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Swiss Needle Cast Sampling with the Ehlting Lab! 
Another Swiss Needle Cast sampling season wrapped up in the Ehlting group in July. This is probably the last year these 

trees are sampled because they just get too tall! On the way back from field work we stopped at a few big trees. Find the 
grad students!  

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

   
         

August 2025 CSPB Annual Meeting in Halifax, NS!  
Our UVic FORB members had a great time attending and presenting at the August 2025 Canadian Society of Plant Biologists 

Annual General Meeting in Halifax, NS!  
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2025 FORB Welcome Gathering  
We had a wonderfully sunny Welcome Gathering outside Cunningham 

Building! Thanks to all those that were able to make it out to welcome our new 
members and start off the new term in a positive way! 

 

 
 

 

 

Eco Evo Conference – November 2025! 
The annual Eco-Evo retreat was held on November 10 - 12, 2025, at Loon Lake in Maple 

Ridge, BC. Graduate students, post-docs, and early career researchers who are interested 
in evolution or ecology had a chance to share their research in a fun, informal setting. 

Submitted by MSc Student Bethany Robson 
Photos by: Bethany Robson, David Furlonger,  

Maxine Angeley & Michael Clark  
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New FORB Members                            

 
Joel Bourgeois 

Dr. Perlman 
MSc 

 

 
Liam Hoogewerf 

Drs. Ehlting/Goshal 
MSc 

 
Nadja Burkart 

Dr. Ehlting 
MSc 

 
Agathe Ricou 
Dr. Constabel 

Research Assistant 

 
Steph Wardell 

Dr. Hawkins 
Honours Student 

 

 
Randi Church 

Dr. Ehlting 
Research Assistant 

 
Gemma Tomberli 

Drs. Ehlting/Perlman 
Directed Study/ 
Research Asst. 

 
Kateri Lawson 

Dr. Hawkins 
Directed Study 

 
Aimee DeLong 
Dr. Constabel 

Research Assistant 

 
Beckett Finch 
Dr. Hawkins 

Research Assistant 

 
Erin Grogan 
Dr. Lacourse 

Honours Student 

 

 



How do Fungi Support Tree Health in Disease Conditions?   
Plants and fungi have a complex relationship - while a significant proportion of fungal species can cause 

disease, many can confer benefits to their host plant by mitigating abiotic stresses, producing antimicrobial 
compounds, or competitively excluding pathogens. 

 
Eve’s project examines the relationship between fungal symbionts living within Douglas fir needles and 
response to Swiss Needle Cast, an emerging tree disease. One method she is using is culturing, in which 

individual fungal colonies are isolated from the needle on nutrient media. Once isolated, colonies can then be 
identified using molecular methods. Shown here are three cultures grown from her samples. 

For images of the fruiting body of P. nigrella please see the following webpage: https://ultimate-
mushroom.com/images/pseudoplectania-nigrella-3.jpg 

 
Submitted by MSc Student Eve Kenny 

 

   

Nothophaeocryptopus 
gaeumannii – this species is 

the causal agent of Swiss 
Needle Cast 

Coleophoma sp. – this is a 
prolific genus of fungi that 

grow in several host species 

Pseudoplectania nigrella – this is a saprobe whose 
fruiting body is a tomentose black cup. Eve was 

surprised to find it living within another organism as 
it typically grows on decaying material! 

 

 

 

 

Science Speaker’s Bureau Talk from Dr. Hawkins!   
On October 23, 2025 Dr. Barbara Hawkins spoke to a group of 40 students at Journey Middle School in Sooke, BC. This 

was part of the Science Speaker’s Bureau and her talk focused on ‘Forest Food Webs and Plant Evolution’. 
 

 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fultimate-mushroom.com%2Fimages%2Fpseudoplectania-nigrella-3.jpg&data=05%7C02%7Caroszmann%40uvic.ca%7C01664b16d9c5446ac16408ddd5d6a579%7C9c61d3779894427cb13b1d6a51662b4e%7C0%7C0%7C638901840265549472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TGTFZz2K3cY4LHDKXpN9sv4EFOVOStkFfKQiBG7Rt9g%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fultimate-mushroom.com%2Fimages%2Fpseudoplectania-nigrella-3.jpg&data=05%7C02%7Caroszmann%40uvic.ca%7C01664b16d9c5446ac16408ddd5d6a579%7C9c61d3779894427cb13b1d6a51662b4e%7C0%7C0%7C638901840265549472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TGTFZz2K3cY4LHDKXpN9sv4EFOVOStkFfKQiBG7Rt9g%3D&reserved=0


Compiled by Andrea Roszmann, 
Administrative Assistant, FORB 

Facilities Upgrade! 
It's happening! As part of our CFI funded Environmental Simulation Facility upgrade in the Bev Glover complex, we are 

excited to be receiving and installing our new Growth Chambers! Thanks to all the hard work and progress made over this 
past weekend we are looking forward to having things up and running by the end of the year! 

 
 

     
 

 

 
FORB Hoodies!  

 FORB Hoodies are still 
for sale at $50 each. If 
you would like one 
please pop by the FORB 
Office (CUN 153) with 
cash and pick one up! 
Office hours are Wed or 
Thurs 9:30am – 2:00pm 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


