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In  the year  just  past,  the  As ia-Paci f ic  region has  been more than usual ly  in  the news,  for  reasons  pol i t ica l,  economic, 

env i ronmenta l ,  and  ath le t i c.   Much  o f  th i s  focus  has  been  on  Ch ina .   I t  was  to  be  expec ted  that  B e i j ing’s  host ing  a l l 

the  Olympic  Games  would  prov ide  the  government  o f  the  People’s  Republ ic  to  showcase  the  ex t raord inar y  progress 

that  the  countr y  has  made in  30  years  o f  “re form and opening”.   Th is  was  a  coming- out  par t y  on  a  grander  and more 

lav i sh  sca le  than  Japan’s  in  1960,  o r  Korea’s  in  1988:   the  c i t y  was  t rans formed fo r  the  event,  superb  new fac i l i t i es 

were  bu i l t  fo r  ath le t i cs  and  swimming,  the  opening  and  c los ing  ceremonies,  c reated  wi th  the  co l laborat ion  o f  f i lm 

d i rec tor  Zhang Yimou and expat r iate  a r t i s t  Ca i  G uo - qiang,  were  the  most  spec tacu lar  yet  seen,  and  the  host  nat ion 

wo n the  l ion’s  share  o f  the  medals.   Sat i s f ied  as  the  Ch inese  government  must  have  been  wi th  the  success  o f  the 

Games,  the  press  repor ts  o f  events  in  China  were  not  a l l  as  cheer ing.   The  Olympic  torch  re lay  co inc ided with  r iot ing 

in  Tibet,  and sparked protests  in  many Western c i t ies  as  demonstrators  suppor ted the cause of  the Tibetan r ioters  and 

the Dala i  Lama.   No such demonstrat ions  was seen as  the torch made i ts  way through Asia ,  and Chinese communit ies 

in  the  west  were  a l so  over whelmingly  suppor t ive  o f  both  the  to rch  re lay  and  the  B e i j ing  O lympics.  

These  events  were  the  cata lys t  fo r  v iewing  the  ve r y  d i f fe rent  way s  in  which  Ch ina  i s  regarded  in  Western  Europe 

and Nor th  Amer ica  on the  one hand,  and other  par ts  o f  the  wor ld  on the  other.   In  the  west,  the  former ly  communist 

suppl ie r  o f  cop ious  cheap  goods  has  become regarded  as  an  env i ronmenta l  th reat  and  a  compet i to r  fo r  energy  and 

raw mater ia ls,  and the countr y  which reneged on i ts  promise to  increase respec t  for  human r ights  in  i ts  Olympic  year.  

China,  meanwhile,  presented i tsel f  as  an emerging economic giant  dist inguished by i ts  “peaceful  r ise” internat ional ly 

and i ts  harmonious  soc iet y  at  home.   There  has  been indicat ion through the  year,  however,  that  Chinese  c iv i l  soc iet y 

i s  unwi l l ing  to  be  as  pas s ive  as  i t  once  was :  to  the  protes ts  i n  Ti bet  were  added  the  fu r y  o f  those  i n  S outhwestern 

Ch ina  as  poor ly  const ruc ted  schools  co l lapsed  in  the  ear thquakes  that  s t ruck  S i chuan  Prov ince  in  May,  k i l l ing  the 

on ly  ch i ld ren  o f  thousands  o f  fami l ies.  

I t  was in the crucial  period before the Olympics that a group of  scholars  met at  the University in a conference organized 

by CAPI  China Chair  Wu Guoguang to discuss  “Foreign-D omest ic  L inkages in  China’s  Internat ional  B ehaviours”.   I t  was 

c lear  to  a l l  that  events  that  take  p lace  with in  China  now resonate  internat ional ly,  a f fec t ing  both  China’s  d ip lomat ic 

re lat ions  with  other  countr ies,  and the  g lobal  economic  balance.   The  papers  del ivered at  th is  impor tant  conference 

w i l l ,  l i ke  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  e ve nt s  o rg a n i ze d  b y  D r.  Wu,  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a  co n f e re n ce  vo l u m e.

D irec to r 's  Message
R ichard  K ing

D irec tor 



CAPI was establ ished in 1987 as an important element of  the University  of  Victor ia’s  plan to expand and 

st rengthen i ts  l inks  with  univers i t ies  and other  inst i tut ions  in  the  As ia-Pac i f ic  region,  espec ia l ly  with 

Ch ina ,  Japan,  Southeas t  As ia ,  Ko rea ,  and  t he  dev e lo p ing  i s land  s ta tes  o f  the  Southwest  Pac i f i c . 

The  Cent re ’ s  p r imary  mandat e  i s  t o  co nduct  and  f ac i l i t a t e  research  on  po l i cy  i s sues  re la ted  to  the 

As ia-Pac i f i c  reg ion .  In  add i t io n ,  t he  Cent re  s e rv es  as  a  reg i ona l  research  fac i l i ty  to  the  Un i vers i ty 

and  to  the  la rger  comm uni t y . 

More  spec i f i ca l ly ,  CAP I  was  es t ab l i s hed  t o  f u l f i l l  s i x  f unct ions :

•   To  o rgan ize  and  admin is t e r  lo ng-t erm,  c ro s s -d i s c ip l inary  p rogram s  i n  co l laborat i on  wi th  o ther 

    re levant  g roups  and  ins t i t u t io ns ,  o n  and  o f f  campus ;

•   To  prov ide  a  fo rum f o r  t he  exchange  o f  ideas  and  in f o rmat i on  am ong i n te res ted  persons  a t  the 

    Un ivers i ty ,  and  to  o rgan iz e  and  publ i c i z e  v i s i t s  by  s pec ia l i s t s  and  other  v i s i to rs  wi th  As i a-Pac i f i c   

    exper t i se ;

•   To  promote  publ i ca t io n  and  publ i c  in f o rmat io n  ac t iv i t i es  appropr i a te  to  the  Un i vers i ty ;

•   To  o rgan ize  and  con duct  s ho r t  and  medium-t erm t each in g ,  t ra i n i ng  and  research  pro jec ts ;

•   To  par t i c ipate  in  netwo rk s  o f  o rgan iz at io ns  and  ind iv idua ls  shar i ng  s i m i la r  goa l s  and 

    in te res ts ;   and

•   To  se rve  as  a  c lear in g  ho us e  f o r  t he  co l lec t io n  and  d i s s em i nat i on  o f  i n fo rm at i on  regard i ng  

    ac t iv i t i es  on  campus ,  and  in  t he  co mmuni t y .
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To  learn  more  about  CAPI  v i s i t 

our  webs i te  at :  w w w.cap i .uv ic. ca

 This  year,  CAPI  has  been without  a  Chai r  o f  Japan and As ia-Pac i f ic  Relat ions,  but  we have done our  best  to  inc lude Japan in  our  ac t iv i t ies.   A  workshop 

in  Januar y,  o rganized  in  co l laborat ion  wi th  co l leagues  f rom the  D epar tment  o f  Pac i f i c  and  As ian  Stud ies,  looked  at  cu l tura l  re lat ions  bet ween Ch ina 

and  Japan  in  the  per iod  be fore  Wor ld  War  I I .   Repor ts  on  th i s  and  other  confe rences  can  be  found  late r  in  th i s  rev iew,  inc lud in g  one  on  our  la rges t 

confe rence  in  recent  years,  t he  annua l  co nf e rence  o f  t he  Western  d i v i s i on  o f  the  Assoc i at i on  fo r  As i an  Stud i es  (As i an  Stud i es  on  the  Pac i f i c  Coas t ) , 

he ld  in  Vic tor ia  in  June.   In  2008,  S outheast  As ian  Law Cha i r  Andrew Hard ing  int roduced  a  summer  school  in  As ian  Law,  he ld  at  the  Law S chool.   Th i s 

was  preceded by  a  symposium on As ia-Pac i f i c  Const i tut ional  Law organized in  co l laborat ion with  the  As ia  Law Center  at  the  Univers i t y  o f  Melbourne.  

