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Everybody’s business:  
not even in Gustavson’s classrooms yet 

At Gustavson, we don’t wait for students to get into the 
classroom to start the learning. During the week before 
classes officially start, new Commerce students join a 
maelstrom of activities that introduce them to our 
Integrative, International, Innovative, and 
Sustainable/Socially Responsible pillars. 
The annual MIIISsion Impossible, for example, blends (like 
a KitchenAid on High) teambuilding, creativity, 
sustainability, global mindset, cooperation, presentation 
and maybe even a little networking.  
On Friday, Sept 5, all the third-year students were assigned 
to five-person teams. They had the morning to dream up 
an innovative, sustainable, socially responsible business 
idea that would be a good cultural fit for the home country 
of the international or exchange student on the team.  
In the afternoon, they presented their ideas visually and 
verbally to community and faculty judges. 
This year’s winning team of Rachel Beckley, Sara Fouwaaz, 
Evyn Haberstock, Lisa Nilsson, and Angus Wong proposed 
Tim the Talking Trash Bin, an interactive waste can that 
teaches children to recycle, instilling a sustainable mindset 
from an early age. The product, the students explained, 
scans each item and ensures it has been placed in the 
correct bin. “Tim” then speaks to the child to further 
encourage recycling and sustainability. 

The winning team, here with Margaret Klatt, academic director 
of the undergraduate programs, shares fame, glory, and the 
$250 prize money.  

Join our mailing list. Leave our mailing list.  
Ask a question. Share a great idea. 
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If you could bottle that… 

In 2011, Jenny Dawson put aside her lucrative 
career in finance and started scouring London’s 
Covent Garden market for the 1.5 tons of surplus 
fruit and vegetables that each week fall prey to 
fluctuating supply and demand. 
The business model is “tricky,” Dawson says. “We 
don’t use fruit to make chutney; we make chutney 
to use fruit.” 
The firm has grown beyond Borough market to the 
shelves of Waitrose, Selfridges and Harvey Nichols. 
The trick now is to stay true to Rubies in the 
Rubble’s core values while scaling ever upward. 
 

Bacardi goes to bat for, um 
The folks at Bacardi are thrilled to find bats in their 
neighbourhood. The company founders chose the 
bat as their emblem back in 1862 because Spanish 
and Cuban lore says the flying mammals bring 
good health, good fortune, and family unity.  
And hey, it has obviously worked for the firm that 
has grown from a distillery in Santiago, Cuba, to a 
multinational enterprise with a fifth-generation 
Bacardi in the chair. 
Even better news for the bats is that Bacardi 
employees are supporting education around 
Eumops floridanus, whose 500 members live only 
in southern Florida.  

 
Free public talk today! 

What entrepreneurs can – or should - do before 
they dance with the angels 

John Mullins, best-selling author and Associate 
Professor at London Business School, will tell the 
stories of five distinct customer-funded models 
that today’s entrepreneurs can, and often should, 
use to fund their start-ups or to finance and grow 
their companies. 
Today! Thursday, Sept 11, 7:30-9 pm  
UVic’s David Turpin Building Room A102 
Sponsored by the Innovation Centre for Entrepreneurs 
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