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Free education 
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) are free, online and 
open to anyone with an interest in the topic, lasting 
between three and fourteen weeks and taking three to eight 
hours per week to complete.  
Giselle Weybrecht has collected a fantastic selection and 
posted them on the UN PRME blog, Primetime.unprme.org.  
The first post  focuses on courses that relate to some of the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  
The second post focuses on developing and leading 
sustainable organisations. 
 
Forum for the Future founder Jonathan Porritt on business 

v politics as a driver, and the need for sustainability 
professionals 

“I think business leaders are actually in many respects more 
predisposed to make things happen than politicians," says 
Jonathan Porritt. "There’s no downside to getting good at 
sustainability - it doesn’t require huge additional cost, it 
doesn’t in any way get them into reputational difficulties, it 
doesn’t limit access to market. If anything, it increases 
access to market on a license-to-grow a story.” 
“The advice that Forum for the Future gives to companies at 
the moment is that businesses have to promote 
sustainability in two ways,” Porritt says. “They need a 'core' 
of sustainability professionals - it’s impossible to inject 
enough knowledge and ideas and advice about capital 
expenditure into a company without that. And businesses 
then really need to be incredibly applied to mainstreaming 
and embedding sustainability into a company ethos…” 
The whole article’s on edie.net now. 
 

Panama Papers: Denmark buys leaked data to use in tax 
evasion inquiries on Guardian.com, Sept 7, 2016 

This is the first time Denmark has bought information on 
suspected tax offenders. Dennis Flydtkjær, an MP with the 
Danish People’s party and a tax rapporteur, said that he was 
sceptical about the deal but that “in this case we can be 
prepared to bend our principles.” 
He told Politiken newspaper that the country was losing 
billions to tax evasion and that it was a scandal. “This is a 
golden opportunity,” he said, “to show that we are actually 
going after people who cheat.” 
 

22 Research Studies Proving the ROI of 
Sustainability  

(in case you’re not already convinced) 
What you will learn from this collection: 
• How leading researchers analyze the ROI of 

sustainability on multiple levels; 
• Why investing in companies with strong 

sustainability credentials is a consistently good 
bet, and why Modern Portfolio Theory may be 
outdated; 
• How brand reputations are related to 

sustainability initiatives, quality of 
management, employee engagement, use of 
corporate assets, innovation, quality of 
products and global competitiveness; 
• How climate leaders among S&P 500 

companies outperform their peers; 
• How the world's 500 largest companies are 

decoupling revenue growth from GHG 
emissions. 

Free download from SustainableBrands.com 
 
In this seven-minute video from 
SustainableBrands.com, Janez Potocnik of the 
UNEP International Resource Panel, France, 
discusses the circular economy as it relates to 
policy worldwide. 
“Prices do not reflect the right costs on the market 
today,” he says. “In essence, we are dealing with a 
lot of market failures – which we have to address.” 
He provides brief overviews of why collaboration 
drives effective policy and why lock-ins related to 
past investments (such as in infrastructure) must 
be addressed to allow big changes to happen. 
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