
Graduate Student Orientation 
September 2nd, 2022 

We acknowledge and respect the lək̓ʷəŋən peoples on whose traditional territory the University of Victoria stands, and the 
Songhees, Esquimalt and W̱SÁNEĆ peoples whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day. 

Time (PDT)  Session 

8:30 a.m. – 
9:00 a.m. 

 Check-in 
 Engineering & Computer Science Building Lobby (ECS) 

9:00 a.m. – 
9:20 a.m. 

 Welcome ceremony 
 ECS 123 

9:20 a.m.  – 
10:05 a.m. 

 Introduction to graduate studies 
 ECS 123 

Break 

10:15 a.m. – 
11:00 a.m. 

Maintaining your 
student-
supervisor 
relationship 

ECS 125 

Academic 
writing 101 

ECS 123 

Understanding 
Tri-Council 
scholarships 

ECS 108 

Prioritizing 
wellness 

ECS 124 

Getting to know 
the UVic Libraries 
as a researcher 

ECS 116 

 Break 

11:10 a.m. –
12:00 p.m. 

Student Panel – 
MA 

ECS 123  

Student Panel – 
MSC & MASc 

ECS 125  

Student Panel – 
MEd 

ECS 116 

Student Panel – 
Ph.D – Science & 
Engineering 

ECS 124  

Student Panel – 
Ph.D - General 

ECS 108 

12:00 p.m. – 
1:00 p.m. 

BBQ lunch and information fair 
 Quad 

1:00 p.m. – 
1:45 pm 

Academic 
integrity and 
expectations 

ECS 108 

Getting to know 
UVic Libraries as 
a researcher 

ECS 116 

Respect, consent 
& campus culture 

ECS 125 

Prioritizing 
wellness 

ECS 124 

Time 
management for 
grad students 

ECS 123 

 Break  

2:00 p.m. – 
2:45 pm 

Maintaining your 
student-
supervisor 
relationship 

ECS 125 

Academic 
integrity and 
expectations 

ECS 108 

Academic 
writing 101 

ECS 124 

Time 
management for 
grad students 

ECS 123 

Understanding 
Tri-Council 
scholarships 

ECS 116 

2:50 p.m. – 
4:00 pm 

 Campus tours 
 ECS Lobby 

4:00 p.m. – 
6:00 p.m.  GSS community connections 

 Halpern Centre for Graduate Students 



. 
Check-in 
Arrive on time, and get ready for the welcome ceremony with coffee and pastries! Check-in and late registration will 
be available in the lobby of ECS building until 9:00 a.m. Pick up your information package and schedule to start the 
day! 

Welcome ceremony 
Join the incoming class of graduate students to kick-off this year’s Graduate Student Orientation! You will hear from 
the Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies, the Graduate Students’ Society, and last year’s 3-Minute Thesis winner. 
Following the opening remarks, you will learn about the supports available to grad student to thrive at UVic.   

Introduction to graduate studies 
At UVic, there are a vast number of departments with amazing staff ready to support you in your journey as a grad 
student! In this presentation, the Faculty of Graduate Studies and the Graduate Students’ Society will talk about the 
different ways they engage with grad students and the ways students can access support regarding academics and 
social wellbeing.    

Conference-style workshops 
Learn the skills and knowledge you need to succeed as a graduate student by attending workshops that interest you. 
Three different workshop blocks will take place; students may select the workshop they wish to attend during each 
conference block.  

Academic writing 101  

In this workshop, we will review the fundamentals of academic writing to prepare you for success! We will review the 
writing process and offer tips to bolster your academic style. The session will end with an overview of academic 
writing supports available through the Centre for Academic Communication. 

Getting to know the UVic library as a researcher  

The UVic Libraries are proud to support you by providing study spaces, learning services and extensive collections. 
This workshop will introduce you to services and resources offered by the library to enhance your graduate research, 
including collections of unique materials and artifacts available for consultation. In addition, we will guide you 
through the process to book workspaces and equipment, and talk about services including in-depth research, 
consultations, online digital skills workshops, citation management assistance and other topic-specific workshops. 

Maintaining your student-supervisor relationship  

This workshop will provide you with pro-active practices and strategies to foster and maintain a positive, productive 
student-supervisor relationship, including resources that will help facilitate effective communication and 
transparency in your student-supervisor relationship. 

Prioritizing wellness 

This workshop will help new graduate students prioritize their wellness during their studies at UVic. In these 
challenging times, maintaining our wellness is more important than ever. This workshop will highlight practical tips 
and perspectives for self-care and study/life balance, managing stress and building community connections. 

Understanding Tri-Council Scholarships  

This workshop will introduce you to Canada’s three federal graduate research scholarship councils; the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) and the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council (NSERC). Each council awards research-based scholarships to students with 
Canadian citizenship or Permanent Resident status conducting research as part of a Masters or PhD program. The 
workshop will provide an overview of the application process for applicants. The workshop will cover success tips and 
common mistakes to avoid and will end with a Q&A. 



Academic integrity and expectations  

Academic integrity requires commitment to the values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility. This 
workshop will provide you with a comprehensive overview of academic integrity and expectations at UVic, tips about 
avoiding plagiarism and an introduction to the resources at the Centre for Academic Communication. 

Respect, consent & campus culture: Sexualized violence prevention and response  

This workshop provides an overview of UVic’s Sexualized Violence Prevention and Response Policy and, specifically, 
the individual and collective responsibilities all graduate students have to help prevent, and appropriately respond to 
sexualized violence on campus. In the workshop, we will define sexualized violence and consent, speak about how to 
receive a disclosure, how to support a survivor, the difference between a disclosure and a report and where to go for 
help and advice. Practical tips will be provided in terms of active prevention strategies. 

Time management for grad students  

In this workshop, we'll discuss the importance of time management skills for students in an academic setting and their 
social life. We will share tips to help you learn time management skills and present methods to avoid timewasters. 
Together, we will discuss suggestions for how to form good habits around time management. 

Graduate Student Panel 
The student panel will feature current grad students and consist of a number of questions designed to elicit 
information and experiences that will leave new students feeling as though they have the inside edge on starting 
at UVic. The panels will be divided it by degree type (i.e., M.Ed., MA, MSc, PhD), and the panelists will be from 
diverse faculties and a combination of domestic and international grad students.  

Lunch 
Come to the Petch Fountain for a BBQ lunch (vegan and gluten-friendly options will be available). Spend time chatting 
with new friends and connecting with those you will be working with over the next few years, all while enjoying 
delicious food. This will be your time to expand your network and form connections!  

Grad Life at UVic – Information Fair 
Learn about the opportunities, supports and resources available on campus by visiting a number of interactive booths 
on the quad. Bring your questions!  

Campus Tour 
Learn how to navigate campus and about the supports and resources available to you as a graduate student. Campus 
tours will be led by current graduate students, and they'll help you get acquainted with campus buildings, introduce 
you to campus resources, and share some of the tips and tricks they have learned as a UVic student.   

GSS Community Connections 
Looking to meet people and make new friends? Join your new graduate student peers and the Graduate Students’ 
Society (GSS) at the Halpern Centre for Graduate Students for food and games! Participate in this casual meet & greet 
session to get to know your fellow new graduate students and make connections. 



 

Campus Map 
Graduate Student Orientation 

 

 

 

Location What’s happening here? 

1- Engineering & Computer Science Building Graduate Student Orientation check-in and workshops 
Respite Room – Room 130 

2- Quad BBQ lunch 
Information fair 

3- Halpern Centre for Graduate Students GSS Community Connections 
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