
Communiqué 
Centre for Social and Sustainable Innovation 

Gustavson School of Business, University of Victoria 
March 28, 2013 

 
Eco-social economy 

Wednesday, April 3, 9:30 to 10:30 AM, Sedgewick C168 
Nathan Bennett, of the Centre for Cooperative and Community-Based Economy, will discuss the role 
of environmental sustainability within theories of the social economy, using a case study of the Lutsel 
K’e Dene First Nation and the Thaidene Nene protected area initiative. 

 
Microfinance research seminar 

Friday, April 5, 12-1:30 PM, BEC 402  
The Institutional Context of Poverty: state fragility as a predictor of cross-national variation 
in commercial microfinance lending. 
Dr. Josh Ault, professor of International Business at Gustavson, will present his research on 
microfinance. He’ll describe the results of his examination of cross-national variation in the 

global growth of commercial microfinance from 1998–2009, analyzing the role of national institutions 
in shaping the ability of commercial enterprises to reach the global poor.  
 
Supply chain, climate change, profit margin 

Research into lubrication for heavy-duty diesel engines could decrease fuel consumption, decrease 
carbon emissions, and improve the bottom line of trucking firms and their customers. 
 

 
Greening organizational behaviour:  Journal of Organizational Behaviour special issue 

Includes, for example: “Changing behaviour: Increasing the effectiveness of workplace 
interventions in creating pro-environmental behaviour change,” Kerrie L. Unsworth, Alina 
Dmitrieva and Elisa Adriasola; “Environmental standards and labor productivity: 
Understanding the mechanisms that sustain sustainability,” Magali A. Delmas and Sanja 

Pekovic; “Exceptional boards: Environmental experience and positive deviance from institutional norms,” Judith 
L. Walls and Andrew J. Hoffman. 
 
Corporate Social Responsibility, Return on Investment, promotion 
Companies around the world are putting more effort and investment into demonstrating good corporate 
citizenship on environmental, social and related governance factors. However, research shows that it may be 
getting harder for them to gain recognition for doing so.   
 
Teaching module 

Base of the pyramid: business strategies 
Includes: Reinventing strategies for the BoP (case study on global seeds to village farmers); 
Reaching scale (case study on constructing a BoP business within multinational CEMEX); Creating 
mutual value (case study on Hindustan Lever); and more. 

 
 
To be added to or removed from the Communiqué distribution list, or to contribute a link or story 
idea, please email cssi@uvic.ca. 
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