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This edition brought to you by SDG 13: Climate Action  
 

Appetite for the future 

 
 
“I’m very passionate about food waste and food 
education,” says Julia Macartney (BCom ’19). She’s also 
an enthusiastic volunteer, so in addition to tackling her 
third-year BCom courses she has rooted out invasive 
daphne at Fort Rodd Hill and Himalayan blackberry at 
Woodwynn Farm as part of the City of Victoria’s Green 
Team. 

And when a chance came up to attend the Emerging 
Environmental Leaders forum in Vancouver, she 
immediately applied. 

One of the most memorable sessions for Julia was the 
panel moderated by Dr. Stephanie Bertels of Simon Fraser 
University. The director of CocaCola’s sustainable 
packaging program, the president of BASF Canada, a 
senior sustainability advisor for TransAlta, and the 
director of strategy, risk and performance from CPA 
Canada offered a showcase on Sustainability Integration 
in Industry. 

“It wasn’t about ‘we have to do this,’” Julia recounts, 
“it was more ‘this is how we can do it.” 

Attending this conference provided more than food 
for thought; it offered fodder for the future, and Julia 
Macartney ate it up. 

 
Resilient communities 

Victoria has drafted a plan to shift to a prosperous, 
affordable, sustainable and low-carbon future. It includes 
short and long-term strategies and actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050, while moving 
to 100% renewable energy. 
Everyone’s welcome to a presentation of the plan on April 
25, 2018. Details here. 

Case study 
Dow and the Circular Economy: Trash to Treasure? 
Erica Ocampo, sustainability and advocacy 
manager at The Dow Chemical Company, is getting 
ready to present her report on the pilot Energy Bag 
program to her boss. The waste-to-energy program 
has been successful in converting plastics to 
energy, but Ocampo is wondering how she can 
take the project a step further and truly make Dow 
a participant and leader in the circular economy. 
Students are asked to identify with Ocampo and 
develop a plan of action for the company. 
 

Teaching Objectives 
After reading and discussing the material, students 
should: 
• Explain the concept of the circular economy. 
• Identify why Dow is applying a long-term 

approach to sustainability. 
• Describe what a pilot program is and why it 

was important for Dow implement such a 
program. 

 

This case study is suitable for courses covering 
leadership, organizational behavior, social 
impact, sustainability, strategy & management  
 

Gustavson goes carbon neutral 
“Offsetting the greenhouse gas emissions of our 
travel is a way that we’re enacting our school’s 
values of sustainability and broader purpose, while 
maintaining our focus on international education 
and experience,” says Gustavson Dean Saul Klein. 
“It’s important and timely to demonstrate 
leadership to our students and to the world; if our 
actions have a negative impact, we have a duty to 
do something about it.” 
The story is on the UVic website now. 
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