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Gustavson students 
In the first day – or maybe the first hour – of the 
Essentials of Business and Leadership course, new 
MBA students discover a high-speed blend of team-
building, cross-cultural communication, case analysis 
and the interdependencies of international business in 
a regional context. 
Thanks to Gustavson’s emphasis on experiential 
learning, in 2017 the students began by examining 
Kitimat Clean, a business case proposing a bitumen 
processing plant in coastal BC. 
Find out what they thought, what they said, and why, 
on the Gustavson blog this week. 
 

'Slowing It Down Matters': What Harvey and Irma 
Tell Us About Climate Change 

When it comes to climate change, "slowing it down 
matters," Stanford climate scientist Stephen Schneider 
said more than a dozen years ago. "The faster and 
harder you push on the ecological system, the more 
harm to nature – and the more the likelihood of 
surprise. I'm talking about nasty surprises," he added.  
This has been a summer of nasty climate surprises, 
continues this article in Rolling Stone earlier this 
month. Hurricane Harvey, the most extreme rain 
event in U.S. history, sucked up enough vapour from 
the overheated Gulf of Mexico to dump 33 trillion 
gallons on land.  
 

Variety pack 
A few of the articles in the recent Journal of 
Sustainable Finance & Banking: 
• The State of the Data: Challenges to Integrating ESG 

Factors into Investment Decisions 
• Ms Foundation Calls for Expansion of Sanctuary 

Policies 
• Time for a New Normal in Global Capital Markets: 

Advancing Investment in the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)  

Prize-winning international social enterprise 
case study 

Dharani: Nurturing the earth, fostering farmers’ 
livelihoods 
In 2008, Dharani Farming and Mutually Aided 
Co-operative Society Limited (Dharani) was 
started as a farmer-owned cooperative 
enterprise that procures and sells the 
members’ organic produce. This case discusses 
how Dharani not only developed external 
markets for small farmers’ organic produce but 
also articulated an ethical model of local 
production, distribution and consumption. For 
nearly a decade, Timbaktu Collective and 
Dharani have worked together to increase 
membership in the cooperative from only 70 in 
less than a dozen villages to 1800 in 35 villages 
in 2015. 
This case won first prize in oikos’ 2017 
competition in the Social Enterprise track.  
It’s suitable for MBAs and undergrads in areas 
such as Sustainable Finance, Strategic 
Management, Finance, Business Sustainability, 
Business and Society, or Environmental 
Entrepreneurship. 
 

Converting carbon dioxide into fuels 
The race is on to prove that CO2 can be taken 
from the air and recycled into profitable, 
carbon neutral fuels. 
This article in The Guardian of September 14, 
2017 has the story. 
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