 0 unit courses and other graduate 
courses designated by the Senate. Such courses are 
identified in the course listings. 

INC N/A N/A 

Incomplete (requires "Request for Extension of 
Grade" form). Used for those graduate credit courses 
designated by the Senate and identified in the 
course listings; also used, with Dean's permission, 
for those graduate credit courses with regular 
grading (A to F, including N) which are not complete 
by the end of the term or session due to exceptional 
circumstances beyond the control of the instructor 
or student. INC must be replaced by a final grade 
not later than the end of the next term. 

INP N/A N/A In Progress. Used only for work terms; dissertations; 



 

 

theses; projects; comprehensive examinations and 
seminars offered on the same basis as dissertations 
or theses and designated by Senate (identified in the 
course listings). In the case of work terms, a final 
grade must replace INP within two months of the 
end of term. For dissertations, theses, designated 
seminars, projects and comprehensives, a final 
grade must replace INP by the end of the program. If 
the student does not complete the degree 
requirements within the time limit for the degree, 
the final grades will be N. 

N/X Excluded 
Grade N/A 

Did not complete course requirements by the end of 
the term; no supplemental. Used only for co-op 
work terms and for courses designated by Senate. 
Such courses are identified in the course listings. 
The grade is EXCLUDED from the calculation of all 
grade point averages. 

F/X Excluded 
Grade N/A 

Unsatisfactory performance. Completed course 
requirements; no supplemental. Used only for co-op 
work terms and for courses designated by Senate. 
Such courses are identified in the course listings. 
The grade is EXCLUDED from the calculation of all 
grade point averages. 

CIC N/A N/A Co-op Interrupted Course. Temporary grade. See 
"General Regulations: Graduate Co-op". 

WE N/A N/A 

Withdrawal under extenuating circumstances. The 
WE registration status will replace a course 
registration or grade when approved by the Dean 
following a request for academic concession from a 
student. This registration status is excluded from 
the calculation of all grade point averages; it will 
appear on the official transcript. 

* The grading scale for the evaluation of course achievement at the University of 
Victoria is a percentage scale that translates to a 9 point GPA/letter grade system. 
The 9 point GPA system is the sole basis for the calculation of grade point 
averages and academic standing. Standardized percentage ranges have been 
established as the basis for the assignment of letter grades. The percentage grades 
are displayed on the official and administrative transcripts in order to provide fine 
grained course assessment which will be useful to students particularly in their 
application to graduate studies and for external scholarships and funding. 
Comparative grading information (average grade [mean] for the class), along with 
the number of students in the class, is displayed for each course section for which 
percentage grades are assigned. 

 

 


