
When he’s not brainstorming and 
working on new never‐tried‐before 
science, Ian enjoys Ɵme with his fami‐
ly: wife, Deborah; children, Hayley and 
Chris; and grandchildren, Rhys, Gavin 
and Alys; as well as  music, outdoor 
acƟviƟes, cricket, travel, the Simpsons, 
beer, excellent pubs and restaurants – 
to name just a few of his favourites.  
Deborah will be the Manners group 
Research Coordinator, a conƟnuaƟon 
of her posiƟon at both the University 
of Toronto and the University of    
Bristol.  

Wishing you both wonderful success 

in all of your scienƟfic endeavors at 

UVic, and many enjoyable adventures 

as you explore your new city, island, 

and province.   

We‘re delighted to         
welcome Ian Manners and 
his research group to    
Victoria!   

Dr. Manners is one of 24 Cana‐
da 150 Research Chair holders.   
“The Canada 150 Research 
Chairs Program, announced in 
Budget 2017, invests 
$117.6 million to enhance 
Canada's reputaƟon as a global 

centre for science, research and 
innovaƟon excellence, in celebraƟon 
of Canada’s 150th anniversary. It 
provides Canadian insƟtuƟons with a 
one‐Ɵme investment to aƩract top‐
Ɵer, internaƟonally based scholars 
and researchers to Canada.”   hƩp://
www.canada150.chairs‐
chaires.gc.ca/home‐accueil‐eng.aspx 

Ian joins us from the University of 
Bristol in Britain, where he was “the 
chair of inorganic, macromolecular 
and materials chemistry”.  Professor 
Manners’ “research focuses on the 
development of new syntheƟc ap‐
proaches to funcƟonal molecules, 
polymers and materials.”  His 
group’s projects are “diverse and 

range from catalysis to polymer synthe‐
sis and self‐assembly, and involve mo‐
lecular chemistry, polymer and materi‐
als science, and nanoscience with a 
parƟcular (but not exclusive) emphasis 
on exploiƟng the interesƟng and char‐
acterisƟc features of main group and 
transiƟon elements.” hƩp://
www.inchm.bris.ac.uk/people/
manners/home.html 

At UVic, “Manners will establish and 
lead the Laboratory for SyntheƟc Self‐
Assembled Materials” www.uvic.ca/
news for the development of materials 
from 1 nanometer to 100 microns in 
length – work that will shape future 
technological advances in fields such as 
electronics, magneƟcs, displays and 
biomedicine.  This will provide wonder‐
ful opportuniƟes for UVic scienƟsts and 
engineers to learn from and contribute 
to leading‐edge 
discoveries 
while working 
with brilliant 
researchers in 
Ian’s group and 
collaborators 
around the 
world. 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  V I C T O R I A  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C H E M I S T R Y  

W W W . U V I C . C A / S C I E N C E /

C H E M I S T R Y  

Elements 
S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

Stay up-to-date and in touch!  
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, 
and LinkedIn... 

Ian Manners—Canada 150 Research Chair—joins UVic Chemistry 

Contact email: rpulez@uvic.ca 

Renovations 

The EllioƩ second floor lab wing has a new look.  A 6‐phase renovaƟon is nearing compleƟon, providing  
addiƟonal teaching labs, a research lab, classrooms, and offices. 
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Since July 1, 2017, UVic Chemistry has 
celebrated the reƟrements of four amaz‐
ing colleagues – Tom Fyles, Sandy Briggs, 
Jane Browning and Alan Taylor.  Altogeth‐
er represenƟng 140 years of exemplary 
service and dedicaƟon!  
 

Tom Fyles start‐
ed as an Assis‐
tant Professor 
with the Depart‐
ment of Chemis‐
try on July 1, 
1979, but his 
affiliaƟon with 
UVic started 
well before that.  
In the early ‘60s, 
Tom’s family 
lived near the 

soon‐to‐be‐open new university which was 
under construcƟon in Gordon Head.  As a 
young boy, the construcƟon site was a fun 
place to explore and he oŌen found dis‐
carded wood and other materials which he 
gathered up to make cool things at home.   
 

By the Ɵme he graduated from high school 
in 1970 – when the University of Victoria 
was a mere 7 years old ‐ Tom decided to 
enroll at UVic to study science and music.  
He completed his BSc (Honours) in chemis‐
try in 1974, then moved on to York Univer‐
sity in Toronto, Ontario where he complet‐
ed his PhD in 1977.  On graduaƟon Tom 
was awarded an NSERC postdoctoral fel‐
lowship which he used to pursue research 
with Prof. J.M. Lehn at the Université 
Louise Pasteur in Strasbourg, France.  
While working as a Post Doc with Prof. 
Lehn he kept in touch with what was hap‐
pening at Canadian universiƟes and in early 
’79 saw that UVic was adverƟsing for an 
Assistant Professor in Chemistry.  Dr. Fyles 
applied, and as you know, was the success‐
ful candidate. 
 