Pro fessor  Hard ing  a l so  to o k  CAPI  o n  t he  ro ad,  wi t h  co nf e rences  i n  Kyushu  and  S i ena .  

A l so  th i s  year,  CAPI ’s  Program Di rec tor  He id i  Tyedmers  sent  our  la rges t  ever  g roup  o f  inte rns  into  the  As ia-Pac i f i c  re g ion ,  inc lud i ng  our  f i r s t  t wo 

inte rns  in  Japan,  pa id  fo r  f rom the  Cent re’s  endowments.   A  fu l l  repor t  on  the  inte rnsh ip  program a l so  fo l lows.   We  have  been  fo r tunate  to  have  had 

add i t iona l  suppor t  th i s  year  f ro m o ur  St udent  Co o rd inato r,  Cour tney  Rob i nson;  Prac t i cum  Student,  Atsuko  Um eki ;  and  Car la  Tay lo r,  who  has  been 

ass i s t ing  He id i  Tyedmers  in  the  inte rnsh ip  program as  wel l  as  work ing  on  Ce nt re  publ i cat ions.   A l l  in  a l l ,  th i s  has  been  a  momentous  year  fo r  the 

Cent re,  and  fo r  the  reg ion  wi th  which  we  a re  invo lved.   I t  has  been ,  and  cont inues  to  be,  an  exc i t ing  and  s t imulat ing  p lace  to  work ,  and  one  which 

wor ld  events  cont inue  to  make  o ur  wo rk  mo re  impo r t ant  f o r  the  Un i vers i t y.

C API 's  Miss io n  an d Objec t ives



Peopl e  at  C API

D irec tor 

and Staff

R i c h a rd  K i n g  ~  D i rec to r

He len  Lansdowne ~ Ass i s tant  D i re c tor

H e id i  Tyedmers  ~ Pro gram Di rec to r

Ste l la  Chan  ~ S ecre t a r y 

Car la  Tay lor  ~ Program Ass i s tant

E xec u tive 
Com m ittee

R i chard  K i ng  (Cha i r )  ~ CAPI  and  D epar tm ent  o f  Pac i f i c 

                                                  and  As i an  Stud i es

J i m  A n g l i n  ~  D i rec to r,  O f f i ce  o f  I nte r n at i o n a l  Af f a i r s

Howard  B runt  (Ex -O f f i c i o)~ Vi ce -Pres i dent,  Research

Phi l i p  D earden  ~ D epar tm ent  o f  Geography

Chr i s  Gar re t t  ~ D epar tment  o f  Phys ics  and  Ast ronomy

Andrew Hard ing  ~ CAPI  and  Facu l t y  o f  Law

Peter  Ke l le r  ~ D ean  o f  S oc i a l  S c i ences 

Je remy Webber  ~ Facu l t y  o f  Law

Feng Xu  ~ D epar tment  o f  Po l i t i ca l  S c ience

To  learn  more  about  the  people  at  CAPI 

v i s i t  our  webs i te  at :  w w w.cap i .uv ic. ca

CAPI ' s  E x e cut ive  C ommittee 

advi s e s  o n  po l icy  d i r ect ions 

an d co n t r i but es  to  achiev ing 

t h e  go als  an d object ives  of  the 

Ce n t re .  
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A ssociates

Erce l  B aker

James  B out i l i e r

Chr i s t ine  B rad ley

Connie  Car te r

Xiaobe i  Chen

Timothy  Cra ig

Ph i l ip  D earden

D erek  El l i s

N icho las  Ether idge

R andal l  Gar r i son

G u o  G u o t i n g

G e o f f  H a i n s wo r t h

R a lph  Huenemann

Dav id  La i

I sabe l  L loyd

G o rd o n  Lo n g m u i r

Lu  D i n g

Kenneth  MacKay

Peter  Maids to ne

Ted  McD orman

Chr i s  Morgan

Cather ine  Morr i s

L inda  Penn e l l s

R anda l l  Sach

Ivan  S omla i

Dav id  St rong

Tad  Suzuk i

Chr i s  To l le f son

Robby  Tu lus

Stephen  Ty le r

Ar t  Wr ight

Franc i s  Yee

C A PI  A ssoc iates  ar e  attached 

to  C A PI  thr ough pr ojects  and 

thr ough thei r  invol vement  in 

the  act iv i t ies  of  the  C entr e . 

They  ar e  dr aw n f r om the 

campus  and the  community . 

Ch air s  an d 
Program 
Professors

Andrew Hard ing

Facu l t y  o f  Law 

CAPI  Cha i r  i n  As i a-Pac i f i c 

Le g a l  R e l at i o n s

Wu G u o g u a n g

D epar tment  o f  Po l i t i ca l 

S c i ence  and  H i s to r y

CAPI  Cha i r  i n  Ch i na  and 

A s i a - Pa c i f i c  R e l at i o n s

Joseph  Kess

D epar tm ent  o f  L i ngu i s t i c s 

Em er i tus  CAPI  Cha i r  in  Japan 

a n d  A s i a - Pa c i f i c  R e l at i o n s 
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C API  Program Init iat ives 
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Wu  G u o g u a n g

D epar tment  o f  Po l i t i ca l 

S c ience  and  H is to r y  and 

CAPI  Ch ina  Cha i r

In 2008 the China program organized its fi fth symposium since the China Chair joined the Centre in 2004. The 

symposium, "Foreign-Domestic Linkages in China's International Behaviours", was held from April 24 to 25, 2008. 

The conference was generously funded with $35, 000 by external supporters, and featured the presentation of ten 

papers by scholars from China, Hong Kong, Australia, the United Kingdom and North America.  The China Chair also 

joined the Asian Studies on the Pacifi c Coast 2008 Annual Conference, organizing two panels on China's relations with 

Asia, and legal reforms, and chaired two panels as well.

 

In the summer of 2008,  a volume of papers from the China program's June 2006 symposium, "Zhao Ziyang and 

China’s Political Future", was published by Routledge. Another conference volume based on an October 2006 

conference organized by the China program, "Socialist China, Capitalist China: Social-Political Confl icts under 

Globalization", was also accepted by Routledge for publication. This constitutes three volumes in the past two years to 

be published under the co-editorship of Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne; and as with past volumes, manuscript 

preparation was greatly assisted by Stella Chan, CAPI Secretary. 

In addition to this, the China Chair published fi ve journal articles, and sat on the editorial board of four International 

refereed journals of China and Asian studies: East Asia: An International Quarterly (University of Durham, UK), China: 

An International Journal (National University of Singapore), China Perspectives (Paris and Hong Kong: Contemporary 

Centre for China Studies) and Modern China Studies (Princeton, USA). During the reporting period, the China Chair also 

served as a referee of article reviews for a number of journals, including: Journal of Third World Studies, Pacifi c Aff airs, 

and East Asia: An International Quarterly. In addition, the Chair served as a reviewer for an associate tenure application 

of an associate professor of political science, a research fellow and the appointment of a professor of political science, 

at the Institute of  Sinica, Taiwan.

The China Chair traveled to deliver papers and speeches, participate in conferences and engage in other outreach 

activities in Taiwan, Vancouver, Toronto, Paris, Brussels, as well as chairing three panels at conferences here at the 

University of Victoria. The Chair also conducted research fi eldwork in China in 2007 and 2008 on China's National Party 

Congress, with support from a three-year SSHRC grant.

