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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Law Centre Clinical Program provides students with a clinical legal education component to their legal education, while 
providing legal services to the public as an outreach of the University.  Clinical legal education in this setting involves students 
assuming the role of legal counsel directly assisting clients with legal problems.  Students learn how to fulfill the professional 
role and responsibility of the lawyer, encounter the ethics of legal practice, develop legal skills of client interviewing, negotiation, 
mediation, and courtroom advocacy, employ legal analysis and legal problem-solving, and build knowledge of procedural and 
substantive law in the areas of law the clinic deals with.  The program is designed to be a supportive learning environment, 
where students will develop their skills and confidence. 

The Law Centre is a poverty law office, with social justice objectives, contributing to access to justice in the community. Support 
is provided by the Law Foundation of British Columbia, the B.C. Ministry of Attorney General, the Victoria bar, and the Faculty of 
Law.    

Students will encounter clients with significant health, social, financial, or other circumstances, where these factors underlie or 
are intertwined with client legal issues.   Students will have the opportunity to approach legal problems from an interdisciplinary 
perspective working alongside the clinic's staff social worker.  The clinic provides an opportunity to learn about, and provide 
needed services to an underserved segment of society.   Students will make a significant contribution to assisting clients who 
would otherwise be unable to obtain legal assistance, at times making a difference in the lives of the persons served.   At the 
same time, from the vantage point of trying to resolve problems affecting clients, there is opportunity to critique the values 
embodied in the law and the effectiveness of available legal processes. 

The orientation portion of the program is intended to provide students with knowledge of essential policies, legal and ethical 
principles, and legal skills, to effectively learn and serve in the clinic.  Students obtain temporary articles from The Law Society 
during their term.  Upon attendance at The Law Centre legal clinic downtown, students will receive an ongoing caseload of client 
files, as well as regularly interview new clients seeking assistance.  Files will involve a range of areas of law, and may include: 
criminal, family, human rights, civil litigation, employment, debtor-creditor, incapacity planning and wills, residential tenancy, and 
social welfare benefit appeals.  With the support and advice of clinical law instructors in the clinic, students conduct files from 
start to finish, including interviewing, counselling, research, problem-solving, document drafting, legal correspondence, 
negotiating and mediating resolutions, and providing representation at trials and hearings. 

1 The information in this document is provided for course registration purposes only and is subject to change. More detailed course information about course 
content and evaluation will be provided upon the commencement of the course. Students seeking additional information about the course prior to its 
commencement may contact the instructor or, if no instructor is listed, the Manager of Academic Administration and Student Services (lawmaass@uvic.ca). 

To be eligible for Law Centre, students must have completed a 
minimum of 7.0 units of upper-year law courses. Preference will be 
given to students who have also completed one or more of LAW 303 
Criminal Procedure, LAW 309 Law of Evidence and LAW 322 Family 
Law.



Course Objectives 

- Experience clinical legal education as a method of learning law
- Learn professional role, responsibility, and ethics
- Develop legal skills of practice management, interviewing, counselling, research, problem-solving, document drafting, legal
correspondence, negotiation, mediation, and courtroom advocacy
- Practice and develop confidence in relevant legal skills in a supportive environment
- Weigh the effectiveness of a problem-solving approach of counsel alongside traditional adversarial representation in
responding to different situations affecting clients
- Appreciate the uncertainties inherent in factual and legal determinations, and how to manage uncertainty in legal opinions,
advice, and decision-making
- Learn about the challenges faced by disadvantaged and marginalized members of our society, approaches to providing access
to justice, and contribute to individual and social justice while serving in the clinic.
- Critically examine the law and legal processes in context with a view to law reform

- Develop habits of life-long learning applicable to the practice of law

Subject matter to be covered in the orientation portion of the program 

- Introduction to The Law Centre, and the method of clinical legal education
- The role of legal counsel in an adversarial system
- Professional conduct rules and legal ethics
- A problem-solving orientation of counsel
- Interdisciplinary resolution of client problems
- Client-centered legal interviewing and counselling
- Negotiation and mediation
- Courtroom procedures and conduct of counsel
- The role of criminal defence counsel
- Factual and legal analysis in a criminal defence case
- Speaking to sentence in a criminal defence case
- Preparation for trial in a criminal case
- Examination and cross-examination of witnesses at trial
- Objecting to evidence at trial
- Final submissions at trial
- Practice management, liability of lawyers, and loss prevention
- Law office procedures
- Serving diverse communities of clients
- Mental health as a particular challenge facing some clients
- Solicitor practice
- Incapacity planning and wills
- Uncontested divorce procedure in the B.C. Supreme Court
- Support application and variation in the B.C. Provincial Court
- Practice before administrative tribunals
- Civil document drafting
- Appearance in civil chambers
- Legal correspondence
- Substantive law and procedure in areas of law encountered in the clinic: criminal, family, civil claims, employment, debtor-
creditor, corrections, residential tenancy, human rights code, and social welfare benefits.

