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Winter Session: First Term 2020 09  
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Availability: by appointment 
TA:  Zhang Fengyi (fengyizhang@uvic.ca) 
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Course Content  
 
Economics 225 includes practice in composition and basic grammar with an emphasis on clear, concise 
writing. You will learn to think and write like an economist, and you will be exposed to the correct style of the 
various documents you are likely to encounter as an economist. You will sharpen your skills with quizzes, 
tests, in-class compositions, an empirical research essay, and a final exam. 
 
Economics 225 is all about writing, research, and communication. The course was developed nine years ago in 
response to the need for English composition and comprehension skills in the undergraduate Economics 
program. Economics 225 is geared to a type of writing that combines clear, concise prose with theoretical 
analysis and the use of economics models. The course content includes the study of basic grammar as well as 
the writing of summaries, argumentative essays, opinions, and empirical research papers. Students who 
complete the course will have learned to communicate clearly, give a presentation, and write with precision. 
 
 
There is no textbook for this course. All materials will be made available on the 
Brightspace page. You must watch all the videos and follow the links to be prepared for 
the course each week 
 
Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this course, a successful learner will demonstrate the ability to: 

• prepare outlines and drafts of essays, and incorporate standard organizational styles and methods of 
citation in economics 

• edit essays for correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence construction 
• write essays that incorporate the presentation of information concisely, clearly, and correctly 
• extract the key economic argument(s) from an article or body of literature, and write a summary of an 

article, movie, or body of literature 
• write a correct abstract, paraphrase, and literature review 
• write an empirical research essay in economics and organize numerical information in tables and 

figures to support written arguments simply, briefly, and clearly 
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Grading  
The final grade is determined as follows: 
 
10% Draft #1 for research paper. This draft represents an outline or idea of your research paper. You will 
submit an essay that outlines your main arguments or examples (usually three). You must include a reference 
page with at least one academic reference in APA style. You will type your draft in a Microsoft Word document 
and should highlight any errors or work that needs to be improved or rewritten. 
 
10% Draft #2 for research paper. This draft will consist of at least 2 typed pages of text plus a title page 
and a references page. You will type your draft in a Microsoft Word document and highlight any errors or work 
that needs to be improved or rewritten. Once these errors and potential rewrites have been highlighted, you 
will type in the corrections or rewrites on the same pages. Draft #2 will include both the highlighted 
parts and the corrections and rewrites. Do not use the editing tools in Microsoft Word or Google docs. If 
you do, your grade will be zero. A sample draft will be posted on Brightspace. 
 
10% Draft #3 for research paper: Similar to draft #2, but your work on the research paper will be almost 
ready to hand in. Drafting is a process. Handing in a total of three drafts does not preclude you from writing 
other drafts as you go along. In fact, it is expected that you will write other drafts as you strive to write a paper 
that is clear, concise, organized, and well-argued. The drafts demonstrate that you know how to investigate 
academic sources and make a paper evolve. The action of revising, correcting, and editing is called writing. 
Don’t be afraid to compose some of your drafts by hand. You will be amazed at how useful that is. Remember, 
writing is not about studying, it’s about doing. You must practice writing and by that we mean deliberate practice, 
the way a musician or a professional athlete practices. Draft #3 will include both the highlighted parts and 
the rewrites and corrections.  
 
15% Summary Test. Date and Source to be announced. You will summarize a short (80-100 word) essay 
and submit your work on Brightspace. A Sample Summary will be posted on Brightspace. 
 
25%   Grammar test.  Fifty questions on grammar, punctuation, and clarity will be based on the type of 
correct/incorrect sentences that are presented on the OWL Purdue online writing site. The test will be given on 
the last day of class, Friday, June 26. A sample grammar test will be posted on Brightspace. 
 
30% Research Paper: A sample research paper will be posted on Brightspace. 

• Write, and properly edit, a 1000 word empirical research essay in APA style. Papers must have a 
minimum of one scholarly peer-refereed source, and they must be based on list of topics that are 
assigned. Other topics must be approved beforehand by the instructor or one of the TAs. 

• It is recommended that you write a 100 word summary of the academic source you intend to use as 
your primary source. This will help you write your paper and you can use this summary in your paper, 
following the introduction. This will help put your paper in the context of other work on the same 
topic. 