China Program
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Gove r n ance and 
A si a-Pacif ic 
Legal  Relations 
Program

Andrew Harding

Facult y  of  Law and 

C API  Law Chair

The Law Chair wishes to extend his sincere appreciation for the unstinting and invaluable support he has received from all CAPI staff  and colleagues for their work on the Chair's 

programs and conferences within the past year. During this time, the Law Faculty and CAPI cooperated on a number of projects, including a unique enterprise at UVic, the off ering of 

an Asian Law Summer Program. This program involved the teaching of four Asian law courses to 20 mainly UVic students and the mounting of an international workshop on "New 

Courts in the Asia-Pacifi c Region", held from July 13 to 15, 2007.  Signifi cant work was also undertaken in the planning of a Thai Judicial Environmental Law Training Program, which 

was held in July 2008. 

In June 2007, the Law Chair acted as the editor for the publication, Access to Environmental Justice: a Comparative Study (Leiden by Martinus Nijhoff ), which is the 11th volume in 

the London-Leiden Series on Law, Administration and Development, of which the Law Chair himself is a founding editor. This volume presents the fi rst comparative survey of access 

to environmental justice, and will be of considerable use to lawyers, policy-makers, activists and scholars. The book contains eight chapters, including two written by the Law Chair. 

In August 2007, the Law Chair together with Professor HP Lee of Monash University published, Constitutional Landmarks in Malaysia: the First 50 Years, 1957-2007 (Malayan Law 

Journal/ LexisNexis). The book is a warts-and-all survey of 50 years of intense constitutional activity in Malaysia and examines critically the question why and how Malaysia has kept 

the same constitution for a remarkable half-century. It contains a foreword by HRH the Sultan of Perak, and was launched on August 8, 2007 in Kuala Lumpur, as part of Malaysia’s 

50th Anniversary celebrations, by the then Minister for Arts, Culture and National Heritage, Datuk Seri Utama Dr Rais Yatim, who also contributed the opening chapter of the book. 

Other contributors included noted scholars and legal practitioners from Malaysia, Singapore, Australia and Canada, with the Law Chair contributing two chapters.

In September 2007, the Law Chair visited Australia, delivering a public lecture in Melbourne University Law School’s Comparative Law Series, and a staff  seminar at the Asian Law 

Centre, with whom CAPI has a long and fruitful relationship. He then visited Wollongong University to present a paper at a seminar organized around themes of the book, Globalization 

and Resistance: Law Reform in Asia Since the Crisis (Oxford, Hart Publishing), to which the Law Chair contributed a chapter. The Law Chair also visited the UK and Europe from October 

to December 2007, where he worked on a journal special issue on constitutional courts and a book series, Constitutional Systems of the World (Hart Publishing). This tour also involved 

presentations, seminars and classes on Thai constitutional law and legal history at the School of Oriental and African Studies - University of London, University College London, 

Leiden University Law Faculty’s Van Vollenhoven Institute, Johns Hopkins University/Bologna University in Bologna, and at Bocconi University in Milan where the Law Chair held a 

brief visiting appointment.  The Italian section of the tour continued with a presentation on Malaysian local government at a conference in Rome; the co-hosting of a conference at 

Pescara Law School on contemporary constitutionalism; and the co-hosting of a conference between CAPI and Siena University’s Centre for European and Comparative Law on Asian 

constitutionalism in transition, at which the Law Chair presented a theoretical paper on the study of Asian law. The Law Chair also attended and presented at conferences in Singapore 

and Montreal, and took a short -term appointment at the Law Faculty at the National University of Singapore, as a Distinguished Visitor of the University during August 2008, during 

which time he taught an intensive seminar on "Law, Governance and Development in Asia".

The Law Chair is also happy to report that CAPI and the Law Faculty ran the 12th International Competition for the LLM program at Kyushu University. Sean McGinty, a graduate of 

the Asian Law Summer Program and graduating law student, obtained a Kyushu scholarship and will proceed to Japan in September 2008. The Law Chair also had the pleasure of 

attending Kyushu’s annual law and development conference in February 2008. Cooperation with Kyushu continues with the joint organization of a conference between CAPI and 

Kyushu and Royal Roads University’s Faculty of Management on the subject of "Special Economic Zones in Asian Market Economies" (SEZAME), which will take place at Kyushu in 

February 2009.



C API 
International 

Internship 
Program
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To learn  more  about  C API ' s 

Internship  Program v is i t  ou r 

web s i te  at :  w w w. c a p i . u v i c. c a

Life Altering Experiences...

This year brought continued growth and success to CAPI's International Internship Program.  With nine placements funded through the Canadian 

International Development Agency's International Youth Internship Program (IYIP), four through the Students for Development Program, and 

two CAPI-funded interns in Japan (please see page nine for further details), CAPI had an unprecedented fi fteen interns "in the fi eld" in 2008-

09.  The IYIP interns arrived in Victoria to participate in an intensive four day pre-departure briefi ng in the third week of July 2008, and then 

headed off  to their placements in Vietnam, Cambodia, Mongolia, the Philippines, Cook Islands, and the Federated States of Micronesia. Our 

interns are based in progressive host organizations working on a range of issues from community development to conservation, migration, 

HIV/AIDS and human rights.  We  are very excited to be continuing our partnerships with many great NGOs throughout the Asia-Pacifi c region  

and we wish the interns all the best in their placements!

The 2008-09 Interns are:

•  Helen Beynon, a graduate of Simon Fraser University in Communications is working as a Program Offi  cer for the  Micronesia Conservation 

Trust in Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia.

•  Kate Duplessis, a graduate of Carleton University in Social Work is working as a Program Offi  cer - Capacity Building and Outreach with the 

National Centre Against Violence in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

•  Adam Houston, a UVic Law graduate is working as a Program Offi  cer - Human Rights for the Legal and Human Rights Task Force with the 

Pacifi c Islands AIDS Foundation in Rarotonga, Cook Islands.

•  Anjali Lowe, a UVic graduate of Linguistics is working as a Program Offi  cer with Migrant Forum in Asia, in Quezon City, Philippines.

• Gabriel Rose, a graduate of Simon Fraser University in International Development is working as a Community Development Advisor with the 

Centre for Marinelife Conservation and Community Development in Hanoi, Vietnam.

• Celeste Shankland, a Law graduate of McGill University is working as a Legal Advisor with the National Centre Against Violence in Ulaanbaatar, 

Mongolia.

• Morgan Slavkin, a UVic graduate of Pacifi c and Asian Studies is working as a Program Offi  cer with the Pacifi c Islands AIDS Foundation in 

Rarotonga, Cook Islands.

• Bridgitt Sloan McMullen, a graduate of the University of Alberta in Political Science and Women's Studies is working as a Program Offi  cer with 

the Mongolian Gender Equality Center in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

• Thomas Sullivan, a graduate of the University of Guelph in International Development is working as a Program Offi  cer in Environmental 

Governance with the Participatory Management of Coastal Resources in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Congratulations to this inspiring group of 2008-09 CAPI interns!
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Experiential learning at its best...

“Brighton is amazing and this masters program is so stupendously perfect for me...I'm bursting at the seams everyday.  First of all, 

it is ONLY due to my internship that any of this could have happened.  In retrospect, the amount of knowledge I amassed during my 

time in the Philippines on migration has enabled me to approach this masters with a solid base and confi dence in the readings and 

discussions that will come.  I hope you know what a concretely positive result it has yielded for me.  Hooray for CAPI!”

            - Simmi Dixit, Intern with Migrant Forum in Asia, Quezon City, Philippines

"...the chance to participate in this CAPI internship has been a once in a lifetime opportunity. I knew when I left Canada that I would 

be doing something interesting and exciting, but nothing could have prepared me for the enormity of my experience.  I have grown 

immeasurably as a professional – having had the opportunity to participate in work that is important, relevant, challenging and 

rewarding. I have also grown immeasurably as an individual – knowing that I am capable of adapting and learning.   Words can’t 

express how grateful I am to CAPI and to CIDA for allowing me to participate in this remarkable program. It is so much more than 

simply a way to gain relevant work experience – it is an opportunity to learn about yourself, about a new culture, about new issues 

and about the broader world."  

