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Visit saferbathrooms.ca 
for more information  
on bathroom safety and  
to download ressources:

Developed with the support of  
Michael Smith Health Research BC (Reach Program)

Design consultation and illustration  
by Hannah Leyland, Intern Architect, B.Sc, M.Arch.

The safer bathrooms toolkit provides a repository of potentially useful documents to assist with communication, 
training, policy and protocol development, and design. They were developed in 2022 using experiential knowledge, 
lessons learned in practice, and existing resources. The usefulness of these documents and outcomes may vary 
depending on the setting. The team responsible for the toolkit's development does not accept legal liability or 
responsibility for the toolkit or any consequences arising from its use.



6'
-0

"
[1

.8
3m

]

6'-0"
[1.83m]

Single-Stall Bathroom 
Pull Door (Preferable)

Enclosed toilet paper in a 
cleanable locked dispenser

Motionless detector

Naloxone

Emergency system light

Door hardware that has an 
emergency unlocking option

Floor demarcation  
to show door swing

Sharps container (tamperproof) 
Opening to be 38–42"  

above the floor

Emergency call bell or intercom

Waterproof signage

Shatterproof mirror

Space-filler between wall and toilet 
(fixed to the wall)

Notes:

All fixture heights, grab bars, door types should conform with local building bylaws.

Items shown pertain to the safer bathroom toolkit, there may be other required 
items in a bathroom that are not shown here.

Bathroom users should be consulted in design decisions.
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Single Stall Bathroom 
Push Door (Alternative)

Enclosed toilet paper in a 
cleanable locked dispenser

Motionless detector

Naloxone

Emergency system light

Door hardware that has an 
emergency unlocking option

Sharps container (tamperproof) 
Opening to be 38–42"  

above the floor

Waterproof signage

Emergency call bell or intercom

Shatterproof mirror

Space-filler between wall and toilet 
(fixed to the wall)

Notes:

All fixture heights, grab bars, door types should conform with local building bylaws.

Items shown pertain to the safer bathroom toolkit, there may be other required 
items in a bathroom that are not shown here.

Bathroom users should be consulted in design decisions.



9'
-0

"
[2

.7
4m

]

12'-0"
[3.66m]

Notes:

All fixture heights, grab bars, door types should conform with local building bylaws.

Items shown pertain to the safer bathroom toolkit, there may be other required 
items in a bathroom that are not shown here.

Bathroom users should be consulted in design decisions.

Multi-Stall Bathroom

Enclosed toilet paper in a 
cleanable locked dispenser

Motionless detector

Naloxone

Emergency system light

No door if possible 
If door, it should not be 
lockable from the inside  

Sharps container (tamperproof) 
Opening to be 38–42" above the floor

Outward swing door, minimal gaps

Emergency call bell or intercom

Floor demarcation to show  
door swing

Waterproof signage

1'-0" gap between door and floor

Stall door hardware that has an  
emergency unlocking option

Shatterproof mirror

Space-filler between wall and toilet 
(fixed to the wall)



Examples of Safer Bathroom Features

Examples of Emergency Systems

Privacy Lock

Motionless Detector

Sharps Container

Indicator Lock (Model 571)

BRAVE Button/Sensor

Toilet Paper Dispenser

Removable Door Hinge

Emergency Call Button/Intercom


