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August 6, 2025 

Event Summary 

Webinar description  

This webinar explored lobbying and its impact on policy development. Presenters began with a refresher on civics in 
Canada (e.g., branches of government, how laws are passed, types of bills and regulations), then provided an 
overview of lobbying including who and what activities are considered ‘lobbying’ according to the federal Lobbying 
Act in Canada, restrictions, and penalties for breach. Presenters demonstrated how to use the Registry of Lobbyists 
tool and interpret this information. Findings of a recent study that analyzed Registry data were presented, and the 
challenges that industry lobbying presents to those advocating for health-supporting public policy were explored. 
Experiences of being a lobbyist and of being lobbied were also shared. The session was not recorded. 

 
Presenters 

• Brandon Purcell, Advocacy Manager, Prevention and Early Detection, Canadian Cancer Society 
Email: Brandon.Purcell@cancer.ca  

• Ashley Wettlaufer, Research Methods Specialist, Institute for Mental Health Policy Research (IMHPR), Centre 
for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) 
Email: Ashley.wettlaufer@camh.ca  

• Dr. Tim Naimi, Director, Canadian Institute for Substance Use Research 
Email: tnaimi@uvic.ca  

 
Presentation outline  

1. Demystifying the Lobbyist 

2. The Registry of Lobbyists- a Quick Tour 

3. A Quantitative Analysis of Federal Alcohol Policy-Related Lobbying in Canada 

 
1. Demystifying the Lobbyist (Presenter: Brandon Purcell) 

Key takeaways: Canada’s current federal government is a minority government, meaning the party in power 
(liberal party of Canada) must receive input from the other parties to pass bills/laws etc. Bills (documents drafted 
by politicians) become laws by undergoing a slow and complex process involving multiple readings, votes and 
debates by MPs and senators before being signed by the governor general on behalf of the king. Lobbyists can 
have many different backgrounds and professional histories (e.g., academics, public servants, media 
personalities, industry professionals) but are most commonly former politicians/political staff. In-house lobbyists 
work for one particular organization to advance their specific priorities while consultant lobbyists work for a firm 
and are hired by a variety of clients to do government relations on their behalf. “Lobbyists” in general may have a 
bad reputation due to political scandals and high expectations placed on politicians to be transparent and act 
with the public’s best interests at heart. 

Overview:  

• Canada’s branches of government 

• How a bill becomes a law in Canada 

• Brief definition of lobbying and explanation on the different types of lobbying 

• Who are lobbyists?: Different reasons for/pathways to becoming a lobbyist 

• Main tasks/roles lobbyists have 

o Why “lobbyists” have poor reputation 

• Government relations and public health 

o Why all voices matter when it comes to policy change 
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2. The Registry of Lobbyists- a Quick Tour (Presenter: Ashley Wettlaufer) 

Key takeaways: In Canada, all lobbying activities are required to be publicly reported both federally and in 11 of 

13 P/Ts (all except NT and NU). Federally, lobbying is reported via the federal registry of lobbyists, where 

organizations must report their registration (declaration of intent; i.e., who you're lobbying, what you're lobbying 

about and on behalf of whom) and communications (monthly communication reports that detail the lobbying 

activity; e.g., meetings, calls, written communications who you talked to and on what regulated matter). The 

registry allows users to search for specific lobbying activity by using the filter function to search for e.g., active vs 

inactive activity, specific organizations involved, specific subject matter, types of lobbyists etc. Users can also 

download lobbying statistics/data reports on specific lobbying activities. 

Overview: 

• Federal and P/T CAPE results on lobbying indicators 

• Federal lobbying Act: Who and what activities are considered lobbying 

• Lobbying Act (federal): https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/l-12.4/page-1.html 

• Federal registry of lobbyists: https://lobbycanada.gc.ca/app/secure/ocl/lrs/do/guest 

o What needs to be included in the registration and communication reports 

o How to navigate and search the federal registry of lobbyists 

o How to download statistics and data reports  

• Lobbying Acts at the P/T level (links): 

o BC: Office of the Registrar of Lobbyists for BC  

o AB: Alberta Lobbyist Registry  

o SK: Office of the Registrar of Lobbyists Saskatchewan 

o MB: Lobbyists Registry Application 

o ON: Lobbyist Registration Overview 

o QC: Carrefour Lobby Québec 

o NB: New Brunswick Lobbyist Registry 

o NS: Search the Registry of Lobbyists - Government of Nova Scotia 

o PEI: Lobbyist Registry | Government of Prince Edward Island 

o NL: Registry of Lobbyists 

o YT: Yukon Lobbyist Registry 
 

3. A Quantitative Analysis of Federal Alcohol Policy-Related Lobbying in Canada (Presenter: Tim Naimi) 

Key takeaways: Alcohol is a major contributing factor to harms and costs globally and in Canada. While there are 
many alcohol control policies that can help to mitigate these costs and harms, many have not been adopted in 
Canada. This is partially due to the alcohol industry’s involvement in lobbying activities, preventing evidence-
based and health-focused alcohol policies from being implemented. A study analyzing lobbying registry data in 
Canada found that the industry lobbied at a much higher rate and with far more organizations than public health 
organizations. 

Overview: 

o Why lobbying matters – Alcohol's harms and costs in Canada 

o Involvement and interference of the alcohol industry 

▪ Industry’s role in lobbying 

▪ Industry’s role in preventing health-based policy changes around alcohol 

 

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/l-12.4/page-1.html
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https://www.sasklobbyistregistry.ca/
https://registry.lobbyistregistrar.mb.ca/lra/index.do?language=english
https://www.oico.on.ca/en/lobbyists-registration-overview
https://www.carrefourlobby.quebec/accueil
https://www.pxw1.snb.ca/snb9000/product.aspx?productid=A001PLOBBYSearch&l=e
https://beta.novascotia.ca/search-registry-lobbyists
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/feature/lobbyist-registry
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/registries/lobbyists/
https://yukonlobbyistregistry.ca/en


 

 

 

 

 

 

o Study analyzing registry data (publication in press): 

▪ Federal registry of lobbyists was searched 

▪ Dates searched coincided with 3 major policy developments in Canada 

▪ Total number of lobbyists and meetings were identified, industry vs public health was compared 

▪ Recommendations based on the findings 

▪ An example of a possible WHO framework on alcohol control based on framework on tobacco 

control: https://doi.org/10.1017/err.2020.73 

Other resources/references   

• The progress of Bill S-202 An Act to amend the Food and Drugs Act (warning label on alcoholic beverages): 
https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/45-1/s-202 

• Lobbyists’ Code of Conduct (federal): https://lobbycanada.gc.ca/en/rules/the-lobbyists-code-of-conduct/ 

• Improving the Lobbying Act: Preliminary recommendations: https://lobbycanada.gc.ca/en/reports-and-

publications/improving-the-lobbying-act-preliminary-recommendations/ 

• Federal lobbying at a glance: https://lobbycanada.gc.ca/en/rules/lobbying-at-the-federal-level-at-a-glance/ 

• Access to Information and Personal Information Request Service (including the Office of the Commissioner of 

Lobbying): https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/access-information-

privacy/access-information/request-information.html 
 

The Canadian Alcohol Policy Evaluation (CAPE) team gratefully acknowledges funding and support from: the Public Health Agency of Canada 

(PHAC), Health Canada’s Substance Use and Addictions Program (SUAP), the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), and In-

kind funding and support from co-investigator institutions, knowledge users, and government stakeholders. Please note that the views and 

opinions expressed in this document are those of the presenters alone, and do not necessarily represent those of our funders. 
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