          - Stacey Lambert, Intern with the Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

"This placement has helped me to start shaping my future career and academic goals – in terms of fi nally helping me direct my pas-

sion for HIV/AIDS issues and research into a specifi c area of work and study. I feel that it has been invaluable experience to gain a sense 

of direction for my future work and study.   Also, experiencing my fi rst foray into working overseas for an HIV/AIDS NGO, has been both 

character building and humbling. There is much to learn and be aware of when working in the ‘development’ fi eld in order to ensure 

you are able to make valuable contributions to a region’s HIV struggles as an ‘outsider’, with an ‘outsider’s’ perspective. Since PIAF is a 

regional NGO, it is a perfect place to gain an understanding about the Pacifi c region, foster regional connections and gain experience 

in working cross-culturally within and between these island nations."

          - Sally McBride, Intern with the Pacifi c Islands AIDS Foundation, Rarotonga, Cook Islands

"I know these internships are about diff erent things to diff erent people, but that at their core they are supposed to set people up in 

conditions where they can build career skills and networks, contribute to some of the better “development work” that is going on 

around the world, and do some self-exploration.  My placement was right on the mark for me in each of these three respects.  I knew 

that the match with MCD was going to be a good one common interests-wise and it didn’t let me down. If I could have planned a 

seven month career development project of my own, it wouldn’t have been much diff erent from the kinds of things I’ve been allowed 

to do here.  It really was a tailor made career experience that I hope will give me a foot in the door for more of the same...a fantastic 

experience all in all."         

         - Peter Rosenbluth, Intern with Centre for Marinelife Conservation and Community Development, Hanoi, Vietnam
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C API  S tu dents  for 
Develo pment 
Placements
CAPI is proud to be continuing its Students for Development placements, which began in 2006-07. The program, funded through the Canadian 

International Development Agency and managed by the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada off ers funding for students to spend four 

to six months working on governance projects in developing countries. Two of the four students who were selected for the program were placed with 

the Pacifi c Islands AIDS Foundation In Rarotonga, Cook Islands: Michelle Reid who is completing her Honours in Anthropology left in May and Hilary 

Gorman, who is completing her MA in Pacifi c and Asian Studies, departed in mid September. Sayuri Holman, who is also completing an MA in Pacifi c 

and Asian Studies, left in May to work with the Micronesia Conservation Trust, and Lindsay Walton, in her third year of a BA in Political Science and 

Women's Studies, went to work with the National Center Against Violence in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia in May as well.  We look forward to continuing 

to off er placements through the Students for Development Program in the future.   

C API  2008-09 Students  for 

D evelopment  pa r t ic ipant  and 

UVic  graduate  s t u dent  Hi lar y 

Gorman with  a  co l leagu e at  t he 

Pac i f i c  I s lands  AIDS  Foundat ion.

Taiwan Study Program
In  co o rd inat i on  wi th  UV i c ,  CAP i  fac i l i tated  a  s tudent  ex change  program  wi th  Nat i ona l  Sun  Yat  Sen 

U n iv ers i t y  ( NSYSU)  i n  T a i wan.  T he  program  a l lowed s i x  UV i c  s tudents  the  oppor tun i ty  to  s tudy  in 

H s i- t z i  Bay ,  Kaohs i ung,  T a i wan fo r  the  sum m er  sem ester .  T he  s i x  s tudents  were  i mmersed  in  an 

in t ens iv e  language  program  at  the  Un i vers i ty .  T hey  a l so  par t i c i pated  i n  ex t racur r i cu la r  ac t iv i t i es 

t o  expo s e  and  i n tegrate  the  s tudents  to  the  loca l  cu l tu re .  T he  2007-2008  par t i c i pants ,  Ben  Kong, 

Ca i t l in  S heen,  Naom i  Jankov i cs ,  N i cho las  V an  Heyst ,  Rym an Wong,  and  Greg  Wood le f t  in  June  and 

co mplet ed  the  program  i n  August .  T he  par t i c i pants  have  repor ted  that  they  lea rned  an  immense 

amo unt  o f  Mandar i n  and  rea l ly  en joyed  the  loca l  T a i wanese  cu i s i ne  and  ac t i v i t i es . 
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Hav ing  rece ived  a  s i x-month  ex tens ion  f rom the  Canad ian 

International Development Agency,  CAPI,  under the direction 

of  Ass istant  Di rector ,  Helen Lansdowne,  completed the f inal 

programming of  the Vietnam Legal  Reform Assistance Project 

(LERAP) .  LE R AP,  which  began  in  M arch  2003,  focused  on 

s t rengt hen ing  t he  pro f es s io na l  capac i t y  o f  the  Mi n i s t ry  o f 

Just ice  in  Vietnam to  handle  s igni f i cant  legal  change i ssues 

facing the countr y.   This  included hosting Nguyen Van Cuong, 

a  lawyer  with the Vietnam Minist ry  of  Just ice ,  who attended 

UVic’s  Law School  under  the supervis ion of  Professor  Jeremy 

Webber in the fall of 2007 for four months. One of the highlights 

of  LERAP was the seven v is i tors  who came to Canada to  work 

wi th  the  Law f acu l t y  a t  t he  U n iv ers i t y  dur ing  the  l i f e  o f  the 

Pro jec t .  As  a  tes tament  to  the  success  o f  such  v i s i t s ,  we  a re 

happy  t o  repo r t  t hat  Cuo ng wi l l  be  re t urn in g  i n  Septem ber 

to  purs ue  a  PhD wi t h  t he  Facu l t y  o f  Law.

Vietnam Legal 
Reform A ssistance 

Projec t

C API  UVic 
Interns  in  Japan

As  par t  o f  our  ongo i ng  e f fo r t s  to  es tab l i sh  broader  l i nkages  wi th  Japan,  CAPI  sent  t wo 

interns  to  Tokyo th is  year.  These  p lacements,  fu l ly  funded by  CAPI ,  a re  intended to  prov ide 

oppor tun i t ies  fo r  young Canad ians  to  l i ve  and  work  in  Japan,  deve lop  the i r  Japanese 

language  sk i l l s ,  and  bu i ld  re lat ionsh ips  wi th  o rgan izat ions  in  the  reg ion .

Th e  t wo inte rns  who we re  se lec ted  fo r  the  f i ve - month  inte rnsh ips  a re  He id i  Wudr ick ,  a 

UVic  Phi losophy and Profess ional  Wri t ing  s tudent,  who wi l l  be  work ing  as  an  In format ion 

Of f i ce r  at  the  As ia-Japan Women’s  Resource  Cent re,  in  Sh ibuya ,  Tokyo,  and  Al i son  S cot t,  a  

S oc io logy  s tudent  at  UVic   who i s  work ing  as  a  Pro jec t  Ass i s tant  wi th  the  Womens '  Ac t ive 

Museum on  War  and  Peace  in   Sh in juku ,  Tokyo.   We  a re  p leased  to  be  promot ing  greate r 

knowledge  and  unders tand ing  o f  Japan  among our  s tudents  and  the  wider  communi t y, 

an d  look  fo r ward  to  bu i ld i ng  on  these  p lacem ents  i n  the  fu ture.
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I s lamic  Finance  in  Malays ia 

D ato'  D r.  Nik  Nor zrul  Thani, 

Legal  Counsel

Th u r s d ay  J u l y  3 ,  2 0 0 7 

No More  Walkabout  Long 

Ch i n a tow n :  A s i a n  I nvol ve m e n t  i n 

t h e  S o l o m o n  I s l a n d s

 

