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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
This course examines the ethical and professional dimensions of the practice of law, including the meaning of ethics and the 
nature of professionalism. The course offers you an opportunity to develop and challenge your notions of what it means to be a 
lawyer, and acquire the knowledge of rules and the skills needed to identify and address ethical dilemmas that arise in the legal 
profession. The topics to be considered include admission to and governance of the legal profession, the role and 
responsibilities of members of the legal profession in society, the nature and scope of their professional obligations, the lawyer-
client relationship, ethics in particular practice areas, and critical thinking about legal ethics and professionalism. The course is 
designed to satisfy the graduation requirements for call to the profession set by the Federation of Law Societies of Canada.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  
A student who successfully completes this course will be able to:  

● Demonstrate an understanding of the nature and scope of lawyers’ obligations based on the law governing lawyers 
● Articulate a response to the question of what a lawyer should and should not be 
● Identify the kinds of ethical dilemmas that arise in the practice of law, and the resources available to members of the 

profession to deal with them 
● Engage in ethical reasoning in the context of practice of law and develop an ethical framework for navigating issues 

that members of the profession face 
● Show a basic understanding of the contemporary debates in the field of legal ethics and professionalism 
● Critically evaluate the role of a legal professional in society locally and globally 
● Articulate their knowledge and understanding of assigned materials in oral and written presentations/ assignments 
● Communicate and collaborate with others on issues concerning ethics and professionalism ● Conduct independent 

research in the field 

EVALUATION METHODOLOGY  
This course is marked on a pass /fail basis. A student must complete and pass all assignments in each of the evaluative 
segments in order to pass the course.  Evaluative segments are:   

• A book review – students will review one book (or portion of a book) chosen from among a selection of relevant works 
identified by the instructor 

• Class attendance is mandatory (with exceptions that will be specified at the beginning of the course) 
• Class participation 
• Student presentations (in small groups) on topics related to the course. 
• Written assignment – a written reflection on an ethical issue chosen from a selection of issues identified by the 

instructor. 
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COURSE     LAW 360 Legal Ethics and Professionalism 
UNIT VALUE     1.5 Units (3 hours of instruction per week) 
INSTRUCTOR     Robert Lapper, QC 
TERM OFFERED     Fall 2022 
CLASS TIMES     See Schedule 
PREREQUISITES/COREQUISITES   None 
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