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Tension between reformed Christians and early Stuart court phy-
sicians caused strife in early Stuart England. Reformed Christians 
argued that “witches” deserved the death penalty. Court physi-
cians believed they suffered from ailments and should be treated, 
not persecuted. King Charles I’s opinions were influenced by his 
physicians; he changed the laws surrounding trials and thus few 
people were executed for witchcraft 1630-1640. Why were court 
physicians’ and “Puritan” beliefs so disparate? What was the end 
result?

https://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/csrs/
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