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The Age of Democracy (?)
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Criterion “Political Participation”

* Hungary in International Comparison, BTI 2006—2012
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Populist centre-right Hungarian political
party: Fidesz

With its 2/3 majority the Fidesz government under Viktor
Orban introduced significant changes to the constitution that:

Were hardly debated, lacked transparency
Curtail checks and balances in parliamentary democracy
Restrict fundamental rights; limit freedom of press

Commit citizens to loyalty to the nation/ fatherland and Christian
faith

Council of Europe:
"the principle of democracy
is at risk”



Structural impediments to democratic
transformation of former Communist states

* Challenge of ‘institutionalizing” the democratic
impetus of civil society actors during
‘revolutionary’ change

* Widespread corruption and reproduction of old
power elite

* Economic re-structuring has generated deep
social frictions and political cleavages
(accentuated by the current economic crisis) that

prove to be the breeding ground for populist
mobilization.
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Daniele Albertazzi and Duncan McDonnell Twenty-
First Century Populism, 2008

* They define populism as "an
ideology which pits a virtuous and
homogeneous people against a set
of elites and dangerous ‘others’
who are together depicted as
depriving (or attempting to
deprive) the sovereign people of
their rights, values, prosperity,
identity and voice"
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Factors driving the rise of populism

* Diminishing trust in established political
institutions and actors

* Crisis of the structures of political
intermediation and communication

* Personalization of political power
* Pronounced role of the media in political life




Populism

* Populism is a political discourse that focuses on
the contrast between "the people" with "the
elites.”

* The Cambridge dictionary defines populism as
"political ideas and activities that are intended to
represent ordinary people's needs and wishes"

* Populism often develops an ideology urging
social and political system changes and/or a
rhetorical style opposing the political
establishment.




Populism and democracy }f _

Populism as:

* “a deviation of democracy in the standard path from
traditional to modern society in some countries of the
developing world” (e.g. Germani 1969)

* “alternative road to modernize traditional societies”
(e.g. Lash 1995)

* “a radical alternative to politics and a construction of ‘the
people’ as a political force” (e.g. Laclau 2005a; 2005b)

* “populist mobilization that follows democracy like a
shadow” (Canovan 1999: 7)



Explanations of resurgence of extreme
right in Europe

* There are sociological explanation for the formation of
an extreme-right electorate (individualization, insecurity,
socio-economic risk, etc.)

* Explanations relating to reactions to processes of
globalization, modernization, secularizations

* Explanations relating to ethnic rivalry particularly with
reference to shrinking resources of the welfare state in
an age of hollowed out states

* Explanations relating to the operation of the political
systems (competitive party politics, ‘crisis of politics’)
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