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Innovation, investment, environment in China 
According to “China aims to boost green sector” in UPI.com on August 14, 2013, China's 
State Council has elevated environmental protection to a "pillar industry." The sector is 
expected to grow by 15 percent a year, generating $735 billion by 2015. 

Chinese companies will also be encouraged to target environmental protection projects overseas and 
eligible foreign-funded companies will enjoy the same preferential treatment as their Chinese 
counterparts. 
 

Skiing on trash 
Skiers know the value of a good edge and Copenhagen is adding another dimension to the 
term “leading edge” with its new ski hill atop a waste-to-energy (WTE) plant, according to 
Thomas Grose in National Geographic on August 1, 2013. 

Every year, Europe’s 451 WTE plants incinerate 73 million metric tons of waste, producing enough 
power to keep 13 million people wired and another 13 million warm. 
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, greenhouse gas emissions from landfills are two 
to six times higher than those generated by incinerators. Moreover, metals that would have been buried 
are instead easily retrieved from the ashes and recycled. 
The article is loaded with links and stats...enough to power a classroom full of students for days. 
Maybe months. 
 

Finance, investment, climate change 
Many investors are making decisions whether or not to invest based upon climate change 
considerations, and there has been a significant increase from last year in the number of 
respondents who are referencing the risks of climate change in their investment policy, 

according to “Fund managers worth $14tr say climate change influences investments” by Sophie Yeo in 
Responding to Climate Change on August 5, 2013.  
 

Webinar (archived) 
Social and environmental factors are more and more tied to shareholder value, so good 
governance is evolving to address sustainability mandates for boards of directors.  In this 
Conference Board of Canada webinar from February, 2013, Coro Strandberg discusses the 

drivers and trends of CSR governance, and shares emerging best practices in the Canadian context.  Bob 
Elton, past CEO of BC Hydro and current board director of Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers talks about the 
significance of CSR governance from the perspective of a board member and a CEO. 
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