
Student Research on Exchange
Before COVID-19 
shut down world 
travel, Gustavson 
students had the 

opportunity to travel to diverse locations around the world 
for their exchange term. With destinations from Hong Kong 
to France, the 2019-2020 year gave students fantastic 
experiences during their semester abroad. 

A few of these exchange students decided to add another 
hallmark to their time abroad by diving into a research 
project on their host country. COM 470: International Business 

Research, a self-directed research course that BCom students 
can choose to take while on their fourth-year academic 
exchange term, gave students the chance to take on a 
subject of their choice and investigate it in detail. As COM 
470 instructor Komal Kalra says: “This research course is an 
instrument through which our students develop a high level 
of international awareness. These research papers show that 
our students have the critical skills that will enable them to 
become global leaders.” 

Among the many topics students chose to research this past 
year, some included sustainability and social responsibility 
based projects. Jeremy Mueller, whose research focused on 
the implications of climate change mitigation on the French 
energy sector, studied at ESSEC Business School outside of 

Paris. He has always been passionate about environmental 
issues, saying ““I always had interests in climate change, so 
being able to merge the global matter with my country of 
study allowed me to combine my pre-existing knowledge 
of both.” Mueller added that his research gave him the 
opportunity to explore France in ways he wouldn’t otherwise 
have. “Learning more about the history and culture of France 
ultimately motivated me to specialize my research in the way 
I did.”

In neighboring Spain, BCom student Christine Wensink found 
her semester abroad to be a life-altering experience. “My 
exchange in Spain taught me more valuable life lessons than 
any job or lecture ever could.” She adds about her semester 
at IE Business School in Madrid, “moving away from home 
and immersing yourself into a new lifestyle and language is 
no easy task, but it gave me courage and independence.”

Wensink spent four months living in Madrid and travelling 
throughout Europe, an opportunity that gave her a new 
outlook on how business and countries interact. Her paper 
studied the socioeconomic costs associated with increasing 
life-expectancy in Spain. Wensink’s research, which showed 
that cultural and socio-economic factors have led to a higher 
life expectancy in Spain, and examined how these factors 
may impact businesses and governments, helped her win 
this year’s Jamie Cassels Undergraduate Research Award. 
Wensink adds that “in my mind, Gustavson’s International 
Exchange program is the educational component that 
sets the business school apart from competitors. It is my 
hope that my research paper acts as a window into the 
extraordinary Spanish culture, and explains how Spain could 
become a nation with a higher life expectancy and standard 
of living.” 
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