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Shell’s game 
In 2012, LEGO began partnering with Shell and Ferrari 
to promote Shell’s V-Power fuel to appeal to 
consumers via their kids. According to an article in 
Sustainable Brands, LEGO released an online video 
game, and more than 16 million Shell-branded LEGO 
Ferraris were distributed to gas stations in 26 
countries. The campaign apparently worked, boosting 
Shell’s global fuel sales by 7.5 percent.  
Shell’s Arctic program has faced criticism from 
environmental NGOs and regulators since 2012, and 
Greenpeace asserts it is putting the region's unique 
marine environment at risk and exacerbating global 
warming. 
Greenpeace has launched a campaign urging LEGO end 
its partnership with the oil company, which the 
watchdog group contends has been using LEGO’s 
brand to clean up its image as an Arctic oil driller. 
 
Are brontosaurs the only ones still saying we have to 
choose between the economy and the environment? 

According to What If Canada Exported Clean Energy 
Instead of Oil? in The Tyee on July 21, 2014, tradeoffs 
between economic pain and ecological gain are 
ceasing to exist in many parts of the world. 
In West Africa, for example, solar power is now 
cheaper than the diesel burned for electricity. During 
the past five years, Quebec's Windiga Energy has 
quietly become the region's biggest developer of clean 
energy. 

Electric shock 
“There is surprising – even shocking – good news: Our 
ability to convert sunshine into usable energy has 
become much cheaper far more rapidly than anyone 
had predicted,” writes Al Gore in the June 2014 issue 
of Rolling Stone. “The cost of electricity from 
photovoltaic…cells is now equal to or less than the cost 
of electricity from other sources powering electric 
grids in at least 79 countries.” 

Join our mailing list. Leave our mailing list.  
Ask a question. Share a great idea. 

 

 
Check out the Energy tab of PICS’s News Scan for July 
17, 2014 for a story about new electric vehicle 
infrastructure in BC. 
A new round of funding will add 300 public charging 
stations in BC urban areas plus 30 fast chargers along 
major transportation corridors by 2016. 
This is exactly the kind of news that makes Robert F. 
Kennedy, Jr. happy. The venture capitalist has said that 
true free-market capitalism would spur clean-energy 
investment and infrastructure, and that to effect 
meaningful change quickly, “the biggest thing we need 
to do is construct a national [clean energy] grid.” 
The whole video conversation is at GLOBE2014. 
 

Clean Energy Saves US Companies More Than $1 
Billion Annually 

The largest companies in the USA are embracing 
renewable energy sourcing and greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction efforts, according to a new 
report from Calvert Investments, Ceres, David 
Gardiner & Associates, and World Wildlife Fund. 
Sixty percent of the Fortune 100 have goals for 
renewable energy or greenhouse gas reductions, and 
their implementation efforts have saved UPS more 
than $200 million a year, Cisco Systems $151 million, 
PepsiCo $120 million, United Continental $104 million, 
and General Motors $73 million. 

 
Communiqués are archived on CSSI’s website 

Last week we shared the Good and Cheap cookbook 
for eating well on $4 a day, some unsavory truths 
about organic beef, and a money-making poop-to-
energy system. 
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