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Geog 391 A01 

ANTARCTICA: THE FRAGILE CONTINENT 

Spring 2019 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Instructor:   Dan Smith 

email: smith@uvic.ca 
 

Course Meeting Time:   1000 to 1120 hrs 
Monday and Thursday  
Clearihue Building D132 

 

Department of Geography Information 

Geography Department website: http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/geography 
GEOGPLAN degree planning guide: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/moodle [Log in as a guest] 
Undergraduate Advisor: Phil Wakefield (philw@geog.uvic.ca) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This course explores the Antarctic continent and subantarctic region. It aims to develop an understanding 
of the biophysical context and human history of Antarctica, with a specific focus on their relevance to this 
unique and fragile continent's conservation and sustainable use.  
 

 

mailto:smith@uvic.ca
http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/geography
http://www.geog.uvic.ca/moodle
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 Participants will develop, through lectures and assigned readings, an inter-disciplinary 
understanding of the physical and social history and current issues in the Antarctic region, 
including their interrelationships. 

 Participants will develop specialized understanding, through independent research, of the 
issues in one specific area of Antarctic enquiry (e.g., history of science/exploration, 
environmental ethics, geology, glaciers, climate change impacts, marine birds, penguin 
science, etc.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

General Outline:  
 
A. Continent of Extremes: The Biophysical Context of Antarctica  

 Geosciences (Physical Geography; Geology; Climate and Weather) 

 Water Science (Snow and Ice; Ice and Oceans; Lakes and Rivers) 

 Biodiversity (Life in Ice, Lakes and Rivers; Terrestrial Organisms; Marine Plankton and Other 
Invertebrates) 

 Antarctic Birds and Marine Mammals (Ecology & Food webs) 

  
B. The Human History of Antarctica  

 Issues of human history and experience in the Antarctic region 

 Exploration and history of science of Antarctica 

 Development of international interests and law 

 
C. The Fragile Continent: Current Issues in Antarctic Management & Conservation 

 The impacts of humans on the Antarctic, such as eco-tourism and visitor carrying capacities, 
international and environmental law, policies and debates, conservation including wildlife 
management, representations of the Antarctic, and the ecological and geo-political future of the  
continent.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Suggested Readings and Information Sources 
 

 Readings will come from posted book chapters, journal literature, agency reports or online sources, 
and will be available in the Geography 391 Course Spaces site.  
 

 Twitter posts via @CaAntarctica  
 

 Attached reading list (Source: J.S. Gardner) 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://twitter.com/CaAntarctica
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Course Evaluation 

 
Learning outcomes will be measured via the submission of: an annotated bibliography based 
upon the course readings; two short literature review essays, an independent/small-group 
research paper; and a research presentation and poster, with content derived from the 
research paper. 
 
Assignments and grading: 
 

Annotated course bibliography  15% 
Literature essays (2)    25% (12.5% each)  
Research Essay    40% 
Research Presentation   10% 
Research Poster    10% 
TOTAL       100% 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Annotated Course Bibliography 
 

Each course participant completes the course readings posted in Course Spaces and submits an 
annotated bibliography (one paragraph description of the topic, arguments, and evidence of each 
source) by March 18 (15 points). 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Literature Essays:  
 
Course participants will submit two topical (recent) and focused literature essays (worth 12.5 
points each) – one by the end of January and the second by the end of February. The reviews 
should focus on topics/issues distinct from the topic of your research paper.  

 
Literature Essay Guidelines 
 
The approximately 1500 word literature essays should include the following:  
 

 Introduction: Outline the topic and set out your framework for discussion.  

 Discussion: Address 2-3 key issues from readings. The discussion should thoughtful, well 
written, and persuasive, supported by evidence from the literature.  

 Conclusion: Sum up the discussion and provide a clear set of concluding points.  

 References: You should use references from the peer-reviewed journal literature, and cite 
these in the body of the essay and reference list, using the citation guideline below.   
 