• Remember your final paper MUST have at least one peer-reviewed journal article in its reference 
list. Ten marks will be deducted from your paper for a missing peer-reviewed journal article. Note the 
Checklist in Brightspace that tells you how to recognize a peer-reviewed academic paper. 

• Students must put a word count at the bottom of the last page of their essay, before the References 
section. Papers without a word count will have 2 points deducted from the research paper grade. 

• This course takes violations of Academic Integrity very seriously. Your work must be your 
own. No bought papers. If a paper is found to contain plagiarism, it will receive a 0. Rules 
on what constitutes plagiarism will be posted on Brightspace. You must write at the end of 
your paper that you have read and understood these rules. Final papers handed in without this 
statement of understanding will be considered incomplete and will be penalized 10 points. 
 

 
Grading Scale: 

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C D F or N 
90-100 85-89 80-84 77-79 73-76 70-72 65-69 60-64 50-59 0-49 

Students should review the University’s more detailed summary of grading.  
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Course Policies 
This course adheres to the Undergraduate Course Policies of the Department of Economics that deal with the 
following issues: 

• Academic concessions 
• Academic integrity (plagiarism and cheating) 
• Attendance 
• Grading 
• Inclusivity and diversity 
• Late adds 
• Late assignments 
• Repeating courses 
• Review of an assigned grade 
• Students with a disability 
• Term assignments and debarment from examinations 
• Travel plans 
• Waitlists 

 
The following policies are explicitly included because of their importance. 
 
Examinations 
Virtual attendance at all scheduled examinations is mandatory. Consideration for missed examinations will be 
given only on the basis of documented illness, accident or family affliction, and for no other reasons. In the 
event of a missed final examination, students are advised to follow the procedures outlined in the University 
Calendar.  
 
Students are advised not to make work or travel plans until after the examination timetable has been finalized. 
Students who wish to finalize their travel plans at an earlier date should book flights that depart after the end 
of the examination period. There will be no special accommodation if travel plans conflict with the examination. 
 
Waitlist Policies  

• Instructors have no discretion to admit waitlisted students or raise the cap on the course. 
• Students on the waitlist should discuss with the instructor how to ensure they are not behind with 

coursework in the event they are admitted. 
• Registered students who do not show up in the first seven calendar days from the start of the course 

may be dropped from the course.  
• Registered students who decide not to take the course are responsible for dropping the course, and 

are urged to do so promptly out of courtesy toward waitlisted students. 
• Waitlist offers cease after the last date for adding courses irrespective of published waitlists.  

 
E-mail correspondence  
As this course is delivered asynchronously, communication between the instructor and student is essential. 
You will use Brightspace to navigate week by week, and leave your responses and assignments there. In all e 
email communication, the standard format for writing a letter must be used. This means it should begin with a 
salutation (e.g. Dear….), include full sentences and it must conclude with a signature that includes your full 
name and V# .Text message lingo should not be used. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity requires commitment to the values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.  
Students are expected to observe the same standards of scholarly integrity as their academic and professional 
counterparts.  A student who is found to have engaged in unethical academic behaviour, including the practices 
described in the Policy on Academic Integrity in the University Calendar, is subject to penalty by the University.  
 
Review  What is Plagiarism for the definition of plagiarism. Note:  Submitted work may be checked using 
plagiarism detection software.  
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University Policy on Human Rights, Equity and Fairness 
The University is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive, supportive and safe learning 
and working environment for all its members. 
 
See General University Policies 
 
Accessibility & Health Resources 
Centre for Accessible Learning 
Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course.  In particular, if you have a 
disability/health consideration that may require accommodations, you are free to approach me; however, you 
must register with the Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) for formal arrangements to be made. The CAL 
staff are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate 
accommodations.  The sooner you let us know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your 
learning goals in this course.   
 
Health Services - University Health Services (UHS) provides a full service primary health clinic for students, 
and coordinates healthy student and campus initiatives.  
 
Counselling Services - Counselling Services can help you make the most of your university experience. They 
offer free professional, confidential, inclusive support to currently registered UVic students.   
 
Elders' Voices - The Office of Indigenous Academic and Community Engagement (IACE) has the privilege of 
assembling a group of Elders from local communities to guide students, staff, faculty and administration in 
Indigenous ways of knowing and being.  
 
