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Trans Technologies



1. Identity

2. Passports

3. Prisons

4. Military service

5. Medical care

6. Schools 





TRANS TECHNOLOGY
(practical definition)

technology that addresses the unique needs and challenges 
faced by transgender people and communities

often designed in response to the lack of trans inclusion in 
more mainstream technologies



TRANS TECHNOLOGY
(theoretical definition)

technology that embraces change and/or transition, fosters 
the creation of new trans worlds, and opens up new 
possibilities for what technology means and what it can do 





A few key concepts:

o Technological trans care

o Ambivalence



Trans care

trans people showing up for each other, 
supporting each other, and helping to 
address each other’s needs in the absence of 
support from mainstream systems



Technological trans care

trans people creating innovative technological 
mechanisms to support each other and 
address the needs that they and their 
communities face in the world, when 
mainstream systems and technologies reject or 
exclude them

• Trans technology is a form of trans care
(Malatino 2020). 

• one-to-many and can reach wide audiences, as 
opposed to one-to-one



Ambivalence
Trans tech creators navigated 
tensions between competing
emotions, goals, and desires 
that they experienced 
simultaneously.
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Primary arguments: 
• Creating trans technology can be powerful and empowering 

because technology creators have agency to create the tools they 
themselves, and their communities, need to navigate the world. 

• However, when trans communities are not involved in design 
processes, this can lead to overly individualistic design that speaks 
primarily to more privileged trans people’s needs.

• Trans technology creation can have most impact and best address 
trans needs if diverse community members are meaningfully 
involved in design processes. 



Technology helps us 
imagine new possibilities 
for trans people and 
communities.

&&&

Trans experiences help us 
imagine new possibilities 

for technology. 



Technology helps us imagine new possibilities 
for trans people and communities. 



Trans experiences help us imagine 
new possibilities for technology.

Heather Dewey-Hagborg and Chelsea Manning. Probably Chelsea. 



As we continue to search for ways to emerge from the toxic 
climate that trans people are currently forced to inhabit, 

we can set our sights on trans technologies on the horizon 
and start to build those technologies that help us escape 
transphobic worlds. I personally tend toward a more 
optimistic, utopian view. I have immense hope for those 
sixteen-year-olds, sitting in their bedrooms in their 

parents’ houses, or in libraries, or in youth drop-in centers, 
hacking at their keyboards to create browser extensions; 
those vast armies of trans game creators channeling their 
rage and creativity into trans game jams; and all those 
people building new technologies to help address the 

challenges their community faces. Each of these creators 
are ripples, extending out from earlier trans technologies 
that have inspired them. At the same time, they are also 
new objects breaking the surface, and they will inspire 
waves of future trans technologies, spreading out across 

the water toward the horizon.

As we continue to search for ways to emerge from the toxic 
climate that trans people are currently forced to inhabit, 

we can set our sights on trans technologies on the horizon 
and start to build those technologies that help us escape 
transphobic worlds. I personally tend toward a more 
optimistic, utopian view. I have immense hope for those 
sixteen-year-olds, sitting in their bedrooms in their 

parents’ houses, or in libraries, or in youth drop-in centers, 
hacking at their keyboards to create browser extensions; 
those vast armies of trans game creators channeling their 
rage and creativity into trans game jams; and all those 
people building new technologies to help address the 

challenges their community faces. 

As we continue to search for ways to emerge from the toxic 
climate that trans people are currently forced to inhabit, 

we can set our sights on trans technologies on the horizon 
and start to build those technologies that help us escape 
transphobic worlds. 

Gaspar Avila
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order link:

Technology helps us imagine new possibilities for trans 
people and communities &&& trans experiences help 
us imagine new possibilities for technology. 
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