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2002: A Grace Odyssey 
Every year, third-year students at Gustavson compete 
in their cohorts for points in a series of challenges. 
This fall, CSSI offered $150 to the cohort that used the 
fewest disposable coffee cups (see the story in the Oct 
27 Communiqué).  
We’ve discovered that the winner, Cohort 5, decided 
to spend their winnings not on pizza or doughnuts or 
more coffee, but on food for other people. 
That triggered a drive amongst all the cohorts to see 
which could bring in the most non-perishable food 
items (our students are not only smart and 
compassionate, they’re very competitive). 
The result? The Mustard Seed Food Bank staff had to 
bring their van to haul away 2,002 items, including 
flats of soup, very many noodles, and even a 60-
pound bag of dog food.  
Gustavson. Students. Rock. 

 

Thanksgiving 
• Thanksgiving in North America is rooted in English 

traditions dating from the Protestant Reformation 
• The first Canadian Thanksgiving might have been 

Martin Frobisher’s, when in 1578 he and his crew 
had survived the long and perilous journey from 
England to present-day Nunavut 
• A little later, the French settlers who came to New 

France in the early 17th century celebrated 
successful harvests 

 

The carbon footprint of turkey 
Researchers at the University of Manchester figure 
that a turkey-n-trimmings feast for eight produces 
approximately 44 pounds of carbon dioxide emissions. 
About 60% of that planet-warming gas comes from 
the life cycle of the turkey alone. 
It'll take at least 915,200 barrels of oil to produce and 
ship all the turkeys Americans eat during this holiday. 
So says Thanksgiving dinner's carbon footprint in the 
Chicago Tribune, anyway.  

Meat giant Tyson Foods is betting on meat 
alternatives going big 

The company known for frozen chickens and Jimmy 
Dean sausages just bought five percent of the veggie-
burger company Beyond Meat, giving Tyson a stake in 
“a fast-growing segment of the protein market,” said 
Tyson Executive Vice President Monica McGurk. 
 
Tie this in with Saudi Arabia announcing three years 
ago that the country would invest $109billion in 
renewable energy.  
And the charitable Rockefeller Brothers Fund two 
years ago announcing its divestment from fossil fuel 
investments. 
This is starting to look like a trend.  
Hm. 
 

Dannon's Non-GMO Commitment Garners 
'Unfounded Accusations' from Farm Groups 

Yogurt giant Dannon has announced new sustainable 
agriculture and non-GMO commitments. Now, farm 
organizations have decided that food companies 
'jumping on the anti-GMO bandwagon' cannot go 
unchallenged. 
Six US agriculture groups have launched a new 
campaign arguing that GMOs are safe and that not 
using them would mean losing 20 years of beneficial 
progress.  
 
For more on the recent GMO discussion/controversy, 
see the New York Times on Oct 29, 2016 and Grist on 
Nov 1, 2016. 
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