Course Experience Survey (CES) 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term you will have the opportunity to complete a 
confidential course experience survey (CES) regarding your learning experience. The survey is vital to providing 
feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as well as to help the department improve the overall 
program for students in the future.  
 
When it is time for you to complete the survey, you will receive an email inviting you to do so. If you do not 
receive an email invitation, you can go directly to the CES log-in. You will use your UVic NetLink ID to access 
the survey, which can be completed on your laptop, tablet or mobile device. I will remind you nearer the time, 
but please be thinking about this important activity, especially the following three questions, during the course. 

• What strengths did your instructor demonstrate that helped you learn in this course? 
• Please provide specific suggestions as to how the instructor could have helped you learn more 

effectively. 
• Please provide specific suggestions as to how this course could be improved. 

 
 
Course Schedule 
 

Topic Week Due Dates  

• Course Outline 
• Writing an Argument 
• The Summary 
• Basic Sentence Patterns 
• Writing a research paper in Economics 

1  

• Diagnostic Quiz  
• How to write well in economics 
• Suggested topics for research papers 

2 16 September 
23:30 PDT 

• Academic research guides 
• How to format your drafts 

3  
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• Sample research paper 
• Topic selection 

 

25 September 
23:30 PDT 
 

• Grammar review 
• Review the OWL site to prepare for the grammar test. Don’t wait until 

the last minute.  
• Students were told that they should be reading during the term, 

either Fahrenheit 451, 1984, or Journey to the West. Make sure you 
read a few sentences or pages every day. It will add value to your 
writing. 

4  

• Review summary writing and read the sample summary by Fu Yiying 
• Students are encouraged to read Purdue University Online Writing Lab 

(OWL) during the term to prepare for the grammar test, especially 
sections on grammar, clarity, and punctuation. 

• Hand in Draft #1 for the research paper. The draft must be typed 

5  
 
 
9 October  
23:30 PDT 

• Abbreviations and symbols for editing and proofreading. Read "Editing 
Symbols.” 

• Building and writing an argument. Read sample essay by Huang 
Ruiqing. 

• Summary Test. Summarizing an essay that will be posted on 
CourseSpaces.  

7  
 
 
 
16 October 
23:30 PDT 

• Review "Writing a Research Paper in Economics,” posted on 
CourseSpaces. Review “How to Write Well in Economics.” 

• Hand in Draft #2 for the research paper. The draft must be typed 
with pen or pencil edits throughout showing the evolution of the paper 
(see sample paper on Brightspace) 

8   
 
 
23 October 
23:30 PDT 

• One on one sessions to discuss your paper 9  

• Paper development. Completion exercises and examples 
• Hand in Draft #3 for the research paper. The draft must be typed 

with pen or pencil edits throughout showing the evolution of the paper 

10  
6 November 
23:30 PST 

• Reading break. Finish your novels 11  

• Hand in completed Research Paper with word count and 
mandatory plagiarism statement typed at the end. 

12 20 November 
23:30 PST 

• How to take economic writing into your other classes 13  

• Grammar assignment 
• Grammar test 50 questions, based on OWL website.  

14  
4 December 
23:30 PST 

    
 

 
 

RESOURCES 
 
 I recommend that you explore some of these resources for your own research and entertainment. 
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• The New York Times 
• The Globe and Mail 
• The Guardian 
• The BBC 
• Freakonomics Blog 
• FT Asia Pacific 
• Tim Harford's blog 
• The Economists' Voice 
• A&L Daily 
• Worthwhile Canadian 

Initiative 
• Dollars and Sex 
• NPR's Planet Money 
• China Daily 

• Bloomberg 
• The National Review 
• Al Jazeera English 
• Deutsche Welle 
• Der Spiegel online 
• The Huffington Post 
• The New Yorker Podcast 
• Freakonomics Podcast 
• Economics for Public Policy 

 
 
Read widely: Newspapers, blogs, 
novels, movie reviews, video game 
reviews, or magazines. 

• Democracy Now! blog 
• Nation of Change 
• Adbusters Culturejammers 

HQ 
• Slate 
• xkcd.com 
• Econbrowser.com 
• Malcolm Gladwell's Blog 
• Internet Movie Database 
• Four Word Film Reviews 
• Movies for Economists 
• Rotten Tomatoes 
• Meta Critic 

 


