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Microfinance research seminar: Friday, April 5, 12-1:30 PM, BEC 402. Dr. Josh Ault describes his findings 
on “The Institutional Context of Poverty: state fragility as a predictor of cross-national variation in 
commercial microfinance lending.” 
 
Non-renewable resources, policy, governance  

UVic professors Daniel Rondeau (Economics), Judith Sayers (Business and Law), and 
Karena Shaw (Environmental Studies and Political Science) built on an IdeaFest panel 
discussion with this piece in the Vancouver Sun about better planning and policy for 
long-term economic and ecologic value in BC.  

 
Clean tech, Africa, investment 

BC-based Ballard Power Systems has a new investor that’s supporting the “potential 
transformational impact fuel cells could have on the economy in South Africa,” according 
to this article. One application that the South African government and the investor are 
interested in is a home generator for producing economical electricity in remote rural 
communities. 

 
Clean tech, manufacturing, innovation 

In March, the U.S. Department of Energy launched a new Clean Energy Manufacturing 
Initiative to strengthen American clean energy manufacturing and enhance U.S. 
competitiveness. 
The Initiative will increase funding for clean energy manufacturing research, 
development, and demonstration across the Department and additional details, including 

funding amounts, will be outlined in President Obama’s upcoming Fiscal Year 2014 proposed budget. In 
his 2013 State of the Union Address, the president spotlighted both clean energy technology and 
advanced manufacturing as pillars of his vision for economic renewal. 
 
Clean tech, zero-emissions flights, innovation 

This will help Gustavson achieve our goal of carbon neutrality!  
Reaction Engines Ltd. of Oxfordshire, England, is one of the companies working on 
flights of the future, according to this article. Its concept A2 airplane will combine 
extremely advanced technology with environmental friendliness, ferrying 300 people up 

to 12,430 miles at speeds of up to Mach 5, producing only water as an environmental byproduct. 
Illustration: John Guilfoyle 

Natural capital, policy, organizational behaviour, change 
Natural Capital Management (NCM) considers environmental externalities like depletion 
of nature’s services (water, minerals, and so on) and including them in business decision 
making. Because they have often been economically invisible (until recently, at least), 
they’ve been excluded from policy-making and business decision-making, but that’s no 
longer tenable.  

This report, “Organisational Change for Natural Capital Management: Strategy and Implementation,” 
assesses 26 pioneering companies on change motivations for NCM. 

http://www.vancouversun.com/business/bc2035/have+boom+without+bust/8185821/story.html
http://www.globe-net.com/articles/2013/march/6/bringing-fuel-cell-technology-to-the-home/
http://theenergycollective.com/jessejenkins/203056/department-energy-launches-new-clean-energy-manufacturing-initiative?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The+Energy+Collective+%28all+posts%29
http://theenergycollective.com/jessejenkins/203056/department-energy-launches-new-clean-energy-manufacturing-initiative?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The+Energy+Collective+%28all+posts%29
http://www.marketplace.org/topics/economy/2013-state-union-address-annotated-transcript
http://www.reactionengines.co.uk/
http://www.emagazine.com/magazine/flights-of-the-future
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-512375/Son-Concorde-New-hypersonic-airliner-fly-Australia-just-hours.html
http://www.teebforbusiness.org/how/organizational-change-for-natural-capital-management-strategy-and-implementation.html

