
SLST 460 

History and Memory in Eastern Europe 
 

Fall 2020 

Taught online with no set regular time slot 

Instructor: Dr. Olga Pressitch. E-mail: olgavp@uvic.ca 

Office hrs. (on Zoom): Thursday, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Victoria time & by appointment 
 

In this course we will study the construction of historical memory in Eastern Europe from the nineteenth century to the 

present day. Although we will read two short novels and some excerpts from the most important literary works and 

historical studies that contributed to the creation or undoing of historical mythologies in the region, the principal medium 

of collective imagination that we will be analyzing is cinema. We will watch and discuss some of the best Eastern 

European films of the last three decades—not small-circulation art house favourites but blockbusters seen by millions of 

viewers. The aim of the course is to help students develop critical skills in analyzing historical mythologies, while at the 

same time learning about the history of Eastern Europe and the “memory wars” among as well as within its nations. 

This course has no prerequisites and is intended for all students with an interest in Eastern Europe, Film Studies, 

and historical memory. There are two short novels to read: Vladimir Sorokin’s Day of the Oprichnik and Marina 

Lewycka’s A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian. Both are available at the bookstore but can also be purchased on 

Kindle and in other formats. Other readings will be posted on Brightspace or available as articles in electronic journals 

with access through the UVic library. 

In the fall of 2020, this course will be offered in the online format without a scheduled regular time slot. All the 

readings and lecture slides will be posted on Brightspace at the start of the course; the videos of my lectures will be added 

at the start of every week (on Monday). You can do the course work whenever it is convenient for you, as long as you 

meet all the deadlines. All quizzes will be conducted online with more than one possible time slot from which to choose. 

Assignments submitted late will be subject to a late penalty of 5% per day, including weekends and holidays. The quizzes 

will be based on the films, lectures, forum discussions, and assigned readings; they are going to combine the formats of 

identification questions, short essay answers, and multiple-choice questions. You will also submit two short forum posts 

on set topics (200 to 250 words, due dates TBA) and a “book report” essay discussing one of the two set topics related to 

Lewycka’s A Short History of Tractors (5 to 6 double-spaced pages; due on). The list of topics and more detailed 

instructions about this assignment will be distributed at a later point. Any questions about your marks on various 

assignments should be asked within a week after the marks have been posted; they will not be accepted after the last class 

in this course. 

  

MARKING SCHEME: Final Quiz (2–4 Dec.)  15% 

Midterm I (14–16 Oct.)  30% Two forum posts (dates TBA) 5% 

Midterm II (12–16 Nov.)  30% Book report (23 Nov.)  20% 

 
A+ 90–100 B- 70–72 

A 85–89 C+ 65–69 

A- 80–84 C 60–64 

B+ 77–79 D 50–59 

B 73–76 F 0–49 

To familiarize yourself with UVic’s grading guidelines, please consult the University Calendar. As per University policies 

regarding the assignment of a final grade, 0.5 or above is rounded up, while below 0.5 should be rounded down. 

 

CALENDAR  

 

WEEK 1 Introduction to the Course [posted by 14 Sep.] 
 Topics, concepts, and outcomes. Evaluation methods. Figuring out the technology. Studying online during a global 

pandemic. 

WEEK 2 Replacing Revolution Day: Russia in Search of Its Past. Film: 1612 (Russia, 2007) [posted by 21 

Sep.] 

Read: Chris Baldwin, “Action Movie an Allegory for Putin’s Russia” (Reuters, November 3, 2007; 1 page; free 

access on the Internet, link on Brightspace); and Wikipedia entries on “The Time of Troubles” and “Unity Day 

(Russia).” 

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2011/FACS/UnIn/UARe/Grad.html


WEEK 3 Background to Sorokin’s Novel. The Russian–Ukrainian–Polish Triangle and Gogol’s Cossacks. 

Film clips: Taras Bulba (Russia, 2009) [posted by 28 Sep.] 
Read: a short chapter from Nikolai Gogol, Taras Bulba (Brightspace); Ellen Barry, “A Wild Cossack Rides into a 

Cultural Battle,” New York Times (also Kyiv Post), 12 April 2009 (2 pages; free access on the Internet, link on 

Brightspace). Start reading Sorokin’s Day of the Oprichnik. 

WEEK 4 The Polish View of “Civilizing the East.” Film: With Fire and Sword (Poland, 1999) [by 5 Oct.] 
 Read: Henryk Sienkiewicz, With Fire and Sword (an excerpt on Brightspace) and Elzbieta Ostrowska, “Desiring the 

Other: The Ambivalent Polish Self in Novel and Film,” Slavic Review 70, no. 3 (2011): 503–23 (electronic journal; 

read only the following pages: 503–7; 510–13; 520–21). 