TEACHING METHODOLOGY 
During the orientation period classes will generally begin with students receiving an introduction to the subjects being 
considered.  In some cases there will be a demonstration of the skill or activity.    A significant part of our time in class will be 
spent with students participating in and observing legal skills or advocacy exercises based upon a set of facts, with in-class 
feedback and discussion.  In-class learning is supplemented with recommended readings. 

Once at the clinic, a schedule of seminars continue in the first week, while students receive their files to review.  Students will 
review their files individually with a clinical law instructor at the outset.  Thereafter during the term, much of the advice and 
supervision is informal and initiated by the student as needed.  Students are encouraged to view the files as their own, engage in 
the problem-solving required by client legal problems, and then confirm their advice and plan for the client with one of the 
available clinical law instructors.   There is a weekly case commentary and planning meeting at which students discuss their 
experiences along with the legal and ethical issues that arise. 



Along with guidance on the conduct of files provided by clinical law instructors in the clinic, the program makes use of the 
experiential learning cycle.  In that method, students are provided with a framework and some information with which to begin, 
(the orientation period,) followed by engaging directly in relevant experience.  Reflection on the process and outcomes leads to 
the formation of concepts of what worked well and what might be improved next time, i.e. learning.  The learning cycle continues 
with the student applying the knowledge that has been obtained in the next relevant experience, reflecting again, and refining of 
concepts.   In time the framework provided by the instructor at the start may be varied from as circumstances require.  The 
student has acquired their own understanding of what is required to effectively perform in a range of newly encountered 
situations.   Note that much student learning in this method is self-directed and in response to what the student themselves 
perceives is important. 

EVALUATION METHODOLOGY  
The course is evaluated on a pass/fail basis.  

Our experience has been that students are highly self-motivated, resulting in tremendous student dedication, diligence, and care 
in the conduct of client matters.   Given The Law Centre is a very busy office and students will face many critical deadlines during 
the term, the principal concern is that students maintain an appropriate work-life balance, manage stress effectively, and not 
become overwhelmed with the demands of legal practice.  Students are advised to consult with available clinical law instructors 
regularly, particularly if concerned about meeting responsibilities in the program.  Including providing guidance when helpful in 
effective strategies to manage the demands of legal practice, the program aims to support each student's successful completion 
of the program. 

Requirements to pass the course are: 

- full-time attendance, (exceptions with permission)
- cooperation with other students, staff of The Law Centre, and other agencies that the clinic deals with
- adherence to the policies of the clinic that will be communicated during orientation
- adherence to the highest standards of professional conduct and ethical legal practice
- maintain a diary system to ensure that deadlines and limitations are met, and that other commitments such as intake shifts,
client appointments, and court appearances are met.
- diligent attention to each client matter entrusted along with reasonable progress in advancing each matter having regard to the
circumstances.

- participation in case commentary discussions at the weekly planning meeting
- participation in field clinics operated by The Law Centre, (William Head correctional institution.)
- plan, develop, and deliver a public legal education ("PLE") presentation or produce PLE materials.

In the event that a student's performance is not on a path to being satisfactory to receive a passing grade, the student will 
receive written notification during the term of the areas in which improved performance is required. 

The program reserves the right to manage, and possibly limit, a student's caseload and practice having regard to the welfare of 
the student and duty to clients. 

If it were to become necessary due to adverse student conduct or competence unreasonably affecting clients, other students in 
the program, staff, or other agencies the program deals with, a student may be required to withdraw from the program.  The 
procedure followed would be that the Director may temporarily place restrictions on the student's participation in the program, the 
Dean or Associate Dean would be provided with a written report, and the student would be provided an opportunity to be heard.  
The Faculty may either reinstate the student with or without conditions, or require withdrawal from the program. A withdrawal in 
these circumstances would result in a grade of "N" to be entered on the student's academic record and transcript. 
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