Tom’s 38 years with UVic Chemistry was 
full of award‐winning teaching and re‐
search, and amazing administraƟve 
achievements.  Examples include: numer‐
ous discoveries related to membrane 
transport systems and the development of 
significant applicaƟons in this area; excel‐
lence in teaching at all levels, winning the 
Faculty of Science Teaching Excellence 
Award in 2007; and entrepreneurial suc‐
cess with his companies TMF Research Inc. 
and Sensific Technologies Inc., leading to 
winning the IDC Entrepreneurship Award in 
2007.  He managed to successfully juggle 

all of this while fulfilling countless adminis‐
traƟve duƟes – most importantly his service 
as Chair of the Department from 2001 
through 2006 and 2008. 
 

Tom reƟred June 30, 2017 aŌer celebraƟons 
with students, staff, and faculty from past 
and present. 
 

Sandy Briggs 
came to UVic 
Chemistry as a 
PhD student in 
the late ‘70s 
aŌer compleƟng 
his BSc at Mount 
Allison Universi‐
ty in New Bruns‐
wick and his 
MSc at the Uni‐
versity of St. 
Andrews in Scotland.  He completed his PhD 
in 1983, then headed to ETH to work as a 
Post Doctoral fellow unƟl returning to UVic 
in 1985 to work as a Post Doc with Dr. Paul 
West and as a Sessional Instructor for the 
Department.  Sandy quickly became an in‐
valuable member of the Department, using 
his talents as a researcher, teacher, and 
spectroscopist to help out wherever there 
was a need.  The Department especially 
needed sessional lecturers at the Ɵme, and 
it was obvious that Sandy excelled as a 
teacher, so in no Ɵme he became a ConƟnu‐
ing Sessional Instructor which led to his 
appointment as an Assistant Teaching Pro‐
fessor in 2002.  Over the years, Sandy 
taught more than 20,000 students at all 
levels.  He was a dedicated and popular 
teacher who especially excelled at inspiring 
first and second year students to conƟnue 
studying science.   
 

Sandy was also an inspiraƟon to adven‐
turous students, staff and faculty when he 
presented seminars about “what he did 
during summer break” – always outstanding 
photography and stories about his treks 
across the arcƟc and up challenging peeks 
around the world.  Some of Sandy’s amazing 
adventures have been documented by, and 
published in, both the Canadian Geographic 
and NaƟonal Geographic magazines.  In 
2015 Sandy was elected as a Fellow of the 
Royal Canadian Geographical Society for his 
long service as a volunteer leader of the 
Alpine Club of Canada, and his commitment 
and long service to outdoor leadership and 
educaƟon.    
 

Sandy reƟred December 31, 2017.  ReƟre‐
ment parƟes were held earlier in December. 

Jane Browning reƟres July 6, 2018.  AŌer 
receiving her PhD from the University of 
Bristol in 1977, 
Jane joined the 
Department in 
November 1977 
as a postdoctor‐
al research 
assistant with 
Dr. Keith Dixon.  
By the early 80s 
she was also 
working as a 
“Lab Instructor” 
helping with the preparaƟon of undergrad‐
uate lab classes.  Over the years her ap‐
pointment transformed to become half‐
Ɵme Senior Lab Instructor combined with 
half‐Ɵme lab prep work.  Jane accom‐
plished so much in all of her roles, but per‐
haps the most notable is the vast number 
of students – both undergraduate and 
graduate ‐ she helped and mentored.  
Teaching evaluaƟons indicate that under‐
grad students loved her as a TA; and the 
graduate students she supervised as TAs 
always reported that she was a wonderful 
mentor who taught them so much about 
chemical educaƟon and teaching. 
 

Jane was also a very acƟve volunteer at 
UVic and with the Department.   For exam‐
ple, she helped with the ScienƟsts in the 
Schools program for at least 30 years; as‐
sisted with countless convocaƟon ceremo‐
nies; volunteered for many open houses 
and special events; served on various com‐
miƩees, and in general was a cheerful and 
enthusiasƟc supporter of everyone in the 
Department.   
 

A group of over 60 gathered on July 5, 2018 
for a reƟrement recepƟon to wish Jane well 
and thank her for close to 41 great years! 
 