C live Moore ,  S chool  of 

H istor y,  Phi losophy,  Rel ig ion 

and C lass ics,  Univers i t y  of 

Q ueensland

Thursday  S eptember  13,  200 7

Exp er ien ces  D oin g 

Et h n ob ot a n ica l  Resea rch  in 

Yun n a n ,  Ch in a

K e n  M a r r ,  R oya l  B r i t i s h 

Columbia  Museum

Thursday  O c tober  4 ,  2007

Pol i t ics,  Et hics,  and the  Problem 

of  Humanitar ianism To day

 

Adrian McIntyre ,  D epar tm ent 

of  Anthropology,  Univers i t y  of 

Ca l i fornia ,  B erkeley

Thursday  O c tober  11,  2007

C API  O n- Cam pu s Ac t iv it ies

C API 's  O n- C ampus 
Lec tures  and Events
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To  learn  more  about  CAPI ' s 

O n - Ca m p u s  Ac t i v i t i e s  v i s i t  o u r 

webs i te  at :  w w w.cap i .uv ic. ca

Tra d i t i o n a l  Ch i e fs ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t 

Church  and  Mar ine  Tur t le 

Conser vat ion  in  Fi j i

 

K e n n e t h  T.  M a c K ay ,  Ins t i t u te 

o f  Mar ine  Resources,  Un ivers i t y  o f 

the  S outh  Pac i f i c 

Fr iday  Januar y  18 ,  2008

Nepal  in  Conf l i c t :  S takeho lders  and 

Pro l i fe rat ion

 

Iva n S o mlai ,  D i rec to r  o f  G l o b a l 

Co l laborat ion  and  CAPI  As s o c iate

Thursday  Januar y  31 ,  2008

R o m a n t i c  D re a m s,  D ra m a  To u r i s m 

and  Japan ' s  'Hanr yu  B o om' : 

Exp lor ing  Japanese  Ident i t y, 

Gender,  Ethn ic i t y  and  Japan-Korea 

Re lat ions  through Popular  Cu l ture

 

M ill ie  C reighto n,  D epar t ment 

o f  Anthropology,  Cent re  fo r 

Japanese  Research  Execut ive 

B oard,  and  Cent re  fo r  Ko rean 

R e s e a rc h  E xe c u t i ve  B o a rd, 

U n i ve r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Co l u m b i a

Tuesday  Februar y  5 ,  2008

O n e  L i fe b o a t :  Ch i n a  a n d  t h e 

World ' s  Env i ronment  and 

D eve lopment

Ar thu r  J.  Hanso n , 

Dis t ingu ished  Fe l low and  Fo rmer 

Pres ident  o f  the  Inte rnat iona l 

Ins t i tu te  fo r  Sus ta inab le 

D eve lopment

Thursday  Februar y  7 ,  2008

Worl d  Sy s te m s  w i t h o u t  H i s to r y : 

Ind igenous  Populat ions  o f  the 

A s i a - Pa c i f i c  R e g i o n

 

C hristopher  Morgan, 

D epar tm ent  o f  Pac i f i c  and  As i an 

Stud ies,  Un ivers i t y  o f  Vi c to r ia

Tuesday  Februar y  26 ,  2008

The  B lunt ing  o f  the  Ker i s : 

Re f lec t ions  on  the  Malay s ian 

G e n e ra l  E l e c t i o n s  2 0 0 8

Andrew Harding ,  CAPI  Law 

Cha i r,  Un ivers i t y  o f  Vi c to r ia

Fr i day  March  28 ,  2008 

C A P I  S t u d e n t  Sy m p o s i u m  o n 

A s i a - Pa c i f i c  2 0 0 8

 

Presentat i ons  on  the  As i a-

Pac i f i c  reg ion  by  UVic 

Undergraduate  and  graduate 

s tudents

Wednesday  Fe bruar y  13 ,  2008 

C A P I  A s i a - Pa c i f i c  F i l m  Fe s t i va l

 

Films:

Another  Western ,  Ade l ine  Huynh

Fi r s t  Winter  La s t ,  Ana de  La ra

Sacr i f i ce ,  El l e n  B r u n o

Peat i  and  I rene ,  Ingr id  Lear y

New Year  B aby ,  S ocheate  Poeuv

Saturday  March  8 ,  2008



                              
C API  Student  Events

C API  Student 

Coordinator 

2007-08

Cour tney  Robinson,

Envi ronmental 

Studies

C API ' s  n e ws le t te r  As i a-Pac i f i c  New s i s  produced t w ice  a  year  in  the  Spr ing 

and i n  t h e  Fa l l  an d co nta ins  interest ing  ar t ic l es  on  the  A s ia-Pac i f i c  region 

as  we l l  as  update s  o n  C A PI ' s  in i t iat ives  and events.   B ack  i ssues  of  As ia-

Pac i f i c  N e ws  are  avai la bl e  on  C A PI ' s  webs i te  at :  w w w.capi .uv ic.ca  or  by 

cont ac t i n g  t h e  C API  o f f i ce. 

Vis i t  C A PI  onl ine  at : 

w w w. c a p i . u v i c. c a

C API 's  websi te  conta ins 

up -to - date  informat ion  on 

a l l  o f  our  work  inc luding: 

Events,  O ppor tunit ies, 

Peopl e  at  C API ,  Programs 

a n d  Pu b l i c at i o n s.

C API  O nline

Jo in  C API ' s  e - dist r ibut ion  l i s t  onl ine  at 

w w w. c a p i . u v i c. c a  o r  by  e m a i l i n g  c a p i @

u v i c. c a .   M o re  t h a n  2 5 0  p e o p l e  i n  o u r 

co m m u n i t y  re ce i ve  e m a i l  u p d ate s  a b o u t 

a l l  o f  C API ' s  oppor tunit ies  and events. 

C A PI 's 
D istr i butio n List

Keep in  Tou ch

13

A sia-Pacif ic  News

The CAPI Asia-Pacifi c Film Festival, which was organized 

by Courtney Robinson, CAPI's Student Coordinator, was 

held as a fundraiser for CAPI's International Internship 

Program. The event showcased fi ve fi lms: AnOther 

Western by local fi lmmaker Adeline Huynh and First 

Winter Last by Ana de Lara; Sacrifi ce by award-winning 

documentary fi lmmaker, Ellen Bruno; Peati and Irene, two 

fi lms which won the Peace and Development in the Pacifi c 

Award and were produced by Ingrid Leary as part of the 

Positive Lives documentary series and the Pacifi c Islands 

AIDS Foundation; and New Year Baby by fi lmmaker 

Socheata Poeuv, which won an Amnesty International 

Movies that Matter Award.

C A PI  S tudent Sympo s iu m on 
th e  A si a-Pacif ic

CAPI's Student Symposium on the Asia-Pacifi c 2008 featured presentations on 

the Asia-Pacifi c region by a number of UVic undergraduate and graduate students. 