Resler, L., Davis, T. and Krissek, L. 2017. Traveling with penguins in Antarctica. Journal of 

Off-the-Wall Academics 30:692-703. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Research Essay/Presentation/Poster:  
 
Course participants are required to submit a research essay focused on one specific area of 
Antarctic enquiry (worth 40 points). The content of the essay will form the basis of a research 
presentation made to the class (worth 10 points) using an accompanying electronic research 
poster (worth 10 points).  

 The paper is due by Wednesday April 3st.  Prior to beginning to research your essay 
topic, you are encouraged to speak to the course instructor. 

 Presentation of the research essay findings and posters will be scheduled for the 2-3 
weeks of the term. 

 
a) Research Essay 
    

Based on literature published in peer-reviewed journals, you will develop a research paper 
that explores a topic related to your area of interest. Topics must be approved by the 
instructor in advance via a research proposal. Should you wish to collaborate with someone 
and submit a joint essay/poster, please let the course instructor know – an email is fine. 
 

 Research paper proposal due by January 21st. The proposal should include a one 
paragraph summary statement and a reference list containing at least five sources from 
the published literature.  
 

 The essay is due by Wednesday April 3st.    
 

Research Essay Guidelines 
 

 The goal of the research essay to bring together different views, evidence, and facts about 
a topic. Then interpret the information into your own writing.   
 

 Your research essay should show two things: what you know or learned about a certain 
topic, and what other people know about the same topic. Often you make a judgment, or 
just explain complex ideas.  
 

 Your essay will requires extensive evidence to support a focused thesis. Key to writing 
your research paper is gathering information from sources that comprehensively address 
an appropriately focused topic (e.g., Tourism is a threat to Antarctica’s pristine 
wilderness), and synthesizing the information to present a strong argument supporting a 
clear thesis.  
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o You will require extensive evidence to comprehensively address an appropriately 

focused topic, and you will need to synthesize the information to present a 

strong argument supporting a clear thesis. 

 

o If you are not sure where to start, do some preliminary research to get a sense of 

the context of your topic. Read background information and let your new 

insights help you brainstorm about how to approach the assignment. The goal is 

to develop a clear research question, tentative thesis statement, or summative 

description. This will help you to research more efficiently because you will be 

better prepared to evaluate whether a particular source is relevant to your topic. 

Skim each source you are considering to determine how it relates to your 

research question or working thesis. If you cannot see the connection, do not 

use that source. 

 

o Analyzing Your Research:  Read through the material you have collected critically 

and carefully. It is important to know exactly what the authors are saying and 

why. Take detailed notes as you read. Be careful to keep track of which source 

you are taking notes from. Focus on identifying the main conclusions of the book 

or article, and the approach the author uses to arrive at that conclusion. Aim to 

have a short summary of the whole, with a few pertinent details. Use direct 

quotations only if they are vital to establishing your point. Step back and 

reconsider your thesis statement, research question or summative description in 

light of the reading you have completed. Does the evidence answer the question 

or support the thesis? Has the data, or any of the arguments, caused you to 

change your mind? If necessary, revise your tentative thesis statement, research 

question or summative description to fully account for the information your 

research has uncovered. 

 

o Synthesizing Information: Remember that a research essay is not a simple 

shopping list of facts; it is a synthesis of evidence in response to a very specific 

question or thesis statement. Read your notes carefully. Look for ways of 

categorizing or grouping points together, according to overarching concepts. Use 

these categories to help you develop a structure for your paper. 

 

o Writing Your Research Essay: There are three stages you should consider in 

writing a research essay: prewriting, writing, and revising. Writing a research 

essay is not the kind of process where you have to finish step one before moving 

on to step two, and so on. Your job is to make your ideas as clear as possible, and 

that means you might have to go back and forth between the prewriting, writing 

and revising stages several times before submitting the paper. 
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Your research paper essay should follow a standard compositional format. It has 

a title, introduction, body and conclusion. 