AŌer more than 29 years of service, Alan 
Taylor reƟred August 31, 2018.  Alan start‐
ed as our Senior Lab 
Instructor for Physi‐
cal Chemistry on July 
1, 1989.  He came to 
us with a solid back‐
ground in the field 
aŌer compleƟng his 
Honours BSc and 
MSc here, then a 
PhD at the Universi‐
ty of BriƟsh Colum‐
bia, followed by postdoctoral appointments 
at the University of Western Ontario – all 

Retirements 

ConƟnued  pg 3... 
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Welcome! 
Katherine Elvira joined 
the Department as an 
Assistant Professor on 
January 1, 2017.  Kath‐
erine’s research is fo‐
cused on microfluidics 
for healthcare and drug 
discovery.  Katherine 
moved to Victoria from 
Zürich, Switzerland 
where she had been 

employed as a Senior ScienƟst and Lecturer at 
ETH. 
 

Stanislav Konorov (Stas) also started with UVic 
Chemistry on January 1, 2017.  Stas is our Staff 
ScienƟst for laser systems and opƟcs.  He 
moved to Victoria from Vancouver, BC where 
he had been employed as Research Associate 
with the Department of Chemistry at UBC.  
  
Penny Gordon was hired to cover the Recep‐
Ɵonist/ Secretary posiƟon during Lori Aasebo’s 
secondment as our Graduate Secretary, she 

started October 16, 2017.   Penny comes to us 
from Proline Management Ltd. where she 
worked as a Strata OperaƟons Coordinator. 
 

On January 1, 2018, Heather Buckley was ap‐
pointed as an Adjunct Assistant Professor with 
the Department of Chemistry.  Heather’s 
home department is the Department of Civil 
Engineering in the Faculty of Engineering, how‐
ever her research is chemistry – focused on 
“the design and synthesis of selecƟve electro‐
chemically or photochemically acƟve sensor 
molecules to bind and report the presence of 
metals and other species at low concentra‐
Ɵons” in drinking water.  Heather will be using 
lab faciliƟes in Chemistry and is our instructor 
for Chem 150, Engineering Chemistry.   
 

Ian Manners, our recently appointed Canada 
150 Research Chair, arrived at UVic on June 4, 
2018.  See page 1 for more informaƟon.  
  
Deborah Manners also arrived on June 4 and 
will be working as the Research Coordinator 

for Professor Manners’ research group.   
 

Violeta Iosub started with UVic Chem as an 
Assistant Teaching Professor on July 1, 2018.  
Violeta moved from Calgary, Alberta where she 
had been working as a Sessional Instructor with 
the Department of Chemistry at the University 
of Calgary. 
 

Mark Evans joined us as our ScienƟfic Technol‐
ogist and supervisor of the Electronics Shop on 
July 25, 2018.  Mark comes to us with extensive 
experience in electronics and Electrical Engi‐
neering, most recently with Barnacle Systems 
Inc. and Forest Technology Systems Ltd. 
 

David Leitch will join the Department as an 

Assistant Professor on January 1, 2019.  David 

is currently working as a Research and Develop‐

ment scienƟst with GlaxoSmithKline. David’s 

research will be in the area of organic synthesis 

and mechanisƟc elucidaƟon using high‐

throughput experimentaƟon, flow chemistry, 

mathemaƟcal modelling, and automaƟon.  

Retirements cont’d... 
specializing in Physical Chemistry.  AŌer compleƟng his postdoc with Drs 
Rosner and Holt in 1988, he was appointed as Western’s NMR Research 
Technician unƟl he accepted the SLI posiƟon with UVic Chemistry. 
 

Alan quickly became an expert at developing experiments for a variety of 
second, third and fourth year physical chemistry lab courses; teaching 
many students and training a team of TAs every term; and maintaining a 
wide range of instrumentaƟon.  Also, in 2000/01, when the Department 
started offering stand‐alone lab courses in third and fourth year, Alan 
became the primary instructor for Chemistry 364 and Chemistry 464 
which included the development of the curriculum for these courses.   A 

very busy and varied posiƟon to be sure and Alan covered it all with amaz‐
ing precision and creaƟvity. 
 

Alan was also an acƟve volunteer with his focus being ballroom dancing.  
He was one of the founding members, and on the Board of Directors, of 
the Victoria Ballroom Dance Society; served as President of this society 
during 1993 and 1994; chaired Dance Pacifica, a ballroom dance compeƟ‐
Ɵon, during 1996, 2001 and 2002, and was the President and vice‐
President at different Ɵmes for the UVic Ballroom Dance Club.  
 

