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Join the Communiqué mailing list. Leave the 
mailing list. Share a good idea. 

 
This edition brought to you by Earth Day, April 22. 

 
Movie night! 

Love Thy Nature, narrated by Liam Neeson, is a 
cinematic journey through the beauty of our 
relationship with the natural world. It shows that 
a renewed connection with nature is key to our 
wellbeing, and also to solving our climate and 
environmental crises. 
At Cinecenta at UVic tonight. 

 
Featured case study 

MEC’s Data-Driven Sustainability Strategy: 
Use Analytics to Adapt to Climate Change – and 
Better Serve Your Customers 
This case study examines how climate change is 
affecting MEC and how the co-operative business 
is addressing the challenges, with an emphasis on 
financial officers and accountants. 
This resource is part of the Chartered Professional 
Accountants of Canada's climate change 
adaptation initiative. Download the full case study 
(PDF) here and check out the CPA Canada’s video 
series on climate change adaptation. 

 

We’ve paid our taxes (right?)  
Here’s a look at the other inevitability 

“For all its verdant landscaping,” writes journalist 
Mark Harris, “the typical cemetery functions less 
like a bucolic resting ground…than a landfill….  
A typical ten-acre swath of cemetery contains 
enough coffin wood to build more than 40 
houses, nearly 1,000 tons of casket steel and 
another twenty thousand tons of vault concrete. 
Add enough toxic formalin to fill a small swimming 
pool and untold gallons of pesticide and weed 
killer…. 
Find out how you can reduce your footprint even 
after you’ve kicked the bucket in Grist describes 
changes to the funeral industry that cut the toxins 
– including mercury and greenhouse gas 
emissions – so you can rest in peace. With a clear 
conscience. 

1x109 
A billion acts of green sounds overwhelming, but it’s 
okay to start with one! 

• Go meatless one day  
• Recycle all those random power cords in your 

junk drawer  
o and the dead batteries too 

• Leave the TV off for an evening 
• Use a cloth napkin instead of paper, and a mug 

instead of disposable. 
More tips live in Gustavson’s Low-Carbon Culture 
Helplist, and public Earth Day events around the world 
are mapped here. 
 

Native Plants 
No matter where you are in the world, the plants that 
have naturally evolved to live there tend to be resilient 
and easy to care for. They also provide a host of other 
benefits, like they: 
• provide habitat for wildlife 
• attract birds, butterflies and other pollinators 
• are adapted to local soil and weather conditions  
• require less water  
• are hardier and more disease resistant  
• increase biodiversity  
• connect children with nature 
 
In Greater Victoria, Swan Lake’s annual native plant 
sale offers great deals, beautiful plants, and good 
advice this weekend. 
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