 

o The last (but not least) step is revising. When you are revising, look over your 

paper and make changes in weak areas. The different areas to look for mistakes 

include: content-- too much detail, or too little detail; organization/structure 

(which is the order in which you write information about your topic); grammar; 

punctuation; capitalization; word choice; and citations.  

 

o After writing the paper, it might help if you put it aside and do not look at it for a 

day or two. When you look at your paper again, you will see it with new eyes and 

notice mistakes you did not before. It is a good idea to ask someone else to read 

your paper before you submit it. Good writers often get feedback and revise 

their paper several times before submitting it to the teacher. 

 

b) Research Presentation 
 
You are required to give an oral presentation that reviews the findings of your research 
essay.   
 
Research Presentation Guidelines 
 
While you certainly want to demonstrate that conducted you a good study, you should 
also: 
 

 Consider what the most important things that members of the audience should 
know about your study.  
 

 Recognize that your audience has just one chance to hear your talk, so communicate 
your points effectively by: 

 

o  i) using the K.I.S.S. method [Keep It Simple Stupid]. Focus your presentation 
on getting one to three key points across; and,  

o ii) repeating key insights: tell them what you are going to tell them [forecast], 
tell them [explain], and then tell them what you just told them [summarize]. 

 

 Create effective notes. If you do not have notes to refer to as you speak, you run the 
risk of forgetting to highlight something important. In addition, having no notes 
increases the chance you will lose your train of thought and begin relying on reading 
from the presentation slides. 
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 General Presentation Outline  
o Introduction 

i. Capture your listeners’ attention. Begin with a question, an amusing 
story, a provocative statement, or anything that will engage your 
audience and make them think.  

ii. State your purpose. For example, "I’m going to talk about..."; "This 
morning I want to explain…."  

iii. Present an outline of your talk. For example, “I will concentrate on 
the following points: First of all…Then…This will lead to…And finally…"  

o The Body 
i. Present your main points one by one in a logical order.  

ii. Pause at the end of each point. Give people time to take notes, or 
time to think about what you are saying.  

iii. Make it clear when you move to another point. For example, “The 
next point is that...”; “Of course, we must not forget that...”; 
“However, it's important to realize that....”  

iv. Use clear examples to illustrate your points and/or key findings. 
v. If appropriate, consider using visual aids to make your presentation 

more interesting [e.g., a map, chart, picture, link to a video, etc.].  
o The Conclusion  

i. Leave your audience with a clear summary of everything that you 
have covered.  

ii. Do not let the talk just fizzle out. Make it obvious that you have 
reached the end of the presentation.  

iii. Summarize the main points again. For example, use phrases like: "So, 
in conclusion..."; "To recap the main issues...," "In summary, it is 
important to realize...."  

iv. Restate the purpose of your talk, and say that you have achieved your 
aim: "My intention was ..., and it should now be clear that...."  

v. Thank the audience, and invite questions: "Thank you. Are there any 
questions?" 

 
c) Research Poster 
 

You are required to prepare an electronic poster that reviews the findings of your research 
essay and forms the focus of your oral presentation. 
 
Research Poster Guideline 

 

 Nearly all scientific posters are organized into sections, with each section being one to 
many paragraphs and possibly including photos, charts, or other data. A great place to 
start your poster is by deciding what sections you are going to include. The easiest way to 
get started is to use a template.  
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 A typical poster will have 4-8 sections. Every section you include should have a purpose 
and be familiar to the viewer. The easiest way to decide which sections to include on your 
poster are to organize your information into three categories - Introduction, Research, 
and Conclusion. The Introduction sections set the stage and outline why you did the 
research you did. The Research shows all the data you collected and how you collected it. 
Finally, the Conclusion sections analyze and summarize your results. This is what the 
viewer ultimately takes away from your poster, so pay special attention to these sections. 

