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PRINCIPLE 4: RESEARCH
We will engage in conceptual and empirical research that advances our understanding 
about the role, dynamics and impact of corporations in the creation of sustainable social, 
environmental and economic value .

CSSI Fellow Simon Pek Awarded Inaugural UVic President’s Chair 
The first University of Victoria 
President’s Chair has been 
awarded to Dr. Simon Pek, 
Gustavson sustainability 

professor and a fellow of the Centre for Social and 
Sustainable Innovation. The President’s Chair is the highest 
academic honour UVic can bestow on a faculty member. 
The new President’s Chairs were established to recognize 
faculty who have achieved great distinction in research and 
research-inspired teaching; made substantial contributions 

to UVic and the wider community; and are capable of 
championing excellence in research, teaching and 
community-university engagement. 

Pek’s research seems an intuitive fit for recognition by a 
President’s Chair, at a time in which democracy itself seems 
to be in crisis and debates around the concept have reignited 
worldwide. Pek’s research looks into how workplaces can 
be democratized to give workers more of a voice and what 
democracy can look like in our governments, educational 
institutions, businesses and community organizations.

Pek has long had an interest in learning about various 
democratic innovations and exploring their relevance 
to management. “Over the years I realized that elections 
have come to be seen as the default way of practicing 
representative democracy, whether in our unions, our 
community associations, or our governments,” says Pek. 
Yet alternative methods of selecting leaders exist, including 
‘sortition,’ the idea of using random selection to select 
representatives. Pek’s work delves into this in two papers 
published in 2019, bridging work from political scientists, 
sociologists and industrial relations scholars to explore 
sortition as a way of improving democracy in worker-owned 
firms and labour unions. 

“The President’s Chair award is the university’s highest internal 
honour, which celebrates our extraordinary faculty,” says UVic 
President Jamie Cassels, “I am excited to recognize the 
amazing achievements of inspiring teachers and researchers 
like Dr. Simon Pek, who are contributing to a better future for 
our students and the planet.” 

Dr. Simon Pek
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