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Creating Contact,
Bridging Divides

Canada has seen a concerning rise in antisemitic hate crimes and incidents in the
21st century. Those who seek to curb the rise of anti-Jewish hate typically address
the problem through legal and political means. I argue that we need strategies,
programs, and initiatives that target the social roots of antisemitism. In this
presentation, I examine social and community-based strategies that focus on
intergroup contact and bridging divides between Jewish and non-Jewish
communities. These programs proactively seek to improve social relations with
Jewish communities as a form of lasting and meaningful change.

Megan Hollinger is a doctoral candidate in religious studies at the University
of Ottawa. Her research examines social and community-based strategies
and programs for combating antisemitism in Canada.
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