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Join the Communiqué mailing list. Leave the 
mailing list. Share a good idea. 

 
 

This edition brought to you by the Sustainable Development Goals. All of them. 
 
 

PlanIt – looming deadline 
Got a winning idea? Or a student who has one? 
The Coast Capital Savings Innovation Centre, 
housed at UVic, is giving away $8000 to support 
great business plans! 
PlanIt is open to students, staff, faculty and recent 
alumni from all UVic faculties as well as current 
Coast Capital Savings Innovation Centre clients.  
This year, there’s a $1000 prize for the best 
business plan that features social innovation or a 
sustainability-focused venture idea! 
The deadline for submissions is July 28, and the 
competition is August 4. Get ready to pitch!  
 

Designing a Sustainable World Through 
Commerce:  Achieving the SDGs Through Cradle 

to Cradle Design 
In 2002, William McDonough and Michael 
Braungart launched the design framework “Cradle 
to Cradle,” challenging the notion that human 
industry must inevitably damage the natural 
world.  
Sustainable Brands is hosting a series of free 
webinars with Bill McDonough, during which the 
visionary architect and designer discusses the 
pivotal role of Cradle to Cradle thinking in the 
marketplace, along with case studies, 
applications, misconceptions and 
new developments in the field. 
Learn more details and register for the free July 
27 webinar here. 
 

Digestible deliveries 
Many publications tailor digests just for you and 
your interests. The Guardian’s Sustainable 
Business Network, for example, delivers an email 
with a selection of stories about—you guessed 
it—sustainable business.  
It also includes a few relevant job postings, 
generally in the UK and mostly in London. 

If you want planes to use less fuel, just ask the 
pilot nicely 

Plying pilots with simple incentives, such as 
monthly feedback on how much fuel they’ve 
conserved, can save whopping amounts of fuel, 
emissions, and money, according to a behavioral 
research study recently published by the National 
Bureau of Economic Research. 
The experiment, carried out on Virgin Atlantic 
Airways, was so effective that it “outperforms 
every other reported carbon abatement 
technology of which we are aware,” write the 
economists who executed the study. Across 
40,000 flights over eight months, pilots reduced 
carbon emissions by 21,000 tons and fuel costs 
by $44 million. And they were happier! 
 

Oilsands advisory board appointed 
The province of Alberta has announced the 
members of an 18-member advisory group to 
implement Alberta's climate-change plan.  
The group's mandate is to provide advice on 
ways to ensure that initiatives created as part 
of the government's climate-change plan, 
announced last year, are effective and widely 
supported. 
Read “Alberta co-chair of climate change advisory 
group regrets likening oilsands to 'Mordor'” on 
cbc.ca. 
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