Continue reading Sorokin’s Day of the Oprichnik. 

WEEK 5 Recap and Preparation for Midterm I. 
 Finish reading Sorokin’s novel and summarize what you have learned during weeks 2 through 4. 

MIDTERM I: Administered online between 14 and 16 Oct. 

WEEK 6 Reimagining Imperial Russia. Film: Barber of Siberia (1998) [posted by 19 Oct.] 

Read: Susan Larsen, “National Identity, Cultural Authority, and the Post-Soviet Blockbuster: Nikita Mikhalkov and 

Aleksei Balabanov,” Slavic Review 63, no. 3 (2003): 491–511 (electronic journal; read only pp. 491–94 and 498–

504). Start reading Lewycka’s A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian. 

WEEK 7 World War II as a Difficult Memory Project. Film clips: Katyn [Poland, 2007]) [by 26 Oct.] 
Read: Norman M. Naimark, “The Nazis and ‘The East’: Jedwabne’s Circle of Hell,” Slavic Review 61, no. 3 (Fall 

2002): 476–82 [electronic journal] and a chapter from Jan Gross, Neighbours (Brightspace). One more title TBA. 

WEEK 8 Nazism and Ordinary Eastern Europeans. Film: I Served the King of England (Czech Republic, 

2006) [posted by 2 Nov.] 
Read: TBA. Finish reading A Short History of Tractors. 

WEEK 9 Recap and Preparation for Midterm II.  

MIDTERM II: Administered online between 12 and 16 Nov. 

WEEK 10 Neither Trauma nor Ostalgie: Another Way of Remembering Socialism. Film: Hipsters (Russia, 

2008) [posted by 23 Nov.] BOOK REPORTS DUE by midnight on 23 Nov. 

Reading: Yana Meerzon, “Dancing on the X-Rays,” Modern Drama 54, no. 4 (2011): 479–510; Slavenka Drakulic, 

How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed (a short excerpt on Brightspace). 
WEEK 11 Welcome to the New Eastern Europe! Film: California Dreamin’ (Romania, 2007) [30 Nov.] 

Read: Ioana Luca, “The Americans Are Coming” and Slavenka Drakulic, “On Doing Laundry” (Brightspace). 

WEEK 12 FINAL QUIZ: Administered online between 2 and 4 December. 

 
Territory Acknowledgement: We acknowledge with respect the Lkwungen-speaking peoples on whose traditional territory the university stands 
and the Songhees, Esquimalt and WSÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day. 
Accessibility Statement: Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. In particular, if you have a disability/health 
consideration that may require accommodation, please feel free to approach me and/or the Resource Centre for Students with a Disability (RCSD) 
as soon as possible. RCSD staff members are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals, and arrange appropriate 
accommodations. The sooner you let us know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course. 
Concessions and Documentation: Students may ask for an academic concession, such as the rescheduling of a quiz or test or an extension for an 
assignment, contingent upon the provision of proper documentation detailing a personal or medical affliction or time conflict. Proper 
documentation means a physician’s note or a memo from Counseling Services, or a memo from a coach, employer, or faculty member. It must be 
dated before or close to the time of the missed work or classes. 
Withdrawals and Deferrals: Students who miss substantial amounts of class and assignments without documentation will be asked to withdraw, or 
they will receive an ‘N’ at the end of the semester. Even if the reasons for failing to meet course requirements are valid, it is not academically 
sound to allow students missing significant amounts of work to continue in the course. Students are to familiarize themselves with the withdrawal 
dates in the current academic calendar. 
A Note on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: Actions such as plagiarism, multiple submissions, falsifying materials used in academic evaluations, 
cheating, or helping others to cheat violate University policies on academic integrity and are considered serious offences. You must inform yourself 
about the university regulations (see UVic Policy on Academic Integrity). Please note: I reserve the right to use plagiarism detection software or 
other platforms to assess the integrity of student work and I am required to submit all cases of suspected plagiarism and any other form of 
cheating to the Chair of Germanic and Slavic Studies for further investigation without exception. 
Classroom Conduct: Since the quality of the learning environment is paramount, every student has the right to learn, and your instructor has the 
duty to perform his or her teaching duties in a cooperative, distraction-free, and effective manner. Activities that could disrupt the learning 
environment for you and your instructor would include the non-academic use of electronic devices. Students are expected to turn off their cell 
phones, PDAs, and mp3 players during class. 
Add/Drop Deadlines: It is the student’s responsibility to abide by ADD/DROP dates as published in the Calendar and the Undergraduate 
Registration Guide and Timetable. You will not be dropped automatically from a class that you do not attend. 

http://rcsd.uvic.ca/
http://coun.uvic.ca/
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2011/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html