Presentations included:

"Reproductive Rights in Indonesia", Hilary Gorman, Pacifi c and Asian Studies 

"Untouchability during India's Independence", Lara deBeyer, History and Religious Studies

"From Chinese Babies to US Children", Morgan Slavkin, Pacifi c and Asian Studies

"Politics of Stratifi ed Reproduction in Colonial Fiji", Sayuri Holman, Pacifi c and Asian Studies

"Chinese Politeness and Cross Cultural Communication", Jun Tian, Linguistics

"Arahmaiani's Identity: Deconstructing the Other", Michelle Brunet, History in Art

"Candi Loro Jomggtant in Cental Java", Heather Mackay, History in Art

"A Study of Wei An's Deep Ecological View", Yulin Zhou, Pacifi c and Asian Studies

"June 4th and the Theme of the Sixth Generations Films", Steven Lo, Political Science

"East Asian Naval Arms Race", Tom Bruce, History and Political Science

"The Narrative Co-Constuction of a Chinese Folktale", Ya Lin, Linguistics

Februar y  13 ,  2008

March  8 ,  2008

C AP I  A sia-Pacif ic 
Fi lm Festival
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The workshop brought  22 par t ic ipants  f rom as  far  a f ie ld  as  the  Nether lands,  the  Phi l ippines  and Austra l ia ,  and was  the  f i r s t  scholar ly  meet ing to 

d iscuss  the phenomenon of  new,  specia l is t  cour ts  in  As ia ;  i t  was  organized in  conjunc t ion with the As ian Law Centre  (ALC),  Melbourne Univers i t y 

Law S chool.  ALC ’s  D r  P ip  N icho ls o n  co - co nvened  t he  wo rkshop  wi th  the  Law Cha i r,  and  they  a re  now ed i t i ng  the  proceed i ngs  fo r  publ i cat ion 

wi th  Rout ledgeCur zo n  in  ear ly  2009.  The  workshop  was  funded  substant ia l l y  by  SSHRC.  Thanks  goes  to  He id i  Tyedmers  fo r  her  wonder fu l  work 

on  the  appl i cat ion ,  co nf e rence  webs i te  and  co nf erence  o rgan i zat i on ,  and  to  Law s tudent  S ean  McG i nt y  fo r  h i s  ass i s tance  i n  re lat ion  to  the 

conference  and  the  teach ing  program.  S e ve ra l  workshop  par t i c ipants  cont r ibuted  c lasses  to  the  Law S chool ' s  summer  teach ing  program,  and 

the  s tudents  were  a l s o  ab le  to  at tend  t he  wo rk s ho p  i t s e l f. 

C API  S ponsored Events

New Cour ts  in  the A sia-Pacif ic  Region 
Worksho p
Ju ly  13  to  15 ,  2007

A sian L aw  S u mmer 
Program

J u n e  2 5  to  Au g u s t  3 ,  2 0 0 7

From the 25th of  June to  the 3rd of  August  2007,   the Law 

Faculty and CAPI cooperated on a unique enterprise at UVic, 

the  of fer ing of  an As ian Law Summer Program dur ing the 

second hal f  o f   the  Summer  Term.  Th is  program involved 

the  teach ing  o f  four  As ian  law courses  to  20  main ly  UVic 

students  and the mounting of  an internat ional  workshop, 

"New Cour ts  in  the  As ia-Pac i f i c  Reg io n" ,  he ld  f ro m J u ly  

13  to  15 ,  2007.  The  t each ing  pro gram bro ught  t o  U Vic , 

P ro fessor  Mark  S ide l ,  a  no t ed  As ian  law s cho la r ;  Dr  Dan 

Puchniak from Kyushu University (UVic Law Graduate 2002); 

and Professor  Connie  Carter  of  Royal  Roads  Univers i ty ;  in 

addition the Law Chair  offered a course on Law and Society 

in  South  Eas t  As ia .  S t udent  res po ns es  t o  t he  pro gram 

were  overwhelmingly  po s i t i v e ,  and  s ev era l  hav e  go ne 

on to  undertake masters  programs in  Asian law and other 

As ian- law re lated  pro jects ;  for  example ,  Len  Statz  (UVic 

Law,  2nd  year)  obta ined  a  CAPI  In t e rns h ip  t o  wo rk  wi t h 

a  domest i c  v io lence  o rgan iz at io n  in  M o ngo l ia .
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To  f ind  o ut  abo ut  CAPI ' s  upco ming 

event s  and  co nf erences  v i s i t  o ur 

we bs i te  at :  w w w.cap i .uv ic. ca

The Centre  launched an annual  lec ture  ser ies  named 

for  the  Univers i t y ’s  benefac tor  and honorar y  degree 

h o l d e r  D r.  A l b e r t  H u n g  Ch a o - h o n g.   D r.  H u n g  i s 

an  ent repreneur  and  ph i lanthrop i s t  wi th  bus iness 

inte res ts  in  Ch ina ,  Hong Kong,  S ingapore,  Ta iwan, 

Japan  and  Nor th  Amer ica ,  and  a  record  o f  generous 

g i f t s  to  educat iona l  and  spor ts  foundat ions. 

The  Alber t  Hung Chao Hong Lec ture  S er ies  prov ides 

an oppor tunit y  for  a  dist inguished v is i tor  to  address 

a  communi t y  aud ience  on  a  top ic  o f  cur rent  publ i c 

inte res t  in  the  As ia-Pac i f i c  reg ion .

The first Hung Lecture was delivered on November 27, 

2007  by  James  S cot t ,  Ste r l ing  Pro fessor  o f  Po l i t i ca l 

Science and Professor of Anthropology at Yale University.  

D r.  S co t t  i s  a n  i n f l u e nt i a l  s c h o l a r  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a 

whose works include: Weapons of the Weak: Everyday 

Fo rms  o f  Pea sant  Res i s tance  (1987)  and  S e e i n g  L i ke 

a  S tate :  How Cer ta in  S chemes  to  Improve  the  Human 

Condi t ion  Have  Fa i led  ( 1 9 9 7 ) .   I n  recent  ye a r s,  D r. 

S cot t  has  been  conduc t ing  f ie ld  research  in  Burma; 

h i s  l e c t u re,  " St ate  Eva s i o n  i n  M a i n l a n d  S o u t h e a s t 

As ia :  Why Civ i l i zat ions  Can’t  C l imb Hi l l s",  was  both 

a  repor t  on  h i s  recent  research  and  a  fo re tas te  o f 

h i s  nex t  work .  Wi th   ex am ples  f rom  As i a  and  other 

par ts of  the world,  both historical  and contemporar y, 

D r.  S co t t  ex p l o re d  t h e  i n f l u e n ce  o f  to p o g ra p hy  o n 

soc ia l  and  po l i t i ca l  o rgan izat ion ,  p ropos ing  that 

marg ina l i zed  groups  f ind  themse lves  i so lated  in 

inaccess ib le  and  h i l l y  reg ions  whi le  dominant  o r 

conquer ing  c iv i l i zat ion  en joy  the  prosper i t y  o f  the 

lowlands.

While  at  the Univers i t y  of  Vic tor ia ,  Dr.  Scott  a lso met 

with members of the Depar tments of Political Science, 

Anthropology,  and  Pac i f i c  and  As ian  Stud ies,  and 

spoke  wi th  undergraduate  and  graduate  s tudents 

about  the i r  research  and  h i s  own.

S tate  Eva s i o n  i n  M a i n l a n d  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a : 
W hy   C i v i l i z at i o n s  C a n' t   C l i m b  H i l l s
The Inaugural  Alber t  Hung Lec ture

 November  27 ,  2007

James Scott: Self-Portrait



16

In  mid-2007  CAPI  obta ined  a  SSHRC workshop  grant  to  b r ing  together  a  g roup  o f  scho la rs  f rom a  number  o f 

d i sc ip l ines  –  h i s to r y,  po l i t i ca l  sc ience,  l i te rature,  f i lm,  and  theat re  –  to  cons ider  an  impor tant  aspec t  o f  the 

re lat ions  bet ween  the  t wo major  powers  in  Eas t  As ia  in  a  t ime  o f  inc reased  contac t  and  catas t roph ic  conf l i c t .  

The  workshop  was  des igned  by  CAPI  D i re c tor,  R i chard  K ing ;  Cody  Poul ton ,  Cha i r  o f  the  D epar tment  o f  Pac i f i c 

and  As ian  Stud ies ;  and  Katsuh iko  Endo,  a l so  o f  Pac i f i c  and  As ian  Stud ies.  The  o rgan izers  p lan  to  p roduce  an 

ed i ted  vo lume o f  papers  f ro m t he  wo rk s ho p.

