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Our practices set examples for our students 

 

It’s not quite a circular economy – or is it? 
In 2015, Gustavson undergrad Kaila Borrelli co-
founded the SustainableCoop blog. She’s still 
running it, hosting posts about interesting things 
that co-op students see in their workplaces or 
that they’ve initiated during their work terms. 
Right now, Kaila’s interning with Synergy 
Sustainability Institute, marketing the Vancouver 
Island Green Business Certification program, local 
Food Eco-District, and EcoStar Awards. 
In fact, she just finished writing a profile of 
Abeego, the EcoStar Ecopreneur of the Year 
winner in 2015. As it happens, CSSI sponsored 
that award and we’re doing it again in 2016.  
We’ve also hired Synergy Enterprises, the parent 
business of the not-for-profit Synergy 
Sustainability Institute, to create Gustavson’s 
annual greenhouse gas report. 
With so many intersections, is this a circular 
economy? Or just an example of the amazing level 
of integration amongst Gustavson students, 
values, business, and community? 
 

From butts to biofuel 
In the 1970s, US farmers grew more than 2bn 
pounds (900,000 tonnes) of tobacco; by 2012, 
production dropped to about 800m pounds 
(360,000 tonnes). The number of tobacco farms 
declined from 180,000 in the 1980s to just 10,000 
in 2012. 
Since 2009, the US biofuel company Tyton 
BioEnergy Systems has partnered with 
agronomists from Virginia Tech and North 
Carolina State University and tobacco growers to 
research the potential for turning tobacco into 
biomass.  
According to Meet the US farmers turning their 
tobacco into airplane fuel in The Guardian on July 
6, 2016, the farmers can grow varieties that thrive 
in poor conditions unsuitable for other crops. 

Gustavson’s carbon footprint 
At the Gustavson School of Business, we believe in 
measuring so we can manage. As part of our drive 
to reduce our impact on the planet, we’ve been 
tracking our greenhouse gas emissions since 2009, 
and continuously working to cut our carbon, 
waste, and water. 
Our 2015 greenhouse gas report is now online and 
you can see how much our efforts have paid off. 
In 2010, 27 percent of our employees’ commuting 
trips were by bike, bus, or afoot. In 2015, that was 
up to 40 percent! 
Find out more in the full report on CSSI’s website. 

 
Technology fuels flight efficiencies 

According to Boeing, Embraer Unveil Newest 
ecoDemonstrator Aircraft on CSRWire on July 7, 
2016, Boeing has unveiled the next phase of its 
ecoDemonstrator. 
The ecoDemonstrator flights of the Embraer E170 
will test several technologies to reduce carbon 
emissions, fuel use and noise including: 
• LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) technology 

to increase air data reliability; 
• An "ice phobic" paint to reduce icing and help 

prevent accumulation of dirt and bugs; 
• A new wing design to reduce noise on takeoff 

and approach; 
• Special sensors for improved fuel efficiency and 

reduced carbon emissions; 
• A Brazilian-produced biofuel blend.  
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