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This edition brought to you by Henry David Thoreau: This curious world we inhabit is more wonderful 
than convenient; more beautiful than it is useful; it is more to be admired and enjoyed than used. 
 

Flight plan 
Simon Pek, Gustavson’s new Business and 
Sustainability professor, is applying his personal 
values to his research. Or is it the other way around?   
“I wanted to feel less unsustainable,” says Pek, “and 
try out some personal changes that I think could 
scale up.” 
To help him achieve his goals, Pek no longer eats 
meat and bikes to work (to shrink his carbon 
footprint), and he has also paid for projects that 
offset his personal and research flights (to 
counteract those greenhouse gas emissions).  
“I’ve had three different experiences with carbon 
offsets,” he explains. 
The first was in 2014 when, as a PhD student, he 
made a donation that funded a new garden in 
Vancouver to grow fruits and vegetables for a 
shelter for homeless people. The produce wouldn’t 
have to be trucked from afar and there were social 
benefits to using local land to grow organic food for 
folks who lived in his community.  
A couple of years later, when the Communiqué 
mentioned Cool Effect, Pek checked out the offset-
project outfit. First, he used the site’s easy calculator 
to figure out his flight emissions for the previous 
year, then he invested in a portfolio of projects that 
counteract the impact of that quantity of carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 
Shortly after that, he spotted another option. He 
was planning a trip to Europe with his mom, so he 
contributed to a project that would counteract the 
carbon effect of her flights - as a Mother’s Day gift!
  
What a sweet flight plan. 
 

Strategists strategizing 
The US military has been preparing to deal 
with climate change for a decade. Why are 
they worried? 
How Climate Change Denial Threatens 
National Security is in Wired, July 17, 2017. 
 

Tech Biz 
Clean Trade: Global Opportunities in Climate-
Friendly Technologies 
The Conference Board of Canada, July 2017 
The authors of this report (free to UVic 
employees) found that Canada is the 
16th largest exporter of climate-friendly 
technologies with about $4 billion in global 
sales in 2015, slipping from its 14th spot a 
decade ago. In general, they say, Canada is not 
as competitive as other nations in the climate-
friendly goods sector. 
But this briefing identifies 17 global export 
strengths in climate-friendly products and 
related services that Canada does have. 
 
Couple the Conference Board report on 
opportunities in climate-friendly technology 
with this article from Business in Vancouver, 
advocating support for wave energy 
technologies. Even though BC doesn’t need 
the clean electricity from wave energy, we can 
host businesses that are developing the tech. 
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