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Unearthing Transmasculine Histories

Transmasculine Literature

FTM issues frequently included book reviews,
poetry, and humorous comics. Notably, Leslie
Feinberg’s Stone Butch Blues (1993) continues to be
heralded in trans and lesbian communities as a
groundbreaking text. Stone Butch Blues highlights
thin borders between butch lesbianism and trans
masculinity. In addition to creating the FTM
Newsletter and spearheading FTM Meetups, Lou
Sullivan was a trans-masculine gay activist who
convinced the medical establishment that
transgender men could also be gay. Sullivan’s poem
is a powerful reminder of the conflicting societal

gender expectations imposed onto transgender men.

Gender and the Law in 1998

FTM Issue #23, page 4

Dion Manley was a key volunteer with FTM in the
late 1990s, and served as the President of FTM
International from 2000 to 2002. In the late 1990s,
FTM issues began to include direct calls to political
action. Laws permitting gender-based
discrimination were common in the United States
and abroad. These laws directly impacted trans
people and their job security, insurance coverage,

and hancine cernritvy Manv trane activiete were

The FTM Newsletters

An Introduction

‘FTM’, or ‘Female to Male’, describes the

transition process of a person born female later

identifying with a male gender identity. The
FTM newsletter was created by Lou Sullivan,
and published quarterly from 1987 to 2008.
FTM promoted the connection and
community-building of like-minded
transmasculine individuals, as well as included
articles, book and film reviews, and the
‘malebox’, where readers could write to the
Editors and ask questions or seek advice. Many
readers writing to FTM or writing articles for
FTM did so using a pseudonym, although some

FTM Issue #15, page
1

prominent activists’ work can be traced back to the pages of FTM.

Sullivan had started an in-person FTM Support Group in the early 1980s

in San Francisco. Likely inspired by Rupert Raj’'s Metamorphosis newsletter

in Toronto (1982-1985), Sullivan began publishing a newsletter for the

transmasculine community in San Francisco (FTM Newsletter Panel, 13:51-
14:51). After Sullivan passed away in 1991 due to AIDS related
complications, Jamison Green agreed to take over the FTM Newsletter and

FTM Support Meetings.

Dragushan, “FTM: Building Trans Community” on Omeka

The
Two
Revolutions

A History of
the Transgender Internet

Avery Dame-Griff

Dame-Griff, The Two Revolutions
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1st International
Transgender Film
and Video Festival
in London

From October 29 10 November 2, Loadon
wis host to the finst-ever international
transgender film festival—a five-day
cvent featuring more than 60 documen-
taries, experimental shorts and independent feature films and videos, as well as guest
speakers, panel discussions, a costumed Gala Ball and a photographic exhubition.

The festival included the award-winning documentaries Transsexual Menace,
Rosa von Praunheim’s film about the cross-cultural US transgender movement, and
Bestor Cram’s and Candace Schermerhom’s You Dor't Know Dick—The
Courageous Hearts of Transsexual Men. Also featured was Baillic Walsh's Mirror,
Mirror, which portrayed black transsexual and survivor Consuela Cosmetic, living
with AIDS and negotiating her gender image after @ mastectomy

The diversity of transgender people was reflected in IS5 programs of films,
cluding the themed program “Hermaphrodites With Aultude™ addressing the
Identities of intersexual people. All the films and videos suggested ways to rethink
the relationships between gender, sex, sexuality and the body

Organizer Zach Nataf described the aim of the festival: “to advance cultural
works by andor about transgender people of all races, classes, creeds, abilities and
sexualitics...to contribute to creating a sense of self worth und pride, especially for
transgender youth, by countering negative stereotypes and myths which marginalize
transgender people in our socicty and perpetuate shame and discrimination.

“By transgender we mean all people who chalk i | P about
gender, 1.e, all self-identified crossgender people whether intersex, transsexual men
and women, transvestites, cross-dressing drag kings and drag queens, cross-living
transgenderists and the spectrum of androgynous, bi-gendered, third-gendered and
as yet unnamed gender-variant and gender-gifted people in our community.”