 A staff lunch was held on June 8, 2018 to honour both Jane and Alan, and 
to help them celebrate this important milestone. 

Student Awards: 
 

Winners of the 2017 student awards were an‐
nounced at the Student Awards RecepƟon on 
November 30, 2017 at the University Club.  
 

Undergraduate student winners: 
University of Victoria Entrance Scholarships:  
Zennie Banez, Olivia Burton, Athanassios Gogou-
lis, Cleopatra Grant, Rigel Hansen Smyth, 
MaƩhew Jhinku, Manvir Kang,Kevin Kepler, 
Mikayla McGill, Tara Nichols, Willem Palaty, 
Ariana Planiden, AusƟa PuckeƩ, Ramneet Rana, 
Malcolm Ranson, and Marina Steele.  UVic Ex‐
cellence Scholarships:  Sarah Dewar, Spencer 
Lee, Anjilee Manhas, Jane Newall, Nolan O’Hara.  
UVic Excellence Scholarship Renewals:  Lucas 

Andrew, Trevor Bolduc, Lauren Caters, Natalie 
Cavallin, Yitong Guo, Katherine Krause, Emily 
Lieuwen, Jacob McCallum, Jessica Thomsen, 
Quang Vuong and Esmee Zinkan.  UVic Trans‐
fer Scholarships:  Evan Chen, Ngoc Thanh Nam 
Dao, and Cara Gallo.  President’s Entrance 
Scholarship:  Eden Head and Jalen Holland.  
President’s Scholarship:  Andrew McGinn and 
Aidan Pye.  Jamie Cassels Undergraduate Re‐
search Award:  Trevor Bolduc, Lauren Caters, 
Jacob McCallum, and Margo Ramsay.  The 
B.W. Pearse Science Scholarship: Chemistry:  
Andrew McGinn.  The Boehm Family Award for 
Excellence in Science:  Cassidy Conover.  The 
Charles Humphrey Memorial Scholarship in 
Chemistry:  Lucas Andrew.  Chemistry Co‐op 

Report Prizes:  Caitlin McCarthy and Maxwell 
Thompson.  Chemistry Students’ Society 2002 
Alumni Award:  Lee Treanor.  The Donald & 
Evelyn Munro Scholarship:  Ethan Phillips.  The 
Elsa Eleonora Fagerberg & Clara Maria Fager‐
berg Entrance Scholarship:  Ngoc Thanh Nam 
Dao.  The Frances Oldham Kelsey Scholarship:  
Graham Kusler.  The George W. Nelms Memorial 
Scholarship:  Jalen Holland.  The Gerry Poulton 
Scholarship:  Trevor Bolduc.  The Hugh and Lilian 
Salmond scholarship in Chemistry of the Envi‐
ronment:  Casey Taylor.  The James Riddell 
Memorial Scholarship:  Quang Vuong.  The Jane
‐Claire Inkster Memorial Scholarship:  Ngoc 
Thanh Nam. The John F. Reeves Memorial 
Award:  Aidan Pye.  The Karel Hartman Scholar‐
ship:  Lauren Caters.  

Highlights since January 2017 

ConƟnued pg 4... 

https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/greensafewater/research/


 

Highlights cont’d... 
Dennis Hore, Lisa Rosenberg and Jeremy 
Wulff have been promoted to Full Profes‐
sor.  Their promoƟons were effecƟve July 
1, 2018. 

Lisa Rosenberg was appointed to the 
NSERC Chemistry EvaluaƟon Group (EG 
1504) for the July 2018 – June 2021 period. 

Research Awards and Grants:  

100% on NSERC Discovery Grants!  All re‐

search faculty at UVic Chemistry hold Dis‐

covery grants.  On April 1, 2017, Katherine 

Elvira  received her first award while 5‐year 

renewals were awarded to Cornelia Bohne, 

NaƟa Frank, David Harrington, and Lisa 

Rosenberg.    In April 2018, renewals were 

awarded to MaƩ MoffiƩ and Frank van 

Veggel. 

NSERC RTI grants were received by Cornel‐
ia Bohne and Katherine Elvira in 2017, and 
by ScoƩ McIndoe and Frank van Veggel in 
2018. 

In April 2017 MaƩ MoffiƩ and Cornelia 
Bohne were awarded an NSERC CREATE 
grant to pursue “Polymer NanoparƟcles 
for Drug Delivery” with 8 academic re‐
searchers from across Canada. 

