TO THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2020

WE APPLAUD YOU!

A MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT
To our graduating economics students,
My sincerest congratulations to you all. We here in the department – instructors and staff –
are proud of what you have achieved, as should you be. This has been an especially
challenging time to graduate. You’ve done exceptionally well to get to this point, even more
so as you have had to navigate your final term under difficult conditions. I’m confident that
you will bring the same strengths and determination to the challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead.
Good luck to you in whatever paths you take. And never be shy about contacting us and
letting us know how you are doing – we love to hear from you.
All the best,
Graham Voss
Department Chair

Congratulations to you all on the completion of your
undergraduate degree!

I hope that what you learned in your ECON courses
will be useful in your job, in making informed decisions
as a voter, and in your personal life.
If you have a spare minute drop us a note, let us know
about the next stage of your career, and maybe give
us some advice we can pass on to our current students.
Elisabeth Gugl,
Undergraduate Advisor, one of the Honours Advisors,
and instructor of ECON325, 313, and 400

Congratulations on your achievement!
I hope that each of you will find a way to celebrate this important milestone in a meaningful way,
even during these exceptional times. I doubt there will be any other time during our lives when the
role of government in the economy will be more widely debated than it is today. In a way, I think
this is one of the most interesting times in history to be an economist. Whether you are pursuing
further studies, heading into the labour market, or taking a well-deserved break to re-charge, I trust
that your time at UVic has helped prepare you for the future.
Thank you to those who studied Public Economics with me, especially those who shared their thoughts,
experiences and perspectives during our course. All the best and congratulations again to all of
you!

Shannon Pendergast (Sessional instructor, Econ 325)

Congratulations to all of you on your

graduation from the University of Victoria!
I know this isn’t the kind of graduation that you
expected and that this is a difficult time to
enter the workforce or graduate school.
But it is also a time of solidarity, of putting
service to your neighbour first, and of thinking
boldly in what we can build together. As the
next generation of economists, I believe that
you will play an important role in helping us
build something new in the months and years
ahead.
I am so excited to see what you all accomplish.
Rob Gillezeau
ECON410A, ECON338, ECON327 Instructor for 2019-2020

It has been a pleasure to instruct many of this year’s
grads during their time at the University of Victoria. The
energy and enthusiasm of the students has made my job
so fulfilling, challenging and pleasurable.
Thank you!!
I wish all the graduates luck in their next phase of life.
May you achieve what makes you happy and successful.
Congratulations on your accomplishment. You now join me
as an economic UVic alumnus. I hope you will keep in
touch and send me updates on how you used your
statistics!

Congratulations on completing your Economics Degrees!
I hope you will find the knowledge of Economics you gained useful
-in the words of Ben Bernanke:

“Economics is a highly sophisticated field of thought that is superb at explaining
to policymakers precisely why the choices they made in the past were wrong.
About the future, not so much. However, careful economic analysis does have one
important benefit, which is that it can help kill ideas that are completely logically
inconsistent or wildly at variance with the data.”
Wishing you all the best,
Felix Pretis
(Econ 345, Econ 547)

YOU MADE IT!
Congratulations to all of you for all your hard work in
making it to this milestone in your lives.
University life is only the first major step. You have so
many more exciting chapters in front of you—and I’m
confident that you’ll do great with that as well!
I wish you well in the next exciting chapters of your lives
out in the workforce or in furthering your education.
It has been an honour and a privilege to be a part of your
educational journey and to spend time with you.
I’m proud of you all!

ALAN CHAFFE

GRADS – CONGRATS!!
Wishing you an exhilarating take off, glorious flight, and happy landing.
Cheers,
Merwan Engineer ( ECON 104, 305, 333, 435, 437, 453)

I hope you’ve enjoyed “learning
how to learn” at UVic and that
you get to do interesting things
that keep you excited to keep
curious. It’s always fun to watch
former students progress in their
careers and even, on occasion,
come back and interview for jobs
as UVic faculty. Maybe that’ll be
you someday. Good luck in your
future endeavors!
Martin Farnham
Instructor of ECON312 and ECON345

Dear graduating Econ
class of 2020,
I hope you look back on your
time at UVic with fondness as
a worthwhile and fulfilling
period of your life, one that
prepared you well to pursue
your future educational and
career aspirations.
Ken Stewart
Instructor of ECON104, ECON204, ECON333,
ECON468

Congratulations to all of our 2020
graduating economics majors, minors,
and honours students!
Economics Honours Class 2019-2020

As department chair and (occasional)
instructor, I am immensely proud of all of you
and your accomplishments over these past
years.
I wish you all the best in the future. While it
may seem very uncertain and challenging
right now, you all have the opportunity, talent,
and education to contribute to a better and
brighter world.
Please keep in touch – we love to hear how
you get on after you leave.

From Graham Voss
Department chair and one of 2019-20 honours advisors

Congratulations Graduates
from your Women in Economics Affinity Group
What an exciting time for you as women to enter into the world of Economics. You will go on to
experience a career path that will impact your communities in a significant way.
The Women in Economics Affinity Group was formed in 2016 to empower the diversity in the economics
profession. The group supports women in their pursuit of higher education and career in the economics
field through mentorship, networking and funding opportunities. This group of dedicated women have
established a scholarship that recognizes an outstanding student with a passion working in our
communities and has strong leadership qualities in striving to make the world a better place.
Our goal is to create a strong and active Women in Economics Affinity Group well into the future. We
invite you to become part of this dynamic group of women and continue the work supporting each other
in the field of Economics.
Keep in touch at https://www.uvic.ca/alumni/home/home/in-touch/index.ph
Contact: soscalum@uvic.ca

CONGRATULATIONS!