For  a  centur y,  f rom Wes tern  incurs io ns  in  t he  mid-n ineteenth  centur y  to  the  end  o f  the  S econd  Wor ld  War  i n 

1945,  Japan was  the  dominant  force  in  East  As ia .  Por t ions  o f  Ch ina  were  occupied  by  Japanese  armies  for  much 

o f  the  f i r s t  ha l f  o f  the  las t  ce ntur y,  and  dur ing  the  1930s,  the  Ch inese  Nor theas t,  wi th  i t s  abundant  minera l 

resources,  was  co lon ized  by  Japan.   Japanese  t roops  invaded  the  res t  o f  Ch ina  in  1937,  beg inn ing  a  war  that 

would  las t  fo r  e ight  years.   The  scars  o f  that  conf l i c t ,  and  the  be l ie f  he ld  by  the  Ch inese  that  Japan  has  fa i led  to 

atone  fo r  war t ime at roc i t ies,  co nt inue  to  cas t  a  shadow over  re lat ions  bet ween  the  t wo nat ions.

In  add i t ion  to  conf l i c t  howe ve r,  th i s  was  a l so  a  t ime  o f  g reat  inte l lec tua l  and  cu l tura l  exchange.   Ch inese 

inte l lec tuals  and diplomats  enjoyed poet ic  exchanges  with  thei r  Japanese counterpar ts  in  the late  19th centur y. 

Students  o f  these  inte l lec tua ls  fo l lowed the i r  path  and  learned  o f  Western  sc ience,  po l i t i ca l  and  ph i losophica l 

ideas,  and  popula r  cu l tu re  th rough the  Japanese  bar r ie r s.   B oth  nat ions '  inte l lec tua l s  de f ined  themse lves  in 

par t  wi th  re fe rence  to  t he  o t her,  l ead ing  to  a  c lo s e,  i f  f raught,  re lat i onsh i p.   Pane ls  at  the  confe rence  were 

dedicated  to  poet ic  exchange,  movements  o f  people  and ideas,  the  coming o f  modern i t y  and the  revo l t  aga inst 

Confuc ian  t rad i t ion ,  the  popula r  cu l tu re  o f  the  great  c i t y  o f  Shangha i  and  i t s  Japanese  connec t ions,  Japanese 

colonia l ism in  Nor theastern China,  and the representat ion by Chinese and Japanese play wrights  and f i lmmakers 

o f  the i r  shared  h i s to r y.

Japan- C hina Cultural  Relations 
Workshop
 Januar y  24  to  26 ,  2008

Foreign-Domestic 
Link ages in  C hina's 
International 
Behaviours 
Conference

This  one-and-a-half-day symposium  was organized by the 

China  Cha i r,  Guoguang Wu,  and  featured  the  presentat ion 

of  ten papers by scholars  f rom China,  Hong Kong,  Austral ia, 

UK,  and North  Amer ica .  Among the  topics  presented were : 

ideat ional  sources  o f  Ch ina ’s  internat ional  behav iour ,  the 

impact  o f  overseas  s tud i es  on  Ch i nese  percept i ons  o f  the 

outside world,  history education and domestic  propaganda 

and  the i r  i n f luence  on  Ch i na ’ s  i n te rnat i ona l  behav i our , 

bureaucrat i c  behav i ours  i n  Ch i na ’ s  c l i m ate  po l i cy ,  and 

how Ch i na ’ s  dom est i c  po l i t i c s  and  fo re i gn  po l i cy  i n te rac t 

o n  the  T a i wan i s sue .

Apr i l  24  to  25 ,  2008
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In  June  2008,  CAPI  hosted  the  42nd Annual  Conference  o f  As ian 

Studies  on  the  Pac i f i c  Coast  (ASPAC) .   ASPAC i s  the  westernmost 

division of the Association for Asian Studies, the largest organization 

of academic Asian specialists, with members from British Columbia 

and  A lber ta ,  and  the  We stern  Un i ted  States,  f rom Ca l i fo rn ia  to 

A laska ,  and  Hawai i .   Th i s  year  we  we re  a l so  jo ined  by  scho la rs 

f rom Western and Eastern Europe,  Eastern Canada,  Eastern United 

States,  and Asia  Paci f ic  countr ies  including China,  Taiwan,  Korea, 

Ph i l ipp ines,  Aust ra l ia  and  New Zea land.  

Over three days, 145 papers were delivered in 42 panels.  Presenters 

inc luded facu l t y,  g raduate  s tudents,  and  independent  scholars, 

on a  ver y  wide var iet y  of  subjec ts  in  disc ipl ines  that  included the 

humanities and social  sciences,  f ine ar ts,  law, business,  and public 

hea l t h   f ro m a l l  par t s  o f  As i a ,  and  the  d i aspor i c  com m uni t i es  o f 

these  reg ions  in  Nor th  Amer ica .   ASPAC’s  annua l  award  fo r  the 

bes t  s tudent  paper  submit ted  to  the  conference  was  g iven  to  D i 

Yin  Lu  (Har vard  Univers i t y)  for  her  paper,  "Col lec t ing China:  The 

Japanese  Empi re  Shops  in  the  Ch inese  Ar t  Market".   A  number 

o f  U Vi c  f a c u l t y  i n c l u d i n g  C A P I ’s  Ch a i r s,  D i rec to r,  a n d  A s s i s t a nt 

D i rec to r,  p a r t i c i p ate d  a s  p a n e l  o rg a n i ze r s,  p re s e nte r s,  c h a i r s 

and  d i s cus s ant s.   Th e  o rgan i zat i on  o f  the  confe rence  and  the 

conference  webs i te  was  managed  by  He id i  Tyedmers,  who wa s 

ass i s ted  at  the  conference  by  a  smal l  a rmy  o f  s ta f f  and  s tudent 

vo lunteers  marsha led  by  Car la  Tay lor  and  Atsuko  Umeki .

At  t he  o pen ing  ceremony,  par t i c i pants  heard  a  p resentat i on 

f ro m  Yue n - Pa u  Woo,  Ch i e f  E xe c u t i ve  O f f i ce r  o f  t h e  A s i a - Pa c i f i c 

Fo u n d at i o n  o f  Ca n a d a  o n  " Ca n a d i a n  Vi e w s  o n  A s i a :  R e s u l t s  o f  a 

N at io na l  Op in io n  Po l l ".   The  keynote  speech  at  the  confe rence 

banquet  was  de l ive red  by  Pro fessor  El i zabeth  Per r y,  Henr y 

Rosovsky  Pro fessor  o f  Government  at  Har vard  Un ivers i t y,  on 

"Ch ines e  Co ncept io ns  o f  ‘R i ghts’ :  From  Menc i us  to  Mao  – and 

Now".  There  was  a l so  an  even ing  f i lm show in  which  Amer ican 

f i lm-maker  El len  Brun o  presented  her  f i lm  Sacr i f i ce ,  the  s to r y 

o f  ch i ld  prost i tutes  f rom Burma,  and answered quest ions  on  her 

f i lm-making.  

Th i s  was  t he  f i r s t  t ime  i n  m any  years  that  ASPAC had  he ld  i t s 

annual  conference in  Canada,  and the f i rs t  in  Vic tor ia .   Nex t  year, 

the  conference  wi l l  be  in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  but  we  have  had  requests 

f rom the  ASPAC B oard  fo r  a  re turn  to  Vancouver  I s land  be fore 

to o  lo ng.

