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Join the Communiqué mailing list. Leave the 
mailing list. Share a good idea. 

 
 

April 6, 2017 is the International Day of Sport for Development and Peace:  
may we suggest that you go play something? 

 

Try me a river 
New Zealand’s Whanganui river is now a legal 
person, according to a law that was approved on 
March 14, 2017. It can own property, incur debts 
and petition the courts. (But can it order a beer? 
New Zealanders want to know.) 
Days after that law passed, an Indian court declared 
two of the country’s biggest and most sacred rivers, 
the Ganges and Yamuna, to be people too. Making 
explicit reference to the Whanganui settlement, the 
court assigned legal “parents” to protect and 
conserve their waters. 
There’s more to this fascinating long-running story in 
The Economist of March 22, 2017. 
 

Most-read 
Ethical Corporation has compiled its most popular 
recent articles, briefings and reports. This free 
package includes: 
• Biomimicry the future of sustainability 
• B2G – Collaborating for the SDGs 
• Tata’s partnership to drive sustainable goals 
• Trust in companies at crisis levels 
• 3 in 3- An interview with Paypal’s SVP of 

Corporate Affairs and Communications 
 

Free webcast 
Sifting through the Anthropocene: science and 
discourse in a human made epoch 
The webcast of James Syvitski ‘s March 28 
presentation is now available, free, online. 
The Anthropocene concept has emerged as a new 
paradigm for understanding our place in the world 
by social scientists, humanities scholars, politicians, 
activists, journalists, educators and artists and 
thrown up a range of thorny questions.  
Geologist James Syvitski explores these prickly 
topics, investigating how we can align global 
governance with stewardship. 

Ping-pong for peace 
Due to its vast reach, unparalleled popularity and 
foundation of positive values, sport is ideally 
positioned to contribute towards the United 
Nations’ objectives for development and peace. 
The Declaration of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development points out sport’s role for social 
progress: 
"Sport is also an important enabler of sustainable 
development. We recognize the growing 
contribution of sport to the realization of 
development and peace in its promotion of 
tolerance and respect and the contributions it makes 
to the empowerment of women and of young 
people, individuals and communities as well as to 
health, education and social inclusion objectives." 
Gustavson researchers Rick Cotton and Richard 
Wolfe examine the role and impact of sport in a 
variety of functions related to business, such as 
leadership and strategy. 
 

Recycling rockets 
How wasteful would it be to throw away an airplane 
after every flight? Elon Musk’s SpaceX is applying 
that question to space flight and just sent a pre-used 
rocket booster to launch a communications satellite. 
Story and video in the New York Times on March 30, 
2017. 
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