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The Department of Political Science 

A panel  o f  In ternat ional  Rela t ions spec ia l is ts ,  inc lud ing  
Dr.  Greg Blue,  Dr.  Rob Walker ,  and Dr.  Scot t  Watson   
respond to  the quest ions that  ar ise f rom Dr.  Pasha’s  paper  
and tack le  the issue of  g lobal izat ion and the cent ra l   
contrad ic t ion invo lved in  speaking about  in ternat ional   
re la t ions/wor ld  po l i t ics /g lobal izat ion wi th in  t rad i t ions that  
ar ise f rom d i f ferent  par ts  o f  the wor ld .  
 
 
PAPER ABSTRACT:  One of  the uncanny features of  g lobal izat ion is  
the d i f f icu l ty  o f  locat ing ‘ the per iphery ’  o f  a  f lu id  center .  The popular   
currency of  Braz i l ,  Russ ia,  Ind ia and China’s  (BRICs) ,  ‘emerg ing ’  
powers or  ‘p ivota l ’  s ta tes produces an endless s t ream of  new  
per ipher ies.  What  are the pol i t ica l  e f fects  of  extant  theor izat ions in  
which new center /per iphery re la t ions appear  to  destabi l ize the s tatus 
quo,  yet  on ly  end up reproducing o lder  b inar ies of  inc lus ion and  
exc lus ion?     
 
 
Dr .  Mustapha Pasha i s  the Six th Century  
Professor  o f  In ternat ional  Relat ions at   
the Univers i ty  o f  Aberdeen in  Scot land  
and Vice-Pres ident  o f  the In ternat ional   
Stud ies Associat ion.  (2012-13) .  He is   
current ly  work ing on a book ent i t led  
Is lam and In ternat iona l  Relat ions:   
Modern i ty ,  Nih i l ism and Pol i t ics .   
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