DREAM BIG.

Vivian Chenard, Social Sciences Alumni Relations

Congratulations 2020 Graduates from your
Economics Alumni Council.
Welcome to the world of Economics! What an exciting time for you to develop your career. Your
inspiration, passion and knowledge will be valued as you enter into your chosen field.
We have over 20,000 UVic Economics alumni, living all across the country and around the world. Our
alumni go on to do incredible things and you are now part of the UVic alumni family.
Our goal is to create a strong and active network supporting one another in our fields of work. The
Economics Alumni Council brings a wealth of knowledge and experience, and plans a wide range of
activities for the benefit of alumni and current students. We welcome you to become part of this
dynamic group.
LinkedIn: University of Victoria Economics Department Alumni.
Keep in touch at https://www.uvic.ca/alumni/home/home/in-touch/index.ph

COLIN
JONES
PRIZE
Awarded to the top student in a public economics course.
Congratulations to Taylor Epp!
Taylor scored a 94%, the highest mark in ECON 358
(Competition Economics I).

LEONARD LAUDADIO PRIZE

AWARDED FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN THE STUDY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMICS.
Winner: Alyssa Russell
Alyssa scored 91%, the highest mark in ECON 482 (Natural Resource
Economics II). Note from the instructor: “My best student was Alyssa
Russell. Alyssa wrote the best essay that I have seen in a very long time,
earning a score of 95%, and scored 98% on the take-home final exam.
I was extremely impressed by Alyssa’s performance given that she was the
only 3rd year student taking the class, with remaining students in 4th year or
in the MA program. I was so impressed with Alyssa once I saw her
transcript that I hired her for the summer.”

Winner: Jamie Emery

Note from the Honours Advisors: “We are
delighted that Jamie Emery has won this year’s
Ken Avio award for best honours thesis. Jamie
skillfully analyses the effect of tobacco taxes
on food insecurity and demonstrates a
command of econometric methods that she
appropriately applies to an interesting and
important policy problem. We were especially
impressed by Jamie’s careful analysis, breadth
of knowledge of the literature, and effective
communication of results. Jamie’s passion for
rigorous empirical and policy-relevant
research shines through in her thesis. Jamie
was a pleasure to have in the honours’
program and we are wishing her all the best in
her graduate studies at UBC.”

KEN AVIO HONOURS PRIZE

Awarded for the most
outstanding Honours thesis.

UNDERGRADUATE ALUMNI AWARD
Awarded to student with strongest performance across
fourth-year economics courses

Winner: Jamie Emery
In her fourth year of studies, Jamie Emery earned an average course grade of
96.14% across ECON 400, 401, 410A, 457, 465, 468, and 499. She
completed these courses in the Winter 2019/20 session with an outstanding
Sessional GPA of 9.00. Jamie has excelled in our most challenging upper-level
courses and throughout her undergraduate degree. Jamie has completed all the
course requirements for an Honours BSc in Economics and is graduating in June
2020.

JCURA WINNERS 2019-2020
 ANKE WANG
 DANIEL LAKE
 JAMIE EMERY
 SEYED SINA SEYED-ALI
 WILLIAM THOMAS

JCURA 2019 - 2020

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE 2020
ECONOMICS MA GRADUATES
A special congratulations to the students I
had the privilege of supervising:

BEST WISHES IN YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVOURS
Xintong (Olivia) Li

Tianyang (David) Zhang

- KEES VAN KOOTEN

TO ARIELLE SHIH
“Congratulations on the completion of your MA. I
hope you find that the degree provides a good
foundation for your future career. Best wishes for
continued success.”
- Ken Stewart

CONGRATULATIONS YINING!
Warmest congratulations to you on your
MA! So well deserved. It was a pleasure to
work with you on your research and to
have you as a member of my class. Best
wishes for your future.

JUDITH

TO AHMED ISHTIAQ
"Ahmed - Great work showing such
persistence and having such a successful
defense! You should be proud."

- DONNA FEIR

TO KATHERINE GENG
“Dear Katherine, it was a pleasure to
have you as a teaching assistant and
supervisee. Congratulations on your
well-deserved academic success and
best wishes for your next adventure.”

- PASCAL COURTY

TO ROB COWAN-DOUGLAS
"Congratulations on completing and
successfully defending an excellent
essay. Good luck in all your future endeavors!"

- CHRIS AULD

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR MA
STELLA YAN!

Supervisor – Ke Xu

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR
ECONOMICS MA
ZEYANG CAO!

Supervisor – Ke Xu

PO-HSIN (PETER) TSENG
PHD ECONOMICS 2020
Congratulations, Po-Hsin – this is a
wonderful accomplishment and you and
your family should be very proud.
Successfully completing a PhD is hard
enough; that you did it while working
full-time these past years is very
impressive.
There is lots I could say about the
quality of your work and your
dedication. But the thing I will remember
most is how much I enjoyed working with
you.
Well done and good luck.

- GRAHAM VOSS

