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The Indispensable Sheila Jeffreys

I became aware of the links between sadomasochism and fascism in 1981 when I 

visited Amsterdam from my home in London to attend the women’s festival. An 

important, if not the main, theme of the festival was sadomasochism. Women at 

the Amsterdam festival demonstrated S/M scenarios, e.g. a male-to constructed 

female transsexual whipping a woman, both dressed in fetishistic ‘feminine’ 

clothing and black leather.

- Sadomasochism: The Erotic Cult of Fascism



Trace #1: Pleasures of Sex

-Drivenwoman, Coming Out On SM



Trace #2: The Sexual Chain

-Gayle Rubin, Sexual Politics, the New Right, and the Sexual Fringe



Trace #3: We Have Always Been Outcasts

(and Possibly Bisexual)



Trace #4: We’re a Problem, Again

The old-fashioned demand that men be allowed into lesbian spaces has evolved 
into the present-day demand that lesbian identity itself include anything that 
anybody wants it to include. Hence the latest: transsexuals are back, in this round 
as “transgender," and they even have their own transgender nation. This 
development was foreseen in the discourse surrounding transsexuals and lesbian 
identity in the seventies, back in the time when lesbian-feminists were closer to 
winning the argument that no. Doctors—and all the King’s horses and all the 
King’s men—could not turn men into women.

-Kathy Miriam, From Rage to All the Rage: Lesbian-Feminism, Sadomasochism, 
and the Politics of Memory
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