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The first year
First year begins with a two-week program called Legal 
Process where you will be given a framework for your legal 
studies and begin developing the skills that you will need to 
be a successful law student. The small-group, team-taught 
format allows you to get to know both your professors and 
your fellow students. You will emerge from this course with 
a clear sense of what law school is about, what you need to 
do to succeed, what support systems exist to help you, how 
you can respect and support other students, what you might 
do with your legal education and insight into critical and 
challenging aspects of how law operates in society. 

Following Legal Process is the first year foundational course 
curriculum, which includes constitutional, criminal, contract, 
property and tort law, with other key components focused 
on statutory interpretation and legal research and writing. 

As a first-year student, you can also draw on the experience 
of your upper-year colleagues through the Law Buddy 
Program. This program helps you adjust to the rigors of legal 
study by matching you with second-year and third-year 
students who provide advice and support. 

Upper years
Our upper-year curriculum continues to build a strong 
base of legal knowledge while allowing you to shape your 
own programs of study to suit your individual interests and 
career aspirations. 

Lecture courses and advanced seminars provide an 
opportunity for upper-year students to explore topics 
in greater detail. Some of these courses and seminars 
introduce specialized areas of law (business law, family law, 
taxation, Indigenous law, labour law, advanced human 
rights law, etc.), while others focus on critical and theoretical 
explorations of law, interdisciplinary legal studies, or legal 
history. As an upper-year student, you will also be able to 
explore classes that introduce advanced practical skills, such 
as oral advocacy and dispute resolution. 

In addition to a block of foundational courses, you are 
also encouraged to pursue specialized interests, under 
the direction of professors, through group projects and 
independent study.
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APPLYING TO UVIC LAW

Admission requirements
Admission to the first year program is based primarily on:

 � your academic record (GPA) – 50%
 � your Law School Admission Test (LSAT) – 50%
 � personal statements may also be taken into account 
through a holistic review

All first year applicants must: 
 � write or have registered for the LSAT
 � complete an online application
 � submit a personal statement no longer than 750 words
 � submit transcripts
 � pay the application fee

Applicants in the Indigenous category must also submit:
 � one academic letter of reference 
 � one reference letter describing your connection to your 
Indigenous community

 � evidence supporting your eligibility to apply in the 
Indigenous category

 � a copy of your status card (if applicable)
 � a personal statement regarding your connection to your 
Indigenous community

Applicants in the Discretionary category must also submit:
 � Discretionary category supplementary form 
 � two letters of reference 
 � evidence supporting your eligibility to apply in the 
Discretionary category

At UVic Law, we admit a relatively small first year class to 
the JD program each fall. To ensure that our student body 
reflects the diversity found in Canadian society, we offer three 
admission categories: Regular, Discretionary and Indigenous.

The number of applications that we receive each year far 
exceeds the number of spaces available. For this reason, 
successful applicants in the Regular category have 
outstanding academic records and LSAT scores.

When to apply
Online applications open September 1 and close January 15. 
You are encouraged to submit your application as early as 
possible, as offers are made on an ongoing basis beginning 
early in the fall.