 

 Most posters are divided into columns, with 1-3 sections per column. Each column is read 
from top to bottom and columns are read from left to right. Reading your poster in this 
order should give the viewer a clear picture of your research. 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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JIM’S ANTARCTIC AND SOUTHERN OCEAN 
READING LIST 

 
Listed here are some books that Dr. Jim Gardner has found to be both useful and interesting to 
anyone learning about the Antarctic and Southern Ocean. The list emphasizes, but is not limited 
to, sources that focus on the Antarctic Peninsula, South Shetland Islands, South Georgia and the 
Falkland Islands. The list does not include numerous, useful articles found in scholarly and 
scientific journals.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C D F 

90-
100% 

85-
89% 

80-84% 
77-
79% 

73-
76% 

70-
72% 

65-
69% 

60-
64% 

50-
59% 

0-49%  

 
UNIVERSITY GRADING AND POLICY INFORMATION 

 
Plagiarism: A student commits plagiarism when he or she: submits the work of another person in whole or in part 

as original work;  gives inadequate attribution to an author or creator whose work is incorporated into the 
student’s work, including failing to indicate clearly the inclusion of another individual’s work ; and, 
paraphrases material from a source without sufficient acknowledgement. 

Multiple submission: is the resubmission of work by a student that has been used in identical or similar form to 
fulfill any academic requirement at UVic or another institution.  

Falsifying Materials Subject to Academic Evaluation: includes, fraudulently manipulating laboratory processes, 
electronic data or research data in order to achieve desired results; using work prepared in whole or in 
part by someone else (e.g., commercially prepared essays) , and submitting it as one’s own; citing a 
source from which material was not obtained;  using a quoted reference from a non-original source while 
implying reference to the original source;  submitting false records, information or data, in writing or 
orally. 

Cheating on Work, Tests and Examinations:  Cheating includes, but is not limited to:  copying the answers or other 
work of another person;  sharing information or answers when doing take-home assignments, tests or 
examinations except where the instructor has authorized collaborative work; having in an examination or 
test any materials or equipment other than those authorized by the examiners ;   accessing unauthorized 
information when doing take-home assignments, tests or examinations; impersonating a student on an 
examination or test, or being assigned the results of such Impersonation; accessing or attempting to 
access examinations or tests before it is permitted to do so. It is a violation to help others or attempt to 
help others to engage in any of the conduct described above.  

Aiding Others to Cheat: It is a violation to help others or attempt to help others to engage in any of the conduct 
described above. 

 
Penalties for First Academic Integrity Violation  
 
In situations where a determination is made that a student has committed a first academic integrity violation, the 

following penalties will normally be imposed. Single or multiple instances of inadequate attribution of 
sources should result in a failing grade for the work. A largely or fully plagiarized piece of work should 
result in a grade of F for the course. 

Multiple Submission Without Prior Permission: If a substantial part of a piece of work submitted for one course is 
essentially the same as part or all of a piece of work submitted for another course, this should result in a 
failing grade for the assignment in one of the courses. If the same piece of work is submitted for two 
courses, this should result in a grade of F for one of the courses. The penalty normally will be imposed in 
the second (i.e., later) course in which the work was submitted. 
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Falsifying Materials: If a substantial part of a piece of work is based on false materials, this should result in a failing 
grade for the work. If an entire piece of work is based on false materials (e.g., submitting a commercially 
prepared essay as one’s own work), this should result in a grade of F for the course. 

Cheating on Exams: Any instance of impersonation of a student during an exam should result in a grade of F for 
the course for the student being impersonated, and disciplinary probation for the impersonator (if he or 
she is a student). Isolated instances of copying the work of another student during an exam should result 
in a grade of zero for the exam. Systematic copying of the work of another student (or any other person 
with access to the exam questions) should result in a grade of F for the course. Any instance of bringing 
unauthorized equipment or material into an exam should result in a grade of zero for the exam. Sharing 
information or answers for take-home assignments should result in a grade of zero for the assignment 
when such sharing covers a minor part of the work, and a grade of F for the course when such sharing 
covers a substantial part of the work. 

 
 

The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive and safe 
learning and working environment for all its members. 

 