FTM INTERNATIONAL 6

Kory Martin-Damen in Trappings of Transhood

Trappings of
Transhood

Interview by Jed-

Trappings of Transhood is a 27-minwse video documeniary
abowt gender identity, produced, edited, and directed by Elise
Huwrwitz and Christopher Lee, with assistant editor J.
Carranza and Seattle production assistant 1. H. Kumiywki
After seeing Trappings, | asked Christopher and Elise to
answer some questions about themselves, their film, and why
people should see it.

J: Do you identify as transgendered, Elise?

E: More as non-gendered, or all-gendered. In a large defin-
ition of gendered, yes; in the . smaller definition
that a lot of people subscribe to, no. Non-, or all-, scems better
10 me than trans.

J: And do you identify as an FTM transsexual, Christopher?
C: 1 don’t identify as transsexual. | get ambivalent about
identifying at all, because 1 think
that this language is a continuum
It's like, I identificd as lesbian,
and then the language changed
from what it meant originally. For
lack of language, if you have to
define what 1 am, | guess 1'd refer
10 myself as FTM. We're both
against i, that kind of narrow-
ing..l feel like we're much more
than that. | don't want to be seen as
a transgender filmmaker. although
partially | am that

J: It's important to me that you're
truns because several non-trans-
gendered people have made movies
abowt travsgendered people. So,
let's see, | was going to say
Trappings is a docimentary about
ail kinds of trans guys.

C: Number one, not all the people are trans guys. A Jot of
them don’t Mentify as transgendered; they Klentify as one
metamorph, one boydyke, one dyke-fag or transfag—more of
a gender continuum. | think our basic purpose for this video is
to show the gender continuum, so that's the better phrsse than
trying to pitch it as an FTM thing bocause it's definitely mot
that, Or to pitch it as about all trans guys because they 're not

J: So how would you describe the category of people
portrayed in this movie?

C: Twould say it's the gender continuum, everything all the
way from butches, FTMs—well, do we want to do the whole
laundry list?

E: My impression of the st 1s that it puts ooe thing at one
end, and another thing at another end, and names those ends. |
want 1o say, look, there's no one end to another end; the contin-
uum is completely on-going. 1 feel equally as strongly about
such things as the busch-femane thing. “femme of center.” all of
that garbage. | think everyone that we interview, and ourselves,
are constantly re-interrogating their own position in that

C: And they can have two or three positions.

E: And | think a lot of
people who we talked loL - Pg 7]

l Issue 32
Conference Shines!

October ‘95

Movement Grows By Leaps And Bounds
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Review of first FTM

Conference in August 1995,
FTM Issue #32,p.1,1995

“Tranny Fest” + “Trappings
of Transhood” Interview,
FTM Issue #39,p.6,1997

Jamison Green

Lou Sullivan

FTM Cover, Issue #51,1991

GLSEN, 2011
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ETM Intemnational
In this section: Our Historv

Our History

Brandon Teena We have history. we have traditions. we have words for ourselves.

They have been hidden. but we are finding them again.

This finding brings strength not only to us, but to all the people of the world. Just as a person grows inside through self-knowledge. so humanity grows.
On this site: History
. Home o ETMs in History.
http:/www.geocities.com/WestHollywood Village/5855
. ETMI Servic Excellent long list with links and info.
Transitioning Usability warning: ActiveX.
. Info for FTMs « GLBTHS Oral History Project - TG Community and History

. Our History

http://www.glbthistory.org/about/ourstory/tg_at_hs.lasso
Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Historical Society of No. California

. Biographies + Gulf Coast Archive and Museum of GLBT History. Ine.
Gender & the http://houstongayweb.com/gulfcoastarchive
“Law Collect historical items from Texas gulf coast GLBT history.
In Our Own « Magellan Directory - Transgender History
#-Words http://magellan.excite.com/lifestyle/cultures_and_groups/gay_and_lesbian/history/transgender_history
B rs & Pubs Links collection
.~ Links o October is LGBT History \Igulh
http://www.glaad.org/glaad history-month
Search this Site Initiated by Rodney Wilson. a high school teacher in Missourt,
5 About this Site o People with a History
. (use of info. http://www.fordham.edwhalsall/pwh
copyright. An Online Guide to Lesbian, Gay. Bisexual. and Trans* History. by Paul Halsall. Massively rich and complete.
privacy) o Transgender Library and Archiv

FTM International
info@ftmi.org
Voicemail:

(415) 553-5987

http://www.gender.org/ntgla
From GEA (Gender Education and Advocacy)
» Transsexual. Transgender. and Intersex History

http://www.transhistory.org

Kay Brown's class at Harvey Milk Civil Rights Academy. SF. CA. Mainly covers Western culture 20th century. but lots of good info.

