
POLI 327: Political Economy of the Global South 

  
 

Instructor Summer 2022: Lynn Ng Yu Ling 
 

Course delivery: In the Summer 2022 term, this course will be delivered online with 
synchronous lectures. 
 
Course description:  
This course will introduce students to the study of political economy in the Global South – 
‘post-colonial’ states of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Oceania, and Latin America – using 
broad concepts that can be applied to specific case studies, and allow for the opportunity 
to develop your personal research interests in a final paper assignment. The larger 
globalizing forces of our study include ones like capitalism, empire, colonialism, 
imperialism, and other social structures like patriarchy and racism that carry over into the 
international division of labor. The course will be divided into three parts. The first section 
will situate the contemporary political economy of the Global South in the historical 
context of global capitalism, indentured labor or slavery, empire and colonialism. The 
second section will look at the struggles of newly independent post-colonial states in their 
quest for economic nationalism and industrial development for a more equal world order. 
The third section will explore China’s meteoric rise on the international stage and how 
their role as an economic superpower implicates diplomatic relations between the Global 
North and South, also South to South relations with a particular focus on the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Course outcomes/objectives: 

 Explore the critical political economy approach and apply this to social, economic 
and political change in the Global South. 

 Understand the changing landscapes of global trade, production and development 
cooperation. 

 Develop critical thinking skills associated with the evaluation and development of 
arguments and conceptual frameworks from the course. 

 
Topics may include: 

Global change and South-South relations 
National development and development cooperation 
Third world debt crisis 
International trade and transnational production 
Belt and Road initiative 
 
This summary provides an overall sense of the course and is not an official course outline. 
Detailed course outlines will be available for all registered students on the first day of class.  