A s ian S tudies  on the Pacif ic  Coast  2008
C ro ss ing B oundaries  in  the A sia-Pacif ic : 
R egio nal  and D iscipl inar y 
Intersec tions
  J u n e  1 3  to  1 5 ,  2 0 0 8

To  learn  more  about 

CAPI ' s  Progra m 

In i t iat ives 

v i s i t  our  webs i te  at :  



S tudent Research 
Fel lowship

Sayur i  Ho lman

MA Student 

D epar tm ent  o f  Pac i f i c  and  As i an  Stud i es

Pro jec t :  Men,  matr imony  and  ma scu l in i i tes :  Some 

impl i cat ions  o f  changing  marr iage  pat terns  fo r 

Fi j ian  men

S tu d ent 
L ang uage 
Fellowship

N i co l a  B an c ro f t

B A  Stu d e nt

D epar t ment  o f  Pac i f i c  and  As i an  Stud i es

Pro jec t :  To  s tudy  the  B ahasa  Indones ian 

Language  at  Yogyakar ta ,  Indones i a
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S tudent 
Essay P rize

Morgan  S lavk in

B A  St u d e nt

D epar tm ent  o f  Pac i f i c  and  As i an  Stud i es

Ti t le :  Co o l ies ,  Conta inment,  and 

R e s i s t a n ce :  A s i a n  M i g ra t i o n  a n d  t h e 

Indentured  Sy s tem in  Br i t i sh  G u iana

C API  Awards  and 
Fel lowshi ps

Congratulat ions!



                
      C API  Chai rs  -  Pu bl ic at io n  Update
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Andrew Harding, CAPI Law Chair

•  New Courts in the Asia-Pacifi c Region - work is ongoing for the publication of the 

proceedings of this conference, which was held July 13 to 15, 2007.

•  "The Eclipse of the Astrologers: King Mongkut, His Successors and the Reformation 

of Law in Thailand", which appears as a chapter in a new book edited by Dr Pip 

Nicholson and Dr Sarah Biddulph of the Asian Law Centre, Melbourne University, 

entitled Examining Practice, Interrogating Theory: Comparative Legal Studies in Asia 

(Leiden, Martinus Nijhoff , 2009, forthcoming).

•  Constitutional Landmarks in Malaysia: The First 50 Years - This book was published 

by the Malayan Law Journal/ LexisNexis in Kuala Lumpur in July 2007 in time for 

the 50th anniversary independence celebrations on August 31, 2007.  CAPI's Law 

Chair was invited by Malaysia’s Minister for National Heritage to participate in these 

celebrations as a distinguished friend of Malaysia, and the book was launched by the 

Deputy Prime Minister on August 17, 2007.

•  Hart Series: Constitutional Systems of the World - This series, co-edited by CAPI Law 

Chair Andrew Harding along with Professor Peter Leyland has books contracted on 

Vietnam, China, India, Philippines, Japan, Malaysia and Thailand, with negotiations 

in train with regard to Indonesia, Pakistan and Singapore.

•  Constitutional Courts: Journal of Comparative Law Special Issue 2008 - This project 

was greatly assisted by law student Joana Thackeray during summer 2006 as the 

Fraser Milner Casgrain Summer Fellowship holder, and by the addition of Dr Tania 

Groppi of the University of Siena, to CAPI Law Chair Andrew Harding and Professor 

Peter Leyland as an editor of the special issue which will be published by the Journal 

of Comparative Law in 2008.  It involves 16 country-studies, including several Asian 

jurisdictions.

•  Special Economic Zones in Asia - This project, with CAPI Associate Connie Carter 

of Royal Roads University, has been under intensive and ongoing planning and is 

supported by numerous eminent colleagues internationally.  

Wu Guoguang, CAPI China Chair

• Guoguang Wu, ‘From Post-Imperial to Late Communist Nationalism: Historical 

Change in Chinese Nationalism from May Fourth to the 1990s’, Third World 

Quarterly, vol. 29, no. 3 (March 2008), pp. 467-482.

• Guoguang Wu, ‘From the Great Rock to the Eastern Islet: The Politics of Citizen 

Engagement and Local Governance in China,’ China Perspectives, no. 73 (June 

2008), pp. 70-78.

• Guoguang Wu, ‘Engagement citoyen et gouvernance locale en Chine,’ 

Perspectives Chinoises, no. 102 (June 2008), pp. 72-80 (translated by Raphael 

Jacquet).

 • Guoguang Wu, ‘Hong Kong’s Political Infl uence over China: Institutional, 

Informative, and Interactive Dynamics of Sovereignty,’ The Pacifi c Review, vol. 21, 

no. 3 (July 2008), pp. 279-302.

• Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne eds., Zhao Ziyang and China’s Political 

Future (London: Routledge, 2008), 189 + xii p.

• Guoguang Wu, ‘Democracy and Rule of Law in Zhao Ziyang’s Political Reform,’ in 

Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne eds., Zhao Ziyang and China’s Political Future 

(London: Routledge, 2008), pp. 32-57.

 • Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne, ‘Introduction’ in Zhao Ziyang and China’s 

Political Future (London: Routledge, 2008), pp. 1-13. 

•  Guoguang Wu, ‘Conclusion: Zhao Ziyang and China’s Transition from 

Communism,’ in Zhao Ziyang and China’s Political Future (London: Routledge, 

2008), pp. 164-185.

 •  Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne eds., China Turns to Multilateralism: 

Foreign Policy and Regional Security (London: Routledge, 2008; released in August 

2007), 303 + xiii pp.

 •  Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne, ‘International Multilateralism with 

Chinese Characteristics: Attitude Changes, Policy Imperatives, and Regional 

Impacts,’ in Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne eds., China Turns to 

Multilateralism: Foreign Policy and Regional Security (London: Routledge, 2008; 

released in August 2007), pp. 3-18.

 •  Guoguang Wu, ‘Multiple Levels of Multilateralism: The Rising China in the 

Turbulent World,’ in Guoguang Wu and Helen Lansdowne eds., China Turns to 

Multilateralism: Foreign Policy and Regional Security (London: Routledge, 2008; 

released in August 2007), pp. 267-289.

 •  Guoguang Wu, ‘The CCP’s Eighth National Congress and Anti-Rightist 

Campaign,’ Modern China Studies, vol. 14, no. 3 (Fall 2007), pp. 4-22 (in Chinese).



This  year  C A PI  rece ived  f inanc ia l  suppor t  f rom the 

fo l lowing organizat ions  for  our  var ious  programs and in i t iat ives :

Canadian  Inter nat ional 

D e vel opment  Agenc y

S o c ia l  S c ience  and 

Hum anit ies  Research 

Co u nci l  o f  Canada

Th e  A s i a  -  Pa c i f i c 

Fo undat ion  of  Canada

S chool  of  O r iental 

and Afr ican  Studies, 

U n iver s i t y  of  London, 

U n ited  K ingdom

Foundat ion  on  Internat ional

and Cross-Stra i t  Studies

Taipei  Economic  and 

Cul tura l  O f f i ce,  Vancouver

Th e  A s s o c i at i o n  o f  A s i a n 

Studies

As ian  Law Centre,  Univers i t y  of 

Mel bourne,  Austra l ia

Inter nat ional  Centre  of 

Excel l ence  in  As ia-Pac i f i c 

Studies,  Austra l ian  Nat ional 

Univers i t y,  Austra l ia

O ff ice  of  the  Pres ident, 

Univers i t y  of  Vic tor ia

D ean of  Law,  Univers i t y  of 

Vic tor ia 

D ean of  S oc ia l  S c ience, 

Univers i t y  of  Vic tor ia

D ean of  Humanit ies, 

Univers i t y  of  Vic tor ia

O ff ice  of  Internat ional 

Af fa i rs,  Univers i t y  of 

Vic tor ia

Than k-yo u! 

A s  we l l  a s  g e n e ro u s  s u p p o r t  f ro m  m a ny  o f  o u r  p a r t n e r s  at 

t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  Vi c to r i a



Centre for Asia-Pacifi c Initiatives

University of Victoria

PO Box 1700 STN CSC

Victoria BC  V8W 2Y2  Canada

Telephone  (250) 721-7020

Fax  (250) 721-3107

Email  capi@uvic.ca

www.capi.uvic.ca