“Our History” on the
FTM Website (2016)

*FTMInternational
Facts” on the FTM
Website (2004)

Public Transition

to the Digital

ifacts htm
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4 FTMInternational FACTS

T

FTMInternational

* Contributes to FTM advancement through information and networking meetings:
over 2,500

* Sponsors local and regional chapters and events to build FTM community

* Sponsors internet communities for accurate information and support

* Sponsors and provides support to conferences including the First FTM Conference
of the Americas

* Responds to requests for information: more than 60,000

* Presents panels, workshops, trainings, papers and speakers including media,
documentaries, radio, television, magazines and newspapers

* Publishes the FTMI website (www.ftmi.org) reaching over 100,000 new visitors
every day

* Publishes books, manuals, anthologies, directories, CDs, audiotapes and for 30
years The FTM International Newsletter distributed to subscribers and bookstores all
over the world

FTMInternational builds FTM community

FTMInternational and cognate groups provide support meetings for FTMs and their
families in cities throughout the world. FTMInternational spans 18 countries and 30
years.

FTMInternational provides local and regional chapters with meetings,
activities and services

FTMInternational chapters provide educational activities, support meetings,
information, networking and referral services since 1986. See FTMInternational
Meetings.

FTMInternational provides educational and informational resources

1995-2008

FTM-1ntl.org




Digital
History

FTMI.org

* Prioritizing Access

s FTM owned “the
goddamned
servers”

1 /20 = 67%
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Issue 58 : Spring 2005 ; USD 6.95

“Sample Newsletter”’ on the

FTM Website, 2005

web hosting

that's proud to be ... different!

FIM minority owned and
operated

World class customer
service and technical

support

Relable secure, ultra 1ast
Unix servers

Get www .your_name.com
for just $9 95 per monthl

Proud to host the FTMI and TSC websites

“web hosting”, FTM
Issue #63,p.2,2007




FTM: Bullding Trans Community

e Global Transmasculine

Community

* Shaping the Internet

* Early Digital Repository

e Read for free online!

Sky.Dragushan@UVic.ca
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SUMMER READING ISSUE!!

W NGLTF Will Support
s Trans Inclusion in
U.S. Civil Rights Law

A
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FTM Issue #45, page

FTMl.org History
Wayback Access

The Publication

In 1987, Lou Sullivan created the first 4-page FTM newsletter.

Sullivan covertly photocopied these issues using an office copy
machine, and mailed them out of his primary residence in San
Francisco (FTM Issue 29, p. 1). FTM was mailed in plain brown
envelopes for the discreet protection of trans identities (FTM

Newsletter |
ions of FTM, and provided humorous hand-drawn cartoons

(FTM Newsletter Panel, 0:22:23, 0:23:00-0:23:20). Additionally,

, 0:26:15-0:26:35). Kevin Horowitz edited early

Horowitz arranged the very first newsletter using a software
called Quark Xpress (FTM Issue 23, p. 10). Sullivan paid every fee
associated with FTM out of his own pocket — subscription fees
collected did not cover the entirety of photocopying, printing,
postage, and voicemail charges associated with the free pee:

o Sullivan took on (FTM Neuwsletter Panel, 0:16:22

counseli

‘iercely, Sullivan refused to turn away individuals who
could not pay, ensuring all trans individuals in need were able to
access community resources (FTM Issue 29, p. 1). Green notes
that “[ FTM] want[s] to make it possible for brothers in pain and
need to get information ... [no one] should be excluded from
knowledge just because they have no money” (FTM Issue 25, p.

1).

After Sullivan’s passing in 1991 due to AIDS related

complications, Jamison Green took over the project, basing it

out of Green’s primary residence (FTM Issue 34, p. 1). In 1991,

omekaslibrary.uvic.ca/s/ftm

m Sky Dragushan

Issue 63, June 2007

F TV

TRANS
PRIDE

=

“Cover’ FTM
Issue #6353, 2007
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