Neil Burford was the 2017 winner of the 
CIC Montreal Medal in recogniƟon of his 
“outstanding contribuƟons to the profes‐
sion of Chemistry in Canada”.  This award 
recognizes Neil’s many contribuƟons to the 
CSC, IUPAC, and other naƟonal and interna‐ 
Ɵonal iniƟaƟves to promote Canadian 
chemistry.  Neil received his medal at the 
100th Canadian Chemistry Conference and 
ExhibiƟon in Toronto in June 2017. 

Fraser Hof won the 2017 CSC IntelliSyn 
Pharma Research Excellence Award for his 
“disƟnguished contribuƟon to medicinally 
relevant chemistry”.  The award recognizes 

Fraser’s research 
into new chemical 
agents that bind to 
and block key por‐
Ɵons of protein 
surfaces essenƟal to 
their funcƟon.  

Alexandre Brolo 
was the recipient of 
the 2017 Faculty of 
Science award for 
Excellence in Teach‐
ing.  

 In February 2017, Jeremy Wulff and MaƩ 
MoffiƩ were awarded an NSERC Innova‐
Ɵon‐to‐Impact grant for a project enƟtled 
“FuncƟonalized Polydicycyclopentadiene:  
ReducƟon to Commercially Viable Prac‐
Ɵce”.  The supporƟng organizaƟons are 
GreenCentre and BASF Canada. 

David Harrington and his colleagues at SFU 
(Steven HoldcroŌ, Erik Kjeang), the Nor‐
weigian University of Science and Technol‐
ogy (NTNU) (Frode Seland, Odne Burheim) 
and the SINTEF (Alejandro BarneƩ) have 
been awarded a Canada‐Norway Partner‐
ship in Electrochemical Energy Technolo‐
gies (“Canopener”) under the InternaƟonal 
Partnerships program of the Research 
Council of Norway.  This project promotes 
travel, workshops, visiƟng professorships 
and student exchanges for faculty and stu‐
dents at these insƟtuƟons. 

In July 2017 Katherine Elvira received sig‐
nificant CFI and BCKDF funding to build her 
microfluidic laboratory for health applica‐
Ɵons. 

ScoƩ McIndoe received the inaugural 
(2017) REACH Silver Medal for Excellence 
in Research.  “The REACH Awards honour 
the extraordinary teachers and researchers 

who lead the way in dynamic learning and 
make a vital impact at UVic, in the class‐
room, and beyond.” www.uvic.ca/
president/awards/reach/index.php  

Frank van Veggel was awarded an NSERC 
Engage grant with Syscor Controls & Auto‐
maƟon Inc to work on “Improved absorp‐
Ɵon sensors for oil detecƟon”. 

ScoƩ McIndoe was awarded an Erskine 
Fellowship for 2018.  Erskine Fellows are 
invited to the University of Canterbury to 
present lectures to students of the Univer‐
sity.  Each visiƟng Erskine fellow receives a 
grant‐in‐aid for travel 
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  ...         The MarƟn and Diana Hocking Scholarship 
in Chemistry:  Lauren Caters, Katherine 
Krause, and Emily Lieuwen.  The Norah and 
Calvin Banks Chemistry Scholarship:  Na-
talie Cavallin.  The Norah and Calvin Banks 
Science Scholarship:  Jane Newall.  The 
Russian Embassy in Canada Book Prize:  
Lucas Andrew.  The Schulich Leader Scholar‐
ship:  Joshua SƟmpson.  The Stephen A. 
Ryce Memorial Scholarship:  Audrey 
Reese.  The T.S. McPherson Entrance Schol‐
arship:  Ethan Phillips.  The Victoria Foun‐
daƟon Chinese‐Canadian Community 
Scholarship:  Spencer Lee. 

Graduate student winners: 
University of Victoria Graduate Award:  

Bruno Guilherme da Fonseca, Ronan Han-

ley, James McFarlane, Kaitlyn Ramsey, Vic-

tor Sun, Michael Watson, Jin Yang, and 

Sean Yang.  University of Victoria Graduate 

Entrance Award:  Jon Sader.  President’s 

Research Scholarship:  Roman Belli, Paul 

Gray, and Greg VandergriŌ.  The Alexander 

& Helen Stafford MacCarthy Muir Gradu‐

ate Scholarship:  Tasha Jarisz-Ashmead.  

The Charles S. Humphrey Graduate Stu‐

dent Award:  William FitzGerald.  The Dr. 

Julius F. Schleicher Graduate Scholarship:  

Greg VandergriŌ.  The Edythe Hembroff‐

Schleicher Scholarship:  Tasha Jarisz-

Ashmead.  The Gerry Poulton Graduate 

Scholarship in Chemistry:  Natasha Milose-

vich.  The James A. & LaureƩe Agnew Me‐

morial Award:  Tasha Jarisz-Ashmead.  The 

Nora & Mark DegouƟere Memorial Schol‐

arship:  Meagan BeaƩy and Kevin Vos.  

