Daisuke Yamakawa’s MSc project focuses
on 'mycorrhizal fungi' and ‘'tannins'.
Tannins are generally recognized as
antimicrobial and anti-fungal compounds,
while mycorrhizal fungi are known for their
benefits to plants as they provide
nutrients. Currently, he is studying poplar
plants to investigate whether tannins in
roots inhibit beneficial mycorrhizal
colonization.
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Winner — Em Creasy!

Em Creasy won the

Canadian Botanical
Association/  L'association
Botanique du Canada's

Undergrad Award for Best
Plant-related Presentation
at this year's Faculty of
Science Honours Fest that
took place on Feb 29, 2024.
Their presentation was
titted 'Ammonium  and
nitrate fluxes in male v
female/hermaphroditic

Polystichum munitum
gametophytes. Em is a
student in the Hawkins and
von Aderkas labs. In
2020/2021 FORB student
Taylor Holt also won this
award! Congrats, Em!

Successful PhD defense!

Congratulations Eerik Piirtola on his
successful PhD defense! His topic was
‘Chemistry and biochemistry of Populus leaf
bud resin’.

Compiled by Andrea Roszmann,
Administrative Assistant, Centre for
Forest Biology

Mighty Large Leaves!

Sometimes falling leaves are larger than
expected. In December 2023 Dr. Constabel
found this wonderfully large poplar leaf on
the ground during a morning run. That is a
men’s size 12 shoe for comparison!
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Von Aderkas/Hawkins Fieldtrip to Yellow Point and Shoal Island Von Aderkas Lab
On Monday, February 22, Barbara HaWkinS, Kalley Strachan and Patrick von Colourized scanning electron micrograph
Aderkas went on a field trip with the lovely Don Pigott to Yellow Point and of sperm of swordfern (Polystichum

munitum) done by the Swiss artist Martin
Oeggerli using photos by Patrick von
Aderkas, Elaine Humphry and Brent
Gowen. The spiral-shaped male gamete
(nucleus in blue with orange flecks) swims
through the water driven by whip-like
flagellae (multi-coloured).
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