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Everybody’s business: in Gustavson’s classrooms 
Many MBA students see sustainability as an intriguing issue, says Assistant Professor Uzay 
Damali. When he brings up the subject in MBA 512 Quality Management and Service 
Operations, they sit up and start arguing.  
“There is some mystery around sustainability,” Damali says. “It stimulates them and gets 
them talking.  
“For me as an Operations Management researcher and teacher,” he adds, “sustainability is 
three things: quality improvement, process improvement, and innovation. I try to show 

those to my students.”  
He also tells them that having some sustainability experience can help them in a job search.  
“They can use it to differentiate themselves from the crowd,” he points out. 
 
Real estate development and conservation easements 

James Vercammen of the Sauder School of Business & Food and Resource Economics, 
UBC, will visit the Economics department at UVic on Jan 10, 2014 (BEC room 363 from 3-
4:30 pm) to talk about his paper “The Welfare Impacts of a Conservation Easement.” 
Owners of undeveloped land sometimes face a dilemma: they must weigh the size of the 
easement payment relative to the environmental value of the land, and the social 

opportunity cost of the tax credit provided to easement holders. What are the conditions under which a 
landowner will choose to accept a socially undesirable easement and reject a socially desirable 
easement?  
Simulation results reveal that shifting from a one-time easement to a standing offer easement generates 
comparatively small gains for the landowner and comparatively large gains for society. 
 
Never mind big oil. Alberta’s got big gas 

Canada’s biggest facility for turning manure and food-processing waste into electricity 
just went online in Lethbridge, AB. The state-of-the-art biogas facility can process more 
than 100,000 tonnes of farm waste per year and can produce 2.8 MW of electrical 
power today, and up to 4.2 MW with additional generating units in the future. The 
story’s in the ISIS Research Centre’s Clean Capital News Archive for Dec 12, 2013 

So does BC 
Abbotsford’s Bakerview EcoDairy was the first commercial system of its kind in Canada, harnessing the 
power of cow manure to generate electricity for its barn and milking operations and provide the excess 
to environmentally conscious businesses via BC Hydro’s power grid. In a year, the biogas generator 
consumes about 1.6 million litres of manure, produces 170,000 kilowatts of electricity and prevents 
about 150 tonnes of greenhouse gases from entering the atmosphere. More details were in the 
Vancouver Sun on June 20, 2013. 
 
Need cases? 

There’s a plethora of links to small and large businesses from Argentina to Tanzania, from 
Dominican Republic to the United Arab Emirates and beyond. Find them on the PRMETime 
blog posts of February 13, 2012, July 3, 2012, October 29, 2012, March 22, 2013, June 10, 
2013, and December 23, 2013. 

 

 

http://beaconnews.ca/blog/2013/12/lethbridge-biogas-turning-manure-into-green-energy-money
http://www.sauder.ubc.ca/Faculty/Research_Centres/ISIS/Programs/Clean_Capital/Clean_Capital_News_Archive_2013/New_Alberta_biogas_facility_largest_of_its_kind_in_Canada?utm_source=getresponse&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cleancapitalnews&utm_content=Clean+Capital+News+-+12+December+2013
http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/manure+powers+businesses/8555845/story.html
http://primetime.unprme.org/2012/02/13/business-examples-from-around-the-world-poland-united-kingdom-netherlands/?relatedposts_exclude=1095
http://primetime.unprme.org/2012/07/03/business-examples-from-around-the-world-tanzania-dominican-republic-and-slovenia/?relatedposts_exclude=1170
http://primetime.unprme.org/2012/10/29/examples-of-sustainable-business-from-around-the-world-usa-and-australia/?relatedposts_exclude=1095
http://primetime.unprme.org/2013/03/22/sustainable-business-examples-from-around-the-world-egypt-switzerland-and-uae/?relatedposts_exclude=672
http://primetime.unprme.org/2013/06/10/business-examples-from-around-the-world-finland-belgium-and-france/?relatedposts_exclude=879
http://primetime.unprme.org/2013/06/10/business-examples-from-around-the-world-finland-belgium-and-france/?relatedposts_exclude=879
http://primetime.unprme.org/2013/12/23/sustainable-business-examples-from-around-the-world-kosovo-argentina-and-scotland/
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