NSERC Postgraduate Scholarship – Doctor‐

al:  Roman Belli, Paul Gray, and Greg Van-

dergriŌ.  The Sally McAuley Graduate Schol‐

arship:  Jin Yang.  The Dr. E. & Mrs. M. Von 

Rudloff Award:  ScoƩ Borden and Darien 

Yeung.  The Lewis J. Clark Memorial Fel‐

lowship:  Larissa Richards.. 

PromoƟons and Appointments: 

Lori Aasebo was promoted to Graduate 
Secretary from September 25, 2017 unƟl 
October 12, 2018 to cover for Sandra 
BaskeƩ’s maternity leave. 

Ian Manners was appointed as the Canada 
150 Research Chair in Materials Science on 
June 1, 2018. 

Katherine Elvira was appointed as the 
Canada Research Chair for New Materials 
and Techniques for Health ApplicaƟons as 
of July 1, 2018. 

ScoƩ McIndoe 

Alex Brolo ConƟnued pg 5... 

 Creative contributions and excellent events... 
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 P A G E  5  

More highlights... 
and living expenses.  www.canterbury.ac.nz/
engage/erskine/ 
 

Dennis Hore wins the Canadian Society of 
Chemistry’s Keith Laidler Award for 2018.  
“This award recognizes outstanding early‐
career contribuƟons to physical chemistry for 
research carried out in Canada by a scienƟst 
residing in Canada.”  www.cheminst.ca/
awards/csc‐awards 
 

Fraser Hof has been selected as the 2018 re‐
cipient of the Faculty of Science Award for 
Research Excellence. 
 

Heather Buckley received a 2018 CFI grant for 
her project to develop “test strips that will one 
day let residents of mining communiƟes in BC 
and around the world quickly and easily test 
their drinking water.”  www.uvic.ca/news/
topics/2018 
 

In May 2018, Dennis Hore and Bruce Wallace 
(School of Social Work) were awarded a gen‐
erous Health Canada grant for the project 
“ImplemenƟng InnovaƟons in Drug Checking:  
A Harm ReducƟon Pilot in Response to Illicit 
Drug Overdose”.   
 

Jeremy Wulff is the recipient of a MITACS 
Grant with Epic Ventures Victoria to work on 
a project Ɵtled “Towards a Universal Crosslink‐
er”. 
 

Heather Buckley led a joint Canada‐US team 
to first place in a global compeƟƟon to idenƟ‐
fy new preservaƟves for use in cosmeƟcs and 
household products.  “UVic’s share of the 
prize money from the Green Chemistry and 
Commerce Council (GC3) win in MassachuseƩs 
will be used to fund a graduate student at UVic 
to explore a secondary use of the winning 
preservaƟve in prevenƟng bio‐fouling in water 
treatment systems.”  (Saanich News, August 
22, 2018) 
 

Special Events 
 

Student achievement prizes are presented 
every January and September to the top stu‐
dents in all first and second year chemistry 
courses.  All “A+” students are invited to the 
event where everyone enjoys pizza and many 
win prizes while taking the opportunity to 
socialize with fellow students and Chemistry 
staff and Professors. 
 

Student symposiums were held January 26, 
2017 and January 25, 2018.  These CIC spon‐
sored events always aƩract excellent presen‐
taƟons such as “Photodynamic therapy: a 
chemist’s light weapon against cancer” by Sree 
Gayathri; “Accelerated Whisky Aging” by Han‐

nah Charnock; “The 
Fentanyl Crisis in 
BriƟsh Columbia” 
by Connor Brookes 
and many more on 
interesƟng and 
current issues.  
Thank you to all 
parƟcipants.  The 
next student sym‐
posium is planned 
for the week of 
January 21, 2019. 
 

Chemistry, along with other departments in 
the Faculty of Science, hosted a Noon Net‐
working lunch for Indigenous Students on 
January 31, 2018 at First Peoples House.  Par‐
Ɵcipants enjoyed lunch while finding out about 
Science programs and engaging with many  
faculty and staff.  A Chemistry‐only Noon Net‐
working is booked for October 10, 2018. 
 

Professional Development Workshops for 
High School science teachers were held on 
May 18, 2017 and February 23, 2018.  Both 
events were very successful, in parƟcular the 
February workshop with 36 teachers aƩend‐
ing.  These workshops are learning experienc‐
es for both the high school teachers and 
Chemistry faculty and staff, and have created 
strong connecƟons for working together in the 
future.   
 

