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Spring 2022 

University of Victoria 

ECONOMICS 313 A02 
(CRN: 21068) 

Intermediate Microeconomics II 
 

Professor H.J. Schuetze Office Hours: 
BEC 338 T/W/F* 12:30-1:20 
hschuetz@uvic.ca *I will notify (Zoom) 

 

OBJECTIVES: 
 

Econ 313 takes up where Econ 203 left off. The objective is to provide an intermediate- level 
introduction to some of the more advanced topics in microeconomics. These topics include: 
general equilibrium theory, choice under uncertainty and market failures; including public goods, 
externalities, and asymmetric information. A complete list of topics covered will be available on 
the course website.  
 
Econ 313 is an analytical and theoretically focused class. Students are expected to recall and be 
comfortable with the tools developed in Econ 203—in particular the basics of consumer theory 
and game theory—as well as with the basics of calculus. I strongly recommend that you review 
these topics early on in the semester and seek help from either myself or your TA should you need 
help with this review. 

 

COURSE DELIVERY: 

In the first weeks, this course will be offered fully online and blended (a mix of "real-time" and 
asynchronous sessions). What it means: The regularly scheduled timeslots will be used for some 
classes, office hours or exams. Students will be expected to attend synchronous live sessions 
within the regularly scheduled timeslots. I will announce in advance when we will be using 
scheduled timeslots. Course lectures and discussion groups will be asynchronous. We will return 
to in-class sessions when we are able. 

I will be using Top Hat to deliver most of the material for the course. This includes, recorded 
course lectures, problem sets, and exams. Zoom will be utilized for live sessions.  

 

EVALUATION: 

To pass this course a student must obtain a score on the final exam of 50 percent 
or more. Provided you satisfy this requirement, your final grade is computed as follows. 

 
Component Value 
Participation 3% 
Problem Sets 12%  
Midterm 1 (Feb 11) 

Best 30%, Worst 10% 
Midterm 2 (Mar 18) 
Final Exam 45% 
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Assessment Details: 

Participation. I will provide you with online lecture notes (posted on Top Hat). Included in the 
lecture notes will be online questions that will show that you have worked through the lecture. 
Participation will be assigned based on completeness (not on correctness).  

I will assign a series of both graded and ungraded problem sets for you to work through. Graded 
problem sets will be completed online through Top Hat. These will be equally weighted in 
determining your grade.  

Ungraded problem sets are intended to allow you to achieve a deeper understanding of the 
material and are more challenging than the graded problem sets. While they carry no weight, it 
will be important that you complete these. The rationale for having ungraded problem sets is to 
minimize anxiety levels as you work to understand the more challenging material. 

Note that the midterm exams are not cumulative, while the final exam is cumulative. In order to 
pass the course, you must obtain a minimum of 50% on the cumulative scores of your midterms 
and final exam and at least 50% on your final exam. 

Make-up mid-term exams will be given on the basis of documented illness or family affliction 
only. Only one make up time for each exam will be scheduled. No other make up time will be 
scheduled. 

Deferred final exams will be given only on the basis of documented illness or family affliction, 
and for no other reasons. The documentation must provide specific detail to be acceptable. 
 
Grades: 
 
Course letter grade - numerical score (%) equivalencies used at UVic are as follows: 

 
 

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C D F 

90- 
100 

85- 
89 

80- 
84 

77- 
79 

73- 
76 

70- 
72 

65- 
69 

60- 
64 

50- 
59 

0-49 

Note: E grades will not be assigned in this course. A mark below 50% will result in an F. 
 

 
READINGS AND REQUIRED MATERIAL: 
 

 Text: The recommended (but not required) text is Frank, Robert H, Microeconomics and 
Behaviour, 9th edition, 2013, McGraw-Hill Ryerson Higher Education 
 

 We will be using the Top Hat (www.tophat.com) classroom response system in class. You 
will be able to submit answers to in-class questions using Apple or Android smartphones 
and tablets, laptops, or via text message (SMS). Information on how to access Top Hat and 
the course web page will be provided at the beginning of the term. 
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TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OTHER POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: 
 
Policy on Use of Email: Given that the course is online I may attempt to answer 
questions regarding course material via email. However, most questions should be 
asked during Zoom office hours or meeting (by request). Be sure to include “ECON 
313” in the subject line (lest your email be mistaken for spam). Proper etiquette for 
professional communications should be followed in all emails (for instance, all emails 
should be signed and should not include text message abbreviations).  

 
Waitlisted Students: I cannot guarantee that waitlisted students will eventually be 
added to the class roster. If you have an urgent need to take 313 this term and have a 
scheduling conflict, please contact the undergraduate advisor. I have no personal ability 
to increase class size or admit students into the class as much as I would like to. 

 
Missing a Test: Accommodations can be made for missed tests, but only in cases of 
unforeseen emergencies, such as serious illness. Relevant documentation (such as a 
doctor’s certificate) must be promptly provided in such cases. If you cannot provide 
adequate documentation you will receive a score of zero for the missed test. 

Repeating Courses: Be aware of the policy regarding the repeating of courses; see 
University Calendar. 
In order to request permission to attempt this course for the third time, you must follow 
the instructions provided under the Repeating Courses policy on the Economics website. 
Failure to obtain permission will result in deregistration from the course. 

Week Topic  Readings  Midterms 
1: 11-15 Jan Review Ch 3,10,16.1  

2: 18-22 Jan Review/General 
Equilibrium 

Ch 16  

3: 25-29 Jan General Equilibrium Ch 16  

4: 1-5 Feb General Equilibrium Ch 16  

5: 8-12 Feb Uncertainty Ch 6 Midterm 1 

6: 15-19 Feb Reading Break Ch 6  

7: 22-26 Feb Uncertainty   

8: 1-5 Mar Asymmetric 
Information 

Ch 6  

9: 8-12 Mar 
 

Asymmetric 
Information 

Ch 6  

10: 15-19 Mar Externalities Ch 17 Midterm 2 

11: 22-26 Mar Externalities Ch 17  

12: 29Mar-
Apr2 

Public Goods Ch 18.1  

13: 5-9Apr Public Goods Ch 18.1  

Apr 12 Last Class   
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University Policy on Human Rights, Equity and Fairness: The University is 
committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive, supportive and safe 
learning and working environment for all its members. 

 
University Policy on Plagiarism and Cheating: The standards and the reputation of a 
University are the shared responsibility of its faculty and student body. Students are 
expected to observe the same standards of scholarly integrity as their academic and 
professional counterparts. Plagiarism and cheating are considered a most serious breach 
of academic integrity and shall be dealt with as such by the Department of Economics. 

 
University Policy on Examinations and Travel Arrangements: Students are advised not 
to make travel plans until after the examination timetable has been finalized. Students 
who wish to finalize their travel plans at an earlier date should book flights after the end 
of the examination period (see the University Calendar). There will be no special 
accommodation if travel plans conflict with the examination. 

 
Accessibility Statement: Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in 
this course. In particular, if you have a disability/health consideration that may require 
accommodations, please feel free to approach me and register with the Resource Centre 
for Students with a Disability (RCSD) as soon as possible. The RCSD staff are 
available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange 
appropriate accommodations http://www.uvic.ca/services/rcsd/. The sooner you let us 
know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this 
course. 
 

 


