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Adaptation Experience

• Room for the River, Dutch Dialogues

• Urban/Military Collaboration 

• Advancing BC Adaptation

• Climigration Network

Pilot Online, 2019.



Mitigation

Limiting or preventing greenhouse gas emissions 
+ 

enhancing activities that remove these gases from 
the atmosphere.



Adaptation

Adjusting to actual or expected climate and its 
effects in order to moderate harm or exploit 

beneficial opportunities. 



Adaptation Built Infrastructure

WOTR. C40, 2014.



Adaptation Social Infrastructure

Climate Justice Alliance, 2020. 
Interaction Institute.



+ Vulnerability

Exposure Sensitivity

Adaptive 
Capacity

Potential 
Impact =

Vulnerability

Glick et al, 2011



Phillip Martin, WGBH, 2015.



Rebounding Vulnerability | affects implementing or targeted actors

Juhola et al, 2016. Image: NYT, 2019



Shifting Vulnerability | affects external actors

Juhola et al, 2016. Map: 
Boston Globe, 2010. Image: 
Universalhub, 2018.



Eroding Sustainable Development

Juhola et al, 2016



Global Targets

NPR, 2017



Climate Nexus



North Complex Fire, Global News

BC Risks



BC Preparedness

Over the next 30 years, how likely do you feel your region will experience the following climate risks AND how 
prepared are you and your community for them?

The following bar charts are sorted in order of most to least extreme likelihood rankings. 

Changes in forests and ecosystems, seasonal water shortages, and significant changes a!ecting animals (specific 
a!ects not identified) are the top three extremely likely risks according to respondents. This is followed closely by loss 
of forest resources, heat wave and severe wildfire season. Loss of glaciers, long-term water shortages, and saltwater 
intrusion have the least extremely likely rankings. 

Overall, respondents do not feel well prepared for climate change impacts. Most feel least prepared for changes in 
forests and ecosystems, changes a!ecting animals, and ocean acidification.

These patterns were similar across regions. Many respondents from eastern B.C. felt severe wildfire seasons were 
the most likely risk for their community. On the west and in the Northeast, respondents felt changes to ecosystems 
were the most likely risk. Many respondents from the Mainland/Southwest region felt heat waves were most likely. 
While seasonal water shortages were considered extremely likely, respondents across all regions felt long-term water 
shortages were a lower risk for their communities. Respondents from all regions except the Nechako, Cariboo, and 
Mainland/Southwest regions also felt more prepared for seasonal water shortages than long-term water shortages. 
Respondents across all regions felt least prepared for significant changes to ecosystems and changes a!ecting 
animals. Only respondents from Vancouver Island/Coast felt least prepared for ocean acidification.
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14 | WHAT WE HEARD Climate Ready BC: Preparing Together – Engagement Results

Climate Ready BC, 
What We Heard, 2020



Promising International Practices 

• Mainstreaming Climate Policy

• Foregrounding Implementation

• Redesigning Financial Processes

• Centering Justice

Progress in preparing for climate change
2019 Report to Parliament

Committee on Climate Change
July 2019

Committee on Climate Change
7 Holbein Place
London
SW1W 8NR

www.theccc.org.uk 

 @theCCCuk

2019 Report to Parliam
ent – Com
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Mainstreaming Climate Policy

• Dedicate staff capacity

• Incorporate adaptation into all forms of planning

• Integrate into financial decision-making

• Coordinate to address interdependencies

Greenpeace



Foregrounding Implementation

• Enact comprehensive legislation

• Targets, responsibilities, outcomes

• Use an adaptation pathways approach

• Leverage non-governmental partners

CCC, 2017



Redesigning Financial Processes

• Require consistent climate risk disclosure

• Expand cost-benefit analysis

• Incorporate transition risks

Global Ethical Banking.



Centering Justice

• Direct resources to disadvantaged communities

• Undertake extensive engagement

• Think outside the usual categories

• Provide leadership from higher levels of government

Transform at ive Cl im at e Com m unit ies
Com m unit y  Vision And Pr inciples For  A Successfu l  Program

California Environm ent al Just ice All iance

California Environmental Justice Alliance, 2016.



Recommendations for BC
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H. Teicher, 2020.



Urban/Military Impacts

National Geographic, 2017.



“Rebranding” Managed Retreat

Times Picayune, 2006.



Mitigation Adaptation