As a follow‐up to the Feb. 23 Pro‐D day, High 
School teachers brought some of their stu‐
dents to UVic on May 11, 2018  to experience 
some chemistry in the lab, and for a “meet and 
greet” with faculty, staff and graduate stu‐
dents.  All events were a wonderful success – 
thank you to all who helped out! 
 

Graduate Student Research Days (GSRDs) 
were held during Spring and Fall reading 
breaks in both 2017 and 2018.  These events 
are conference‐style and give our graduate 
students opportuniƟes to present their re‐
search with posters or presentaƟons.  The 
quality of both is always outstanding.  Thank 
you to all graduate students for  sharing your 
ideas and discoveries with such professional‐
ism. 
 

Kudos to all Honours students who took part 
in the March 29, 2017 and February 22, 2018 
Faculty of Science HonoursFest events.  Excel‐
lent poster presentaƟons resulted in several 
chemistry students winning significant prizes 
including the 2017 and 2018 Boehm Family 
Award for Excellence in Science, won by Cassi‐
dy Conover and Lauren Caters respecƟvely. 
 

ConvocaƟons:  The numbers of students grad‐
uaƟng with Chemistry degrees – BSC, MSc and 
PhD – is steadily increasing!  During 2017, the 
total number (Spring and Fall convocaƟons, all 
degrees) of chemistry graduates was 78.—and 
it’s looking like 2018 numbers will be just as 
high. CongratulaƟons to all of our newest 
alumni!  Please stay in touch.  
 

The 2017 Holiday Party was held on Friday, 
December 8 in the Arbutus/ Queenswood 
Room of the 
Cadboro Com‐
mons Building.  
Over 90 people 
aƩended to 
enjoy savory 
appies and 
sweet treats all 
while judging a 
fabulous Gin‐
gerbread House 
contest, watch‐
ing the final tribal council for Wine Survivor, 
and cheering on compeƟtors in a very fast 
Rubik’s cube race.  A great Ɵme was had by all.  
 
RecepƟons to announce the winners of the 
2017 and 2018 Lecture Book Cover CompeƟ‐
Ɵons were held on March 29, 2017 and Febru‐
ary 14, 2018. The top prize winners for the 
front covers of the 2017/18 lecture books 
were:  ScoƩ McIndoe for Chemistry 101, and 
Tan Xu for Chemistry 102.  Winners for the 
2018/19 front covers were: Jenny Yu for 
Chemistry 101, Niall Murphy for Chemistry 
102, and Tara Mathur for Chemistry 150.   
 
CongratulaƟons! 
 

Sandra BaskeƩ welcomed baby Holly on Sep‐
tember 21, 2017.  A beauƟful daughter for 
Sandra and Bernie, and baby sister for Jane 
and Josie.   

 

Congrats to Andrew Macdonald on his new 

posiƟon as Electronics Technician in Physics 

and Astronomy.   

 

Some of our  2018 graduates 

https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/engage/erskine/
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/engage/erskine/
http://www.cheminst.ca/awards/csc-awards/keith-laidler-award
http://www.cheminst.ca/awards/csc-awards/keith-laidler-award
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Remembering 
In 2000, the old term‐by‐term “prep” positions 
as they were called at the time were converted 
to continuing PEA appointments.  So in Sep‐
tember 2000 Corrina became a “Scientific As‐
sistant”, the new designation for the position.  
By this time she was married to Mike, and ex‐
pecting their first child, Shannon.  Over the 
next few years their family grew, with Elise’s 
arrival in 2004 and Sophia’s birth in 2006.  As 
you can imagine, Corrina was a busy mom dur‐
ing these years and her family was always 
number one — no doubt about that — but she 
still managed to provide outstanding service in 
her job.  You could always count on Corrina to 
get things done.  She was amazing — a fast 
learner, flexible, and able to juggle multiple 
tasks.   

Corrina worked magic in the labs, to be sure, 
but she also taught lab sections, served on a 
variety of committees and working groups, 
assisted with the coordination of lecture clas‐
ses, and became our go‐to person for anything 
to do with preparing chemistry demonstrations 
and shows.  Her dedication and talents led to a 
much deserved promotion to “Chemistry 
Course Coordinator” on May 1, 2018. 

Corrina’s bright smile and wonderful ways will 
be greatly missed by all, she was a star and a 
sunbeam at the same time, a truly bright light 
in this often dark world.  We will always re‐
member her fondly.  

Please help keep Corrina’s light shining in per‐
petuity by contributing to a scholarship in her 
name – The 
Corrina Ewan 
Memorial Schol‐
arship. 

