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This edition brought to you by Sustainable Development Goal #16: peace, justice, & strong institutions 

Next-gen agtech 
According to Aleinu aeroponic farm plants seeds 
for a new social, environmental and educational 
model of agricultural sustainability in Israel21C 
last month, a new farming system is already 
growing food and employment in an area that’s 
tough both politically and climatically – the desert 
between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. 
 

 Case studies: UK 
UK organization Business in the Community offers 
a host of current case studies about businesses 
that are benefiting by creating positive impact. 
 

Looking for forced labour in supply chains 
Some of the world’s largest information and 
communications technology (ICT) companies, 
including Hitachi, Canon and Samsung, must ramp 
up efforts to address the risk of forced labour in 
supply chains, according to a new report from 
KnowTheChain. The US supply-chain 
accountability initiative benchmarked 20 global 
ICT companies on a number of areas including 
auditing, recruitment practices and worker rights. 
The average score was 39 out of a possible 100. 
The story is in The Guardian on June 23, 2016. 
 

Trader Joe’s -  
Looks adorable, passes gas like a climate villain 

American retailer Trader Joe’s is the go-to supplier 
of bagged almonds and $2 wine to a generation of 
city dwellers. But it’s is also “a stone-cold villain of 
the greenhouse gas variety,” according to Grist on 
June 27, 2016. 
The article says the Environmental Protection 
Agency has announced that Trader Joe’s 
refrigerator maintenance was so slack it released 
a “very large” quantity of the greenhouse gas R-22 
(Freon) into the atmosphere. R-22 is a doozy, with 
1,800 times the global-warming potential of 
carbon dioxide. 

Finance 
“We believe that creating financial value must also 
include the creation of social and environmental 
value,” begins the 2015 sustainability report for 
the Edmond de Rothschild group.  
“Our Group's goal is to achieve overall 
performance by taking all of its stakeholders into 
account - a model which combines vision, ethics 
and pragmatism.” 
The whole report, the group’s second, is here. 
 

Summer reading 
Not for profit: why democracy needs the 
humanities by Martha Nussbaum, American 
philosopher and professor of Law and Ethics at the 
University of Chicago. 
It’s available in the UVic library system, the 
Greater Victoria Public Library system, and of 
course at booksellers near you. 
 

And a movie. Bring a hanky. 
The True Cost is a documentary about the clothes 
we wear, the people who make them, and the 
impact the industry is having on our world. The 
price of clothing has been decreasing for decades, 
while the human and environmental costs have 
grown dramatically.  
Filmed all over the world, from the brightest 
runways to the darkest slums, and featuring 
interviews with the world’s leading influencers 
including Stella McCartney, Livia Firth and 
Vandana Shiva, The True Cost invites us on a 
journey into the lives of the many people and 
places behind our clothes. 
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