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SENATE COMMITTEE ON LIBRARIES

To: Senate

From: Senate Committee on Libraries
Date: April 15, 2026

Re: 2025/2026 Annual Report

The Terms of Reference for the Senate Committee on Libraries define its scope and relationship
with Senate and other Senate committees. Annually in May, the committee presents a report to
Senate on its business and proceedings over the previous academic year.

The Senate Committee on Libraries met 4 times in during 2025/2026:

September 24, 2025
November 26, 2025
January 21, 2026
March 25, 2026

Another meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2026.
Throughout the 2025/2026 year, the committee undertook the following:

e Dr. Adrienne Boyarin chaired the September 2025 meeting. Professor Robert Howell
assumed the chair from November 2025 for the remainder of the academic year.

e Jonathan Bengtson, University Librarian and Karen Munro, Associate University Librarian,
Engagement and Learning, provided the committee with comprehensive updates on
developments and events within the library system. Highlights included:

Artificial Intelligence and research

Communications issues

Capital proposals and developments

Space planning

Planning for hosting by UVic Libraries of Pacific Rim Resource Library Alliance

(PRRLA) in Fall 2026

o The zero-cost textbook program which saved students $695,000 in Fall 2025 and
an estimated $3 million since the program launched
APC waivers for researchers
Activities concerning the Digital Scholarship Commons
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https://www.uvic.ca/universitysecretary/assets/docs/scommittees/terms-of-references/SCL_TOR_April_2025.pdf

o The unfortunate flooding in December 2025 of areas within McPherson Library
and consequential renovations in Spring 2026

e Detailed presentations and discussions included:

o UVic Libraries’ launch of our Kula: Library Futures Academy, a library-based
institute of advanced studies, and a cross-disciplinary space for creative
scholarship and innovative ideas and collaboration especially concerning new
technologies, methods and research practices. The role of the academic library
is central in the facilitation of these perspectives as well as the identifying and
enhancing of positive impacts upon human culture and society. The 2024-2026
series focused on human rights, cultural heritage and the role of an academic
library in the 215t century of preserving and making accessible, in an ethical way,
cultural heritage information and data. Dr. Matt Huculak is the Director of Kula:
Library Futures Academy and made the presentation to the committee.

o UVic Libraries’ focus on Research Data Skills was presented by Nick Rochlin,
Data Science Librarian, who acquainted the committee with the initiatives being
undertaken in this context of science-based data. Other initiatives included the
creation of an Indigenous Hub to consolidate resources that are scattered
across units and institutions; redesigning the University Libraries website to
amplify the content and to make resources more accessible; and continuing to
add new resources and to facilitate access.

o On alater occasion, UVic's Indigenous Initiatives Librarian, Jessie Lampreau,
provided further matters concerning the Indigenous Hub. An emphasis has
been placed on local Indigenous content and “hard to find” materials followed
consultation with faculty and library stakeholders. Similarly, the need for
inclusion of Indigenous research methodology for teaching and research
continues to be a point of focus.

o Generative artificial intelligence (Gen AI) workshops, programs and resources
were presented by Karen Munro. A particular focus was a Faculty Forum held in
November 2025. Topics examined how Al is transforming higher education,
reimagining epistemology and the origins of knowledge, ethical concerns,
access barriers and methodologies. In all these contexts UVic Libraries has an
important role in providing trusted advice, training and infrastructural support
to ensure Al literacy. There is a need to coordinate with the Al section of the
Kula Academy (above) as well as to provide guidelines for citation of Al sources.

o UVic Libraries, Dean Seeman, Director, Collections & Digital Infrastructure,

updated the committee on the ongoing “comprehensive deselection” of
physical items in the collection. This process is to ensure continued relevance of
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the collection and to create needed space for future priorities. The process
involves a systematic review of items with the guiding question:

“What is UVic Libraries physical collection for, and how does it fit into the
global cultural heritage network.”

Special Collections and University Archives materials are not included in this
review. Items prioritized for retention will be of recent circulation, purchase or
publication and items not widely held elsewhere, items required for shared print
initiatives, items of local significance or relevance to diverse and
underrepresented communities. Deselection will focus on items of low or
limited circulation, multiple copies or materials with online equivalents and
superseded editions.

o Dr.Inba Kehoe, Head, Copyright and Scholarly Communications in UVic Libraries
provided the committee with a comprehensive review and update of the ORCID
(Open Researcher and Contributor ID) and Narrative CVs. ORCID provides a
single location that enables scholars to upload and share scholarly work
throughout all of a scholar’s professional life. Participants receive a dedicated
marker to avoid mistaken identity. Individual CVs may also be uploaded.

Overall, the committee has enjoyed a productive and informative year.
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