To donate online 
click the link 
below. 

hƩps://
extrweb.uvic.ca/
donate‐online/in
‐memory‐of‐
corrina‐ewan  

her parents and two brothers Robert Grant 
and Lloyd William.  She is survived by cousins 
and second cousins.  A CelebraƟon of Wilma’s 
life was held on Friday, June 1st from 2 to 4 pm 
in the Garden Court of the Monterrey Recrea‐ 
Ɵon Centre.  (Times‐Colonist Obituaries) 

David Lennie McGillivray passed away peace‐
fully in Victoria, BC on 
Saturday, May 12, 
2018, at the age of 75. 
David was born in 
Glasgow, Scotland and 
grew up in Edinburgh. 
AŌer earning an Hon‐
ours BSc in Chemistry 
at Heriot WaƩ Univer‐
sity Edinburgh in 
1965, he emigrated to 
Montreal to take up a 
posiƟon with Bell 
Telephone, followed by a post at Northern 
Electric. David moved to OƩawa in 1971 and 
aŌer two years study gained a PhD at OƩawa 
University which led to an appointment at the 
University of Victoria, Department of Chemis‐
try, where he worked for 35 years. In 2008 
David was diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease 
and moved into Highgate Lodge ReƟrement 
Complex where he spent 9 happy years. De‐
clining health necessitated a move to St. 
Charles Manor in December 2017. David is 
survived by his wee brother Walter in Edin‐
burgh and family in the UK, New Zealand and 
the USA. The family thanks the staff at 
Highgate and Beacon Community Care.  (Times
‐Colonist Obituaries) 

Much loved co‐worker, Corrina Ewan (née 
Giesbrecht), passes away June 14, 2018 
Corrina Ewan came to UVic as an undergradu‐
ate student, completing her BSc in chemistry in 
1996.  Soon after, in January 1997, Corrina was 
hired as a laboratory instructor with the De‐
partment of Chemistry.  Between 1997 and 
2000, she was appointed on a term‐by‐term 
basis, supporting first, second, and third year 
laboratory classes, as needed.  Corrina was 
very organized, very talented and seemed to 
be able to accomplish any task, no matter how 
complex or large it was.   

Nijin John, a 27‐
year‐old chemistry 
graduate student 
with the research 
group of Dennis 
Hore, passed away 
in a surfing accident 
at a beach near in 
Tofino on February 
10, 2018.  Nijin was 

working on his PhD, and was a member of the 
Biophysical Chemistry and Spectroscopy 
group.  He specialized in the surface restruc‐
turing of polymer films.  Dennis and research 
group co‐workers describe him as smart, a 
quick learner, and incredibly kind and posiƟve 
‐ “he was always smiling” said several of his 
friends.  Nijin was also a popular Teaching 
Assistant and had been teaching Chemistry 
150 labs.  Nijin was from India, but loved 
Victoria, and wanted to experience Canada as 
much as possible during his Ɵme studying 
here.  We are so lucky to have known him, 
and send our hearƞelt condolences to his 
family and friends.  A memorial recepƟon was 
held on February 21, 2018.   

Wilma Ethel Elias 
passed away unexpect‐
edly and quietly May 1, 
2018, in her Oak Bay 
home at the age of 93.  
Born in Calgary, Wilma 
obtained a BA and MA 
at the University of 
Saskatchewan and was 
the first woman to 
obtain a PhD at UBC.  
Wilma was a faculty 
member in the Depart‐

ment of Chemistry at Victoria College from 
1958 unƟl 1963 when the Department moved 
to the newly opened University of Victoria.  
Wilma was a Professor with UVic Chemistry 
unƟl her reƟrement in 1985.  More recently 
she was an acƟve member of the painƟng, 
scriveners and classical music clubs at the 
Monterrey RecreaƟon Centre.  A life‐long 
learner, Wilma began teaching herself piano 
at the age of 90.  Wilma was predeceased by 

 Wondering what’s happening? 
For the latest UVic Chemistry news visit us on Facebook       

https://www.facebook.com/chemuvic/ 

 follow us on Twitter https://twitter.com/chemistryatuvic 

and stay tuned with our website https://www.uvic.ca/science/chemistry/home/news 

https://extrweb.uvic.ca/donate-online/in-memory-of-corrina-ewan
https://extrweb.uvic.ca/donate-online/in-memory-of-corrina-ewan
https://extrweb.uvic.ca/donate-online/in-memory-of-corrina-ewan
https://extrweb.uvic.ca/donate-online/in-memory-of-corrina-ewan
https://extrweb.uvic.ca/donate-online/in-memory-of-corrina-ewan



