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In Their Own Hands 
How savings groups revolutionize development,  

by Jeffrey Ashe with Kyla Jagger Neilan 
Two and a half billion people worldwide lack access 
to traditional financial institutions. With a better 
way to save and borrow, they could revolutionize 
development in areas as diverse as health, 
agriculture, education, and grassroots political 
empowerment.  
This article in the Stanford Social Innovation Review 
has more on the topic and the book.  

 
Materiality in the construction industry 

Materiality and external assurance in corporate 
sustainability reporting: An exploratory study of UK 
house builders, by Jones et al offers, first, a review 
of the characteristics of materiality and external 
assurance, and the sustainability challenges facing 
the UK construction industry. Then it looks at the 
extent to which the UK’s leading house builders 
embrace the concept of materiality and commission 
independent external assurance as part of their 
sustainability reporting processes.   
 

Carbon, computers, collaboration 
American computer firm Dell has joined the Ellen 
MacArthur Foundation's Circular Economy 100 
programme and estimates a new step toward a 
circular economy will prevent 820,000 pounds of 
carbon fibre from ending up in landfill. 
According to edie.net, the company will begin using 
reclaimed carbon fibre in its machines, and will 
expand a successful plastics recycling program. 
 

Ten green facts about rugby’s World Cup 
Here’s one: Allianz Park in London has a bespoke 
pitch that slashes water use by 100%.  
There’s a video, but it’s hard to see, what with all 
the rain on the lens… 

Join our mailing list. Leave our mailing list.  
Share a good idea. 

 
 

The Sustainability Consortium 
In 2012, Scientific American called The Sustainability 
Consortium® (TSC®) one of the top 10 world-
changing ideas.  
This global organization was formed to improve the 
sustainability of consumer products. 
Manufacturers, retailers, suppliers, service 
providers, NGOs, civil society organizations, 
governmental agencies and academics work 
collaboratively to build science-based tools that 
address sustainability issues that are materially 
important throughout a product’s supply chain and 
lifecycle.  
Most businesses in Canada are small or medium-
sized and many don’t have a spare $10,000, the 
minimum annual “contribution” for membership in 
TSC. However, this group of powerful corporations 
and NGOs has a lot to teach students. 
More info, including a list of members that range 
from BASF through Monsanto to Walmart and the 
WWF, is on The Sustainability Consortium website. 
 

Equity crowdfunding: the state of Canadian law 
Q: What is the general legal status of equity 
crowdfunding in Canada? 
A: There is a law in certain provinces that permits 
“start-up” equity crowdfunding. On May 14, 2015 
the securities regulators in British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec, New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia adopted registration and 
prospectus exemptions (the “Crowdfunding Rule”) 
that allow start-up and early stage companies to 
raise capital in those jurisdictions. 
Globe-Net.com